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When conversat ions turn holy

Dear Friends,  

 Most of you have been 
participating in the Holy 
Conversations over the past 
month. These are designed to 
garner information about the 
parish and a sense of your 
vision for St. Thomas Church. 
As you know, they are led by 

the Search Committee. This is one of your opportunities 
to be a contributing part of the process that will lead to 
the call of the next rector.  
     You have probably consciously or perhaps intuit ively 
grasped through these Holy Conversations that the work 
of ministry at St. Thomas is constantly evolving. Our 
ministry here certainly doesn't go on pause during the 
interim period. The lay and ordained leadership of the 
parish have been active from the outset. This is a good 
thing. It means that we understand that the community of 
St. Thomas is the Body of Christ. Our worship and service 
don't depend on any one person. In other words, the 

church is not the rector. The church is all of us working as 
one, and I can assure you that candidates for the position 
of rector will pick up on the vitality that is St. Thomas 
Church. That energy and commitment will help attract the 
right person as the next priest and rector of this church. 

Summer is upon us. Many in the congregation are 
traveling. Our prayers are with you. Just as an example 
that the worship and mission of the church don't stop for 
summer, we have at least one baptism every month this 
summer. God is active among us. God also commanded us 
to rest. So, those of you on vacation - enjoy! 

On a personal note, I had the joy of being part of my 
wife's family reunion in Kansas City in June. My two 
daughters and their husbands were there as well my 
granddaughter. We were able to announce that by 
mid-January of 2017, we will have two more 
grandchildren. The tribe increaseth.  

Faithfully yours, 

Bob Hart, 
Interim Rector 


