
By Scot t  Bates, Senior Warden 

No offense to our friends from Kansas but driving 
across the Sunflower State is not a journey for the 
faint of heart. It?s a loooooong trip, at least for us: 
Melissa?s Kansas family is mainly in Lawrence, which 
is on the far eastern shore of the state. The road is 
straight and the view is unchanging wheat upon 
wheat upon wheat. 

There?s a point in the journey, about ten miles east 
of Topeka, when things start to change. More hills. 
More curves in the road. More colors outside the 
window and we know we?re almost there. 

Just l ike that - we know that we are ?almost there? 
in our long journey as St. Thomas, too. 

Your Vestry retreated on the weekend of July 14th 
to discuss our future as a parish. During our time 
together, we discussed the priorit ies that you set 
during the holy conversations held during the search 
process last year. These priorit ies include more 

young families at St. Thomas, steady f inances and 
better communication among ourselves and with our 
neighbors. These are big goals but are no match for 
the big ideas and big hearts of St. Thomas. 

With our new Rector fully on board, we all felt that 
the time for us to definit ively move forward on these 
priorit ies is now. You?ll be seeing and hearing about 
our specif ic steps soon. We know that we can?t do it 
alone: we will be asking for your help as we step 
toward our future and hope you?ll support the work 
with your time, ideas, energy and gif ts. But that?s 
what we do: we are St. Thomas, after all! 

So ? like the drive through Colorado?s neighbor to 
the east, we?ve endured a loooooong trip through 
transition together. We?ve driven past that now. I 
look forward to the hil ls, curves and colors that we 
will enjoy as we grow and learn together! 

Af ter A Long Journey, We Are Almost  There! 


