
GUN VIOLENCE

Parish Gun Safety and Injury Prevent ion group working 
to raise awareness of  gun violence as a heal th issue
By Max Power

With the Vestry?s blessing, an informal group of 
parishioners, led by Marian Frank and Michael Earnest, is 
working to raise awareness of gun violence as a signif icant 
public health issue. 

Members of the group cover a spectrum of views from 
avid hunters and target shooters to those wishing for 
broad restrictions on gun possession. St. Thomas has also 
joined the Colorado Faith Communities United to End Gun 
Violence. 

So far, the GSIP group has: 

- Enlisted several parishioners in a rapid response 
team, whose members have attended legislative 
committees and contacted legislators; 

- arranged for parish members to share personal 
stories related to gun violence in Bold Living; 

- supported efforts to develop a city-wide focus on 
gun violence as a public health issue; 

- and begun a dialog with representatives of the 
Northeast Denver Islamic Center about the 
particular issues associated with gun violence in 
the Park Hill community. 

     In coming months, the group will share important 
information about the public health consequences of gun 
violence both locally and nationally. 

In June, the New York Times carried some important 
information regarding gun death rates worldwide. Read 
more at http:/ / nyti.ms/29n4PAj

Mentoring a refugee is a special  type of  privi lege
By Jim Hogan 

I recently had the opportunity to attend a refugee 
mentoring training at Lutheran Family Services, joined 
by Deacon Sally and Elsie Haley. Other members of ?Our 
New Neighbors: The St. Thomas Refugee Project? are 
attending this training over the next couple of weeks as 
a next step in our effort to support our community?s 
newest neighbors, refugee families. 

Of course the facts are overwhelming and in some 
cases nearly incomprehensible: over 18 mill ion refugees 
in the world at this time; over 40 mill ion more who are 
internally displaced, unable to f lee their country and its 
conflicts; 15 years as an average time that refugees will 
spend in a refugee camp - not 15 years as record of 
some sort? 15 years as an average. 

The work of mentors is focused on supporting 
refugees toward self-suff iciency and in a very short t ime 
period. Some common ways to do this may include 
helping them practice and improve their English; 
assisting with transportation or helping to navigate 
public transportation; providing opportunities to learn 
practical, social and cultural l ife skil ls for l iving here in 
the US. The goal for mentors is clearly not to take on the 
role of ?savior? but to help refugees move toward 

independence.

Privilege. Wow. 
I imagine myself  
helping someone 
learn English, 
when I have 
never known the 
challenge of 
learning a 
language in order 
to just get by 
from day to day. 
Or assisting 
someone with 
public transportation, when I have never had to rely on it 
myself  and at this moment could not explain the RTD 
system, much less f igure out how to get my family and 
my groceries from point A to B in Aurora. I am 
unbelievably privileged. 

But there?s another kind of privilege: the privilege of 
getting to know and understand and learn from 
someone, in perhaps just a very small way, whose life 
and perspective and experiences and challenges are so 
dif ferent than mine. What a privilege. 
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