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St. Thomas makes things happen
Dear Friends: 

  The merry month of May began 
with a highly successful revival 
of the St. Thomas auction and 
dinner party. Kathi Atkins 
headed up a superb crew of 
volunteers. It was an altogether 
splendidly fun evening that 
raised over $10,000 for the 
mission 
and 

ministry of St. Thomas Church. The 
entire parish should be both 
grateful and proud of the effort 
that produced such a good result.  
The auction, in conjunction with 
the renewed every-member 
canvass, has begun to stabilize the 
budget of the parish. People have 
stepped forward with pledges of 
t ime, talent, and treasure. We 
should all thank Elizabeth Bennett 
and her quiet but effective team 
for helping make this possible. The 
ultimate goal is to ensure this 
foundation for the years to come. 
We have a distance to go to realize 
that, but we are making real 
progress. St. Thomas is a 
community that pulls together and 
makes things happen. 

I have been busy, along with 
members of what I call the Building 
and Grounds Committee, meeting 
with contractors and vendors to 
acquire proposals for the 
completion of the capital campaign 
projects ? the kitchen, the 
restrooms on the main f loor and 
other accessibil ity-related projects. 
This is t ime consuming and 
sometimes two steps forward are 
followed by one backward. Things 

are moving, however. With patience and determination, 
we will see this through to a completion. In the 
meantime, pledges to the campaign are continuing to be 
fulf il led. And if  you have never made a pledge, please 
consider doing so. 

On June 5, Claire Gilmore and Ben Vandal will receive 
God's blessing during the 9 a.m. Liturgy as they begin 
their pilgrimage to the shrine of St. James the Apostle at 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain. Claire and Ben, along 

with a group of youth from the 
Diocese of Colorado, walk the 
famous camino or pilgrim's 
route. Pilgrims have trod this 
holy way for more than a 
thousand years. I know this will 
be a life-transforming 
experience. Thank you for the 
support you have given 
them. Join them in Church on 
June 5 as we pray them on their 
holy journey.  Kudos to our 
faithful choir, to LaDamion 
Massey, and to Purnell Steen for 
a wonderful and worshipful 
season of music. They have led 
us in the praise of God and 
enhanced our weekly worship 
beyond measure. We are 
grateful for your ministry at St. 
Thomas Church.  During 
summer, our Sunday worship 
will be at 9 a.m. through Labor 
Day. The work of the Kingdom 
won't take a vacation, and I look 
forward to seeing you during 
these beautiful days of summer 
here in the mountain west.  

      Faithfully, 

          Bob Hart, Interim Rector 

Kathi ATkins chaired the crew of  auct ion 
volunteers.



Rect or    sear ch   updat e

By Vicki Earnest       

The Search Committee is taking the next step, leading 
Holy Conversations with parishioners as we work toward 
calling a new rector for St. Thomas.  Holy Conversations 
are small group gatherings led by a member of the Search 
Committee to guide our process. The task is twofold: 
First, our parish must def ine who we are and where we 
want to go, and second, we must describe the 
characteristics and qualit ies we wish to have in a rector.  
These Conversations are the f irst step in our process. Our 
goal is to talk about who we are as a parish, and where we 
hope to go in the future. From these conversations, the 
Committee will develop a survey designed to further 
identify ourselves and the type of rector that will serve 
us in the future. The expectation is that the conversation 
will be prayerful and thoughtful. 

Here are the times and locations available for 
parishioners to join the small group conversations: 

Wed., June 8, 6:30-8 pm

Mike & Vicki Earnest - 2301 Leyden St., Denver     

Thur., June 9, 7-8:30 pm       

Christine Nelson & Bruce Vandal         

9064 E. 28th Ave, Denver 

Wed., June 15, 6:30-8 pm 

Elizabeth Bennett  - 2300 Krameria St., Denver 

Tues., June 21, 6:30-8 pm 

Scott Bates & Melissa Jones 

6900 E. Colorado Ave, Denver 
 

Wed., June 22, 6:30-8 pm 

 George & Marti Smith - 3543 Wabash St., Denver

Sun., June 12, 11-12:30 pm  - Great Hall, St. Thomas 

 Sun., June 12, 11-12:30 pm 

2nd f loor Meeting Room, St. Thomas 

 Sun., June 26, 11-12:30 pm - Great Hall, St. Thomas 

 

Sun., June 26, 11-12:30 pm 

2nd f loor Meeting Room, St. Thomas 

  Sign up sheets are available in the Great Hall before and 
after services on Sunday. If  necessary, you may call the 
Church Off ice to indicate your time and place preference. 

 

Search Commit tee Report

REMINDER

St. Thomas returns to its summer schedule on June 5:

One service at 9 a.m.



Mexican Fiesta Dinner and Auct ion, May 7 

Part iers include, clockwise f rom upper lef t , Marian 
Frank; Hugh Pote and Chauncey Rhyne; Cherie and 
John Clark; Ed Donahoe; Teddy Hil ls and Mart i 
Smith



Deacon Speakin'

Bread For the World

SERVANTS FOR JUSTICE

  I want to give you a 
quick update and 
definit ion on Bread 
For the World 
(BREAD), which in my 
opinion is the single 
most powerful agency 
in the hunger-poverty 
arena. I would also like 
to brief ly summarize 
Episcopal  Rel ief  and 

Development  (ERD). 

BREAD is slightly more dif f icult to get one?s arms 
around, as it is not a charity, it is an advocacy-driven 
organization. When I f irst heard of it I thought it was 
about sending ?bread? to the impoverished world. This 
organization is more about the big picture. The mission 
of BREAD is to attack the problem at its origins, not to 
write a check and feed people. It is about going to our 
government, (Senate and House of Representatives) and 
advocating for the people around the world who are 
suffering from hunger and poverty. BREAD also asks for 
money to maintain its organization, but most of the 
emphasis is upon letter writ ing, calling and emailing. 

BREAD defines a specif ic issue every year and focuses 
on education and changing the minds of the policy- and 
decision-makers, who deal with creating resources for 
those who have none. This year the theme is ?survive 
and thrive,? which focuses on mothers and children. 
Through the years, BREAD volunteers have learned that 
sending money, or even sending huge quantit ies of 
subsidies to developing countries, is not necessarily the 
answer.  The answer seems to be in providing funds to 
teach people who have no resources: 1) how to develop 
their own land, 2) share the labor among their own 
communities, 3) learn new techniques, and 4) feed 
themselves. 

The leaders of BREAD have learned that faith-based 
communities can help in a very meaningful way. They 
can have letter-writ ing campaigns, which make it 

possible to gather in community, and write letters to 
each of our congressional representatives about issues 
that might create longterm changes in the areas of 
hunger and poverty. They have learned that 
representatives of Congress pay more attention to 
letters from individuals in their districts than other ways 
of communicating. 

 On May 29th, I will conduct a letter-writ ing event and 
I hope you will take part, whether you were there or not. 

Currently, BREAD is asking Congress to fund at least 
$230 mill ion for international maternal and child 
nutrit ion programs in 
the Department of State 
Foreign Operations 
appropriations bil l?s 
global health account.  
Episcopal  Rel ief  and 
Development  is one of 
our most important 
organizations within the 
Episcopal Church.  ERD provides worldwide support 
during times of crisis such as hurricanes, tsunamis, 
earthquakes, f loods, etc. During the f loods in Colorado 
several years ago, ERD was very involved in helping 
people who had been affected. The normal response 
from people within and without the church is to send 
money during these crises.  Another large focus at ERD 
is creating micro-lending organizations in Third World 
countries where mostly women receive small loans to 
develop their businesses, both agricultural and cultural, 
and therefore support themselves and their vil lages. 
There is a high rate of success with microloans. 

These are two powerful and important agencies 
supported by Servants For Justice, and our members are 
working hard to be involved and keep you informed.  If  
you have an interest in either, please let me know and I 
will point you in the right direction. 

Blessings, 

Deacon Sally 



Former Saint Thomas rector to return
 to Denver as Canon to the Ordinary 
Dear Friends,  

I am pleased to announce that after considerable prayer and ref lection, I have 
decided to call The Reverend Ruth Woodlif f-Stanley to become the next Canon to 
the Ordinary for The Episcopal Church in Colorado. 

  As you know, Ruth has been actively involved in 
our common life and ministry throughout the time I 
have served as Bishop; chairing two specially 
appointed Task Forces, serving as a Regional 
Missioner, consulting with Vestries and Bishop's 
Committees, representing our diocese at the 
Church's General Convention, and taking a lead in 
the development of the Center at Cathedral Ridge. 
Her work among us has taken her across the 
diocese and her experience is particularly well 
suited to the pastoral care and support of clergy 
and lay leadership that is the key work of the 
Canon to the Ordinary. 

  Since her ordination, Ruth has served numerous 
parishes including, most recently, St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church in Denver where she served as 
Priest in Charge, then rector, from 2007 - 2015. She 
has two decades of experience as a mediator and 

facilitator serving dioceses and parishes across the Church during times of transition 
and conflict. Most recently she has been serving as the Interim President of The 
Episcopal Church Building Fund; a ministry of Episcopal Church that works nationally 
to empower congregations to enhance their mission through the strategic, 
resourceful, and creative use of their buildings.  She has a history of advocacy work 
for issues of social justice, and she is a contributor to explorefaith.org. 

Ruth has been married for 28 years to The Reverend Nathan Woodlif f-Stanley, and 
they have two sons ? George, 20, and John, 17. She enjoys swimming, running, rose 
and vegetable gardening, and being with her family. 

I want you to know too that even as Canon Andrews and Canon Blanchard retire 
after years of outstanding and generous ministry among us, we are in the Bishop's 
Off ice actively discerning how God might be calling us to grow and change in ways 
that we may better serve The Episcopal Church in Colorado and build up the Body of 
Christ. As this time of transition unfolds, we will be sharing more with you about how 
we are re-visioning and re-organizing our various roles in the Off ice of the Bishop. 

 I am delighted that Ruth is will ing to take on this new role among us. I look 
forward to working with her, and I know you will enjoy getting to know her even 
more in the days ahead. 

God's peace and blessing be with you. 

 Faithfully, 

 Bishop Rob O'Neill 

JUNE 
Bir t hdays  

5 ? Rex Wisehart 

6 ? Van Noy Harris 

7 ? Collins Atufunwa 

8 ? Jamie Thrun 

11 ? Barbara Medina 

12 ? Marquis Price; Brian 
Swanson 

14 ? Virginia Buckley; Eva 
Will iams 

18 ? Edie Bell; Pete Hills 

19 ? Danielle Clark 

20 ? Elizabeth Bennett, 
Angela Miller 

21 ? Dick Hayes 

23 ? David Knowles 

26 ? Tessa DeCecco 

28 ? Jasper Fai 

29 ? Teddy Hills 

  
anniver sar ies
6 ? Hugh & Charlotte 
Pote 

12 ? Elizabeth Bennett & 
Sara Luther 

15 ? Mike & Vicki Earnest 

The Rev. Ruth Woodl if f -Stanley

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IW0IeDZZHm8pLxc2CfPvGtRAx_DUPNyHizw057kBJ77499c0DZpBXLeIEIwtyRK-JlbckPHWm3BEpwaTFBssHKx43Kz0aVQ6BPIaOf1ytnz-imdsv8mG21IS56deA-gRUx78GmSU-09xRwI492C7-JM-9sXigMR3pJ0BzBgwxSg=&c=ZD_qWzK6tiRH_dFX2eL-CLe2c38tNsi26YR6SLVrf7LcaDSZsKJ7ZA==&ch=3VSQkr8vVRNKaxWoLlwA2AHYcf9z2e0P61QtaozIfAPVHBj1RfNp-A==


GUN VIOLENCE

By Ann Myers-Mart in 

The summer 
of 
violence/ fear 
of 1993 
started with a 
gang-related 
shooting on 
Halloween, 
1992. The 

victim of that shooting was the older 
brother of one of my students, who 
had been walking a group of children 
through the neighborhood to collect 
candy. The result of that shooting 
(the f irst of many that I experienced) 
was an education all in itself  as to the 
aftermath of a violent act. 

During my tenure as a teacher and 
elementary principal, I have 
witnessed the impact that a violent 
kil l ing has on families, and on 
schools. I have seen the 
bewilderment on the faces of 
students, and teachers wondering 
what they could have done to keep 
this from happening, and fear of it 
happening again. 

The victims I have known include 
two young fathers, mistaken for 
someone else, who will never have 
an opportunity to see their children 
grow; their children, who will never 
get an opportunity to get to know 
their fathers; and the young wife who 
did not leave her home for six 
months and would not let her 
children out of her sight. Lives were 
turned upside down in the blink of an 
eye. 

It is the phone call you receive 
tell ing you there has been another 
shooting and someone is dead. It is 
the long walk on a bitter cold day 

toward an apartment complex. 
Multiple families live there and 
numerous students are not in school. 
You know you have lost a student, 
but which one? It is the policeman 
tell ing you that it is stil l under 
investigation, and yes, a student was 
shot. It is that long walk back to the 
car praying for a miracle. And the 
telephone call from a sobbing 
mother, and pulling off  the road and 
losing your breakfast. Another child 
is gone, needlessly. A child that 
witnessed the shooting is also lost 
due to fear, anger, and helplessness. 
A mother that tried to help in the 
hospital with a gunshot wound is lost 
and her children farmed out to 
various family members while she 
recovers. And there?s a school reeling 
with bewilderment, pain, and fear. It 
was a drug deal gone wrong and a 
daughter kil led by the gun in her 
father?s hand. 

When the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting took place, I knew 
exactly what the principal was 
thinking: ?I have to stop him!? And 
yes, I would have done the exact 
same thing, as many teachers and 
principals would have. 

When people talk about 4/20 and 

smoking marijuana, I say extra 

prayers for the families of 
Columbine. Each year when Claire 
Davies best friend from childhood 
posts a tribute on Facebook, I add 
additional prayers for the victims of 
the Arapahoe High shooting. 

The impact of these deaths lives 
on, echoing and echoing. We all know 
that guns are inanimate objects that 
cannot harm anyone until held in the 
hand of a human being. And we know 

Echoes of  Denver's "Summer of  Violence" l ive on and on

List  of  gun bil ls 
defeated at  the 
legislature:
A  St . Thomas 
Gun Safety and 
Injury 
Prevent ion 
report  
By Marian Frank 

Thank you everyone who called 
or sent email messages to 
Colorado legislators on proposed 
gun bills during this past 
legislative session. The 14 St. 
Thomas members of the Rapid 
Response Team who contacted 
legislators helped defeat the bil ls 
that the Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun 
Violence (CFCU) and other 
anti-gun violence groups 
determined to be ?bad bills.? 
Those bills were: 

Permit less Concealed Carry ? 
This would have allowed anyone 
who could legally purchase a

        Cont inued on next  page 

that mental health issues are often 
part of the acts that occur. I am 
pleased to be part of a community 
that is taking steps forward to 
educate ourselves and others and 
creating a voice that will be heard 
on these issues. 



 handgun to carry it concealed in 
Colorado, just as if  the person had a 
permit to do so. This is the seventh 
year this bil l has been defeated. 

Guns in School  - This would have 
allowed anyone with a concealed 
carry permit to carry a hidden gun 
into any K-12 public school. This is 
the fourth year this bil l has been 
defeated. 

Repeal  the Ban on High-Capacity 
Magazines ? This bil l would have 
removed the ban on the sale and 
transfer of ammunition magazines 
over 15 rounds, which became law in 
2013. This bil l has been defeated for 
three years. 

Remove Governor?s Emergency 
Powers on Firearms ? This bil l would 
have struck ?f irearms? from the items 
that the governor could regulate in a 
declared disaster emergency. This is 
the f if th year a bil l of this type has 

been defeated. 

Stand Your Ground Bil l  for 
Businesses ? This bil l would have 
allowed people to use deadly force 
against an intruder in a business 
location if  they felt threatened, no 
matter how slight. This is the 11th 
year this bil l has been defeated. 

Concealed Carry Permits for 
Mil i tary under age 21 ? This bil l 
would have allowed those ages 18 - 
21 and active with the military or 
honorably discharged to obtain a 
concealed carry permit. In Colorado, 
people under the age of 21 cannot 
purchase a handgun.  

The CFCU Rapid Response Network 
numbers more than 400 people in 
more than 30 Colorado faith 
communities. CFCU sends our St. 
Thomas representatives information 
on the bills, the date and time of the 
committee hearings, contact 

information for the legislators on the 
committee in which the bill will be 
heard, and talking points regarding 
the bill. We then forward this 
information to our members who 
signed up for the St. Thomas? Rapid 
Response Team. This was the f irst 
year we participated. We asked for 
phone numbers of people who didn?t 
have email capabilit ies or preferred 
to be contacted by phone; however 
the amount of information that needs 
to be transmitted is too much for a 
text message and is very 
time-consuming to pass on by 
telephone message. Emails work best 
for us. 

If  you are will ing to be added to the 
St. Thomas Rapid Response Team for 
the next legislative session, please 
contact Mike Earnest at 
mpearnest@comcast.net or Marian 
Frank at g123sawyer@gmail.com . 

By Scot t  Bates 

The 2016 build for Habitat Interfaith Alliance ? an 
aff il iate partner of Habitat for Humanity of Metro 
Denver ? is underway. As a representative on this 

coalit ion, St. Thomas 
receives two build 
days for which we 
need 10 volunteers 
each. Our days are 
Saturday, June 11, and 
another date to be 
determined. Last year, 
we had a fun time 

building some beautiful homes for deserving families 
and we hope to do so again! New this year are summer 
hours to beat the afternoon heat: 8 a.m. - 3:30pm. 

 To sign up, please contact Scott Bates at 
scottb0822@gmail.com or visit the HIA Build 
Volunteer site at hia.denver.volunteerhub.com. 

Habitat  for Humanity: 

Breakfast  and build dates set  

St. Thomas concert  series

  Ollie Smith, a lover of the 
spirituals and gospel music, will be 
featured in the next in the St. 
Thomas Concert Series, June 12 at 
2 p.m. at the church. She?ll perform 
new versions of old favorites.

  Smith, a native of Houston, 
moved with her husband, Richard 

to Denver in 1972. For many years, 
she and Richard sang in Denver?s New Hope Baptist 
Church choir. Her family now attends Orchard Road 
Christian Center, and Smith has performed there during 
the worship services. She is also frequently asked to sing 
at funerals. 

The concerts in the St. Thomas Concert Series are free, 
though a freewill offering is taken. For more information 
about the concert series, contact St. Thomas music 
director LaDamion Massey, ladamionmassey@yahoo.com. 

Oll ie Smith to bring new 
versions of  old favorites

Gun bil ls ... 

Oll ie Smith

http://hia.denver.volunteerhub.com/


Bold l ives: A deeper look at  l ives well l ived

BOLD LIVES: A DEEPER LOOK AT LIVES WELL-LIVED

By Becky Jones 

Cindy Rowley takes very seriously the admonition to be 
Christ?s ?hands? in the world. Sunday after Sunday, she 
uses her hands to translate the worship service into sign 
language to assist those who are hearing impaired. 

She never assumes that, just because she?s unaware of 
the presence of a hearing impaired person, her services 
aren?t needed. ?You just don?t know when someone is 
deaf,? she said. ?Looking at them, you can?t tell. It?s not 
l ike having a limp. So I sign regardless, and I think a lot of 
people have gotten used to it, and enjoy watching it. I 
enjoy being able to do it, and every once in a while, we do 
have someone hearing impaired here.? 

She began signing for St. Thomas services in the 1980s. 
At the time, the church had quite a few hearing impaired 
worshippers. ?We had gone through several interpreters, 
and I said I would help out until we got someone else,? 
she said. ?And I?ve done it all this t ime. They used to pay 
me, but I gave every penny back to the church. I didn?t 
want to take any money for it. This is a gif t I can give.? 

Less visible but every bit as important is Cindy?s other 
primary ministry at St. Thomas: Her ministry of greetings. 
Every month, she and fellow parishioner Eva Will iams 
take it upon themselves to send birthday cards, 
anniversary cards, get-well cards or other notes of care 
and concern to members of the St. Thomas family. Last 
month, she sent out 20 cards. 

?I was clerk of the vestry for many years, then I was on 
the vestry,? Cindy said. ?And while I was on the vestry, 
people said it would be nice to get a card from the 
church. I decided that could be part of my ministry, and 
I?ve been doing it for 15 years or more.? 

Born in Cheyenne, Wyo., Cindy moved to Colorado after 
graduation from high school to attend Blair Business  
College in Colorado Springs. Following graduation, she 
moved to Denver, in hopes of getting better acquainted 
with extended family members who lived here. 

She took a job as a secretary at Rose Medical Center, 
and stayed there, working in various departments, for the 
next 23 years. Later, she went on to work at National 
Jewish for several years, then spent the last 14 years of 
her professional l ife as the administrative assistant for 
Denver philanthropist Sharon Magness Blake. 

Raised Lutheran, Cindy found her way to St. Thomas in 

the 1970s, thanks to friends Ralph and Lorraine Memmer, 
longtime parishioners. ?I used to go to dif ferent events at 
St. Thomas with Ralph and Lorraine. I had been a member 
at Messiah Lutheran, but after our pastor retired, I didn?t 
l ike the new one, so I started looking around. I missed the 
reverence of a traditional church, the stained glass, the 
communion, the liturgy. That?s all part of me.? 

Here?s something you may not know about Cindy: She 
was born two months premature and weighed just 3 ½  
pounds at birth. Because of complications from her birth, 
she has never been able to use her left side well. But that 
didn?t stop her from learning to type ? one-handed ? and 
at her peak, could type 78 words per minute. 

So masterful is she at one-handed typing, she was 
recruited by Spalding Rehabilitation Hospital to teach 
recovering stroke victims the skil l. ?I?ve had eight 
students,? she said. ?There?s always something you can 
f ind to do to help people, and that?s a special gif t.? 

Now retired, she enjoys computer games and good 
novels, especially mysteries by James Patterson. Before 
arthrit is made it too painful, she also enjoyed playing the 
piano. ?I always f ind something to do,? she says. 

St. Thomas continues to remain the cornerstone of 
Cindy?s life, just as it has for the past four decades. ?I 
would say one of the best things about St. Thomas is that 
we get involved in the community,? she said. ?Social 
justice is so important. That?s what makes us stand out. 
And we are so welcoming. Anyone is always welcome 
here, and that?s very, very important.? 

Cindy Rowley: A hands-on minist ry

Cindy Rowley, at  lef t , signs during Sunday worship.                                          
PHOTO BY FRED MAST



LIBRARY CORNER

 By Cherie Clark 

 The book ?Plainsong? by Kent Haruf is about a group of people living in 
an area of our great state that we sometimes ignore. It?s about the eastern 
part of Colorado, the Great Plains, an area referred to by early settlers and 
writers as The Great American Desert. 

  Professional reviewers have described the book this 
way: ?If  the novelist invents a world, then Mr. Haruf 
has shaped a place of enormous goodness? The story 
itself  ? spare, unsentimental, rooted in action ? 
honors the values of the community.? ? The Wall 
Street Journal 

  ?Compelling? .A lyrical meditation on community 
and family and about how the former increasingly 
becomes the latter as traditional t ies don?t prove 
binding.? ? Detroit Free Press 

??Plainsong? is written in f ine, spare prose, and it?s generous in spirit. By 
the end, ?Plainsong? is a moving look at our capacity for both pointless 
cruelty and simple decency.? ? Newsweek 

 The Denver Center for the Performing Arts has presented several of Mr. 
Haruf?s stories that have been adapted into play form, including 
?Benediction,? ?Eventide? and ?Plainsong.? If  you have an opportunity to 
see any of those plays as well as read the books, I think you will f ind them 
enriching your literary life. 

Note f rom Carla: "I shal l  miss you al l !"
What a wonderful parish St. 

Thomas is! I am so pleased that I 
found you here in Denver some 30 
years ago!  What memories I have, 
from my time as a working woman 
to my early attempts to f ind 
suitable expression for my skills 
and interests after retirement (I 
think I volunteered for everything 
there was that f irst year!), to the joy 
of my marriage to Art Branscombe, 
to the support given me as he 
passed away, and to the ways 
in which I have helped? and been 
helped by--the church during these 
f inal years.   

That was so special last Sunday, 
to have the altar f lowers dedicated 

to me and to have the coffee time 
afterwards, with that utterly 
delicious cake baked by Merrily 
Leonetti. I shall miss you all when I 
leave at the end of May.   

I will be back often, perhaps 
every year or so. Not only are my 
husband?s ashes in 
the columbarium, but also those of 
his f irst wife, Bea. And I look 
forward to seeing how St. Thomas 
has changed? and how it has 
stayed the same. 

My love to you all!  I shall miss 
you! 

 ? Carla Henebry-Branscombe 

Review: 'Plainsong' a lyrical  
meditat ion on communityThe African Community Center?s 

?First Friends? program introduces 
refugees immediately upon arrival to 
Denver. We were introduced to 
Sambatu and her children in 2010 
when they arrived in Denver from an 
Ethiopian refugee camp. Sambatu 
was from a Kunaman group in Eritrea 
and she had been in the camp for 13 
years following a border war. 
Sambatu was 24, Lemlem was 6, 
Tokko was 4 and Wehni was 2 when 
they arrived. 

Our job as f irst friends was to assist 
them in adjusting to their new home. 
We have remained good friends, 
almost l ike family the past six years 
and have learned much. The family 
has adjusted well. The African 
Community Center has been very 
helpful to them and to us. Although 
they have never attended St. Thomas, 
they call it the Easter Church because 
they dyed Easter eggs here and the 
St. Thomas volunteers were kind and 
helpful, and they have good 
memories of that Saturday. 

Being a First Friends volunteer 
requires a commitment of at least 
three hours weekly for a minimum of 
three months. At present, all First 
Friends volunteer positions are f il led. 

?-Tom & Jewel Wegs 

Experiences with 
a refugee family

http://www.acc-den.org
http://www.acc-den.org
http://www.acc-den.org


Summer Schedule will begin on June 5 with 
one Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. 

Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  
Community Food Bank ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst 
Sunday of the month benefits the 
Greater Park Hill Community Food 
Bank. The Servants for Justice 
Committee prepares sacks with lists 
of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the 
church.  If  you would like to take a sack, f il l it with one or 
many items, and return it on the f irst Sunday of the 
month, you will be helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

Cultural  Refugee Mentor Program ? There will be an 
orientation program at Lutheran Family Services on June 
1, 8, 15 and 29 at 1600 Downing starting at 6:30 p.m. The 
LFS link is: http:/ /www.lfsrm.org/ refugee-asylee. Several 
St Thomas members will be attending on June 15. Come 
join us or grab a friend and attend another time. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s 
meeting of the St. Thomas Men?s Group 
will be on Saturday, June 11 at 8:30 am at 
the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  
Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver. 

Youth Mission Trip ? As the culmination of three years of 
participation in the Episcopal Youth Leadership Institute, 
high school students Claire Gilmore and Ben Vandal will 
travel to Spain with the group this June to walk the 
Camino Trail, f rom Sarria to Santiago de Compestella, the 
spiritual walk to the tomb of St. James. Both teens are 
seeking sponsors to help defray their travel expenses; to 
support Claire and Ben, please make your donation 
payable to St. Thomas with ?Youth Mission Trip? in the 
memo line. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar 
f lowers is a great way to remember 
loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays, 
and those who have gone on to 
sainthood before us.  To donate 
f lowers, please sign up in the Great 
Hall.  You may bring in your own 

f lowers or the off ice will order them with your $50.00 
donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for refreshments 
and fellowship in the Great Hall after each service. We 
gladly welcome any contributions (store bought or 
home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour 
sign-up sheet is on the counter. 
Please sign up! Contact Susan Eaton 
at 813-629-2588 or Ginny Smith at 
303-404-3491 with any questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JUNE
May 29-June 5 ? Family Promise Week 

June 5 ? Summer Schedule Begins: One Service at 9:00 
am 

5 ? Greater Park Hill Food Bank Sunday 

12 ? St. Thomas Concert Series featuring Ollie Smith at 
2:00 pm 

June 13-17 ? Dalcroze Summer Camp 9:00-10:30am 

11 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course 
at 8:30 am 

20 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for July issue  

Weekly:  

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm (through June 
9) 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Service ? 9:00 am 

HFASS ? Sundays at 5:00 pm 

 

http://www.lfsrm.org/refugee-asylee


Financial   Repor t   f or   Apr il  2016

Our Pledge income for April was $6905 above budget 
and our pledge income for the year to date was $4414 
above budget. We also had some money and some 
increase in pledges due to the letter which went out 
stating that we must be sure that our income and our 
f inancial state is in good shape for calling a new rector. I 
don't have f inal numbers for this because we are stil l 
getting replies. Also, Mike Kallas, our consultant, is stil l 
working on getting a better handle on our reports so that 
we can make better statements to Vestry and to our 
parishioners in the Bold Living. We want to have a more 
complete report by next month.  

Our April expenses were $2279 below budget and our 
year to date expenses were $10,094 below budget. We 
are preparing an updated budget which will take into 
account changes that will be necessary in getting ready 
to call a new Rector and changes that are occurring 
because of the generosity of parishioners who are 
increasing their giving. We will be giving you more 
information about these changes in the next couple of 
months. 

I also want to add some information about the 
re-loadable King Soopers card which we have switched 
to. We are selling $10 cards which you can reload at any 
King Soopers store for any  amount up to $500. The $10 
cards which we sell you are identif ied by a number as 
coming from St. Thomas and when you reload it, St. 
Tthomas will get the credit. We will get 5%  of the reload 
amount instead of the 4%  of the sales of the cards 
which we have been getting. If  you shop at King 
Soopers,this is an easy way to provide some income to 
St. Thomas. For example, if  you reload your card for 
$100 you get to spend any or all of that $100 at a time 
and your receipt will show you how much is left on the 
card to use at a later t ime. You get the full value of your 
reload and St. Thomas gets 5%  back. 

 

By John Cl ar k

Expenses

Salaries, Payroll taxes, Health Ins., Pensions, 
etc.

$10,164.66 

Christian Ed., Music, Altar Supplies & Worship 
Expenses

$758.20 

Office & Facility $10,495.81 

Evangelism & Outreach $1,658.34 

Finance Costs, Insurance, and Miscellaneous $1,951.24 

Total $25,028.25 

April

Pledges $26,192.23 

Plate $1,142.25 

Special Offering - $1,225.00 

Fund raising $5,280.00 

Other ($1,563.95) 

Total $32,275.53 

Money in the Operating Account on April 30, 2016 $3,231.23 

Money in Operating Reserved Account $21,904.48 

Money in King Soopers Account $2,262.80 

Money in the Elevator Account $45,532.71 
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