
By  El izabeth Bennet t  

Colorado Bishop Rob O?Neill is offering a matching 
grant of $1000 to help to replace the roof of St. George?s 
Cathedral in Cape Town, South Africa. Bono is 
contributing. The South African government is pitching in. 
And people in South Africa are buying tiles, sometimes 
one at a time. 
I have a personal history at St. George?s. When we lived in 
South Africa in 1994, we heard Archbishop Tutu preach 
here. He had just published The Rainbow People of God, 
and I introduced him to my rainbow family after the 
service. He kissed my ten-year-old daughter Jessye, who 
swore she would never wash her face. Six months later, 
on the f irst celebration of Freedom Day, now a national 
holiday in South Africa, there were two Nobel Peace Prize 
winners present? Archbishop Tutu and F. W. DeKlerk, who 
sat in front of us. The racially mixed congregation sang 
together the words of the old National Anthem under 
apartheid and ?Nkosi Sikele Afrika?, the freedom song of 
the African National Congress which, for years, had been 
forbidden and resulted in countless people being banned 
or imprisoned. 

On later trips, we visited the exhibit in the crypt of the 
Cathedral which commemorates the March of Freedom 
which then-Archbishop Tutu led in 1989. More than 
30,000 people of all races marched to bring down the 
apartheid system. The march led to similar marches in 
many other parts of South Africa. Five years later, Nelson 
Mandela was inaugurated President of the Republic of 

South Africa. 

Tutu said, ??And so we came to the cathedral to pray, 
Muslim, Jew, Christian, black, white ? our rainbow nation 
? and as we walked out into the streets of Cape Town it 
was exhilarating to be joined by thousands, swept along 
in the realisation of the dream that freedom is possible.? 

The Crypt also tells the moving story of South Africa?s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, led by Archbishop 
Tutu.
 
St. George?s has long been known as ?The People?s 
Cathedral,? and was a sanctuary for people oppressed by 
apartheid. It remains a bastion of social justice, working 
with refugees, advocating sustainable agriculture, and 
f ighting for the downtrodden in South Africa and the 
wider world.  

And? their roof is fall ing in. As Archbishop Tutu?s life 
draws to a close, I ask each of you to support his legacy 
by symbolically buying a roof t ile? a gif t of $10 or more 
can help this congregation which lives the values of St. 
Thomas, continue its ministry and legacy of justice, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

 Please make contributions to the plate on Sundays, or 
to the church off ice. Make checks out to St. Thomas with a 
notation for ?St. George?s Cathedral?. 

 Thank you! 

Wil l  you give $10 to save Tutu?s Cathedral? 

Ant i-Apartheid Landmark in desperate need of  roof ! 


