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Proper 9 Year B 
July 5, 2015 
St. Thomas 
 
By the Rev. Rebecca Jones 
 
 
There were five minutes and two seconds left in the game 
And the Broncos were down by a touchdown, 20-13. 
The Cleveland Browns had just scored. 
The Broncos muffed the ensuing kickoff. 
But they kept possession, and it was their ball. 
Still, it was first-and-10, on their own 2-yard line. 
They had to move that ball 98 yards if they were going to have any hope of 
winning that football game. 
 
Broncos offensive guard Keith Bishop stepped into the huddle 
Rubbed his hands together, and announced to his teammates: 
“We’ve got ‘em right where we want ‘em.” 
 
Those of you who are Broncos fans know what I’m talking about.  
It was Jan. 11, 1987. 
The AFC Championship game in Cleveland. 
And the next five minutes would go down in Broncos history 
As “The Drive.” 
 
You may know the story. 
John Elway drove his team all the way down the field 
And scored the tying touchdown with 39 seconds left to play. 
The game went into overtime 
And Denver won with a field goal, 23-20, to go on to the Super Bowl.  
 
I share this story because 
No. 1, I’m a Broncos fan, so I never get tired of talking about it. 
But I also think it illustrates in a way that a lot of people can relate to 
Just what the apostle Paul was talking about in his letter to the Corinthians. 
 
Satan had pushed Paul to his knees.  
He was struggling with a handicap  
that was a constant reminder of all that could NOT do. 
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He felt it limited him severely. 
And he begged God to take it away. 
 
We’re  not told just what that handicap was. 
Maybe it was a health problem. 
Maybe it was a difficult relationship. 
Or some kind of addiction.  
For all we know, it might have been a flooded basement, 
though I guess, given where he lived, the chances of that aren’t great.  
 
We’re never told what the thorn in Paul’s side was, 
But whatever it was, 
It sorely tested him.   
 
Three times he asked God to remove it. 
And finally God tells him “no.” 
“My grace is sufficient for you,” God tells Paul. 
It’s all you need.  
My strength comes into its own in your weakness. 
 
You see, from God’s perspective, 
Paul’s weakness wasn’t a problem. 
It was a gift. 
 
When he heard that, Paul began to stop focusing on his limitations – 
On what he COULDN’T do – 
And instead, he began to realize that there was NOTHING he couldn’t do 
If he would stop relying on his own strength 
And instead rely on God’s strength. 
 
These limitations that cut me down to size – 
Abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks –  
I just let Christ take over, he says.  
And the weaker I get,  
The stronger I become. 
 
What a concept! 
The farther down the field I have to carry that ball, 
The more glorious that victory will be!  
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I know I can’t do it. 
But Christ can. 
So I just hand the ball to Christ 
And let Christ’s power work in me. 
 
WE hear a similar message in today’s gospel reading. 
 
Listen to the way Jesus sent his disciples out into the world. 
He tells them to travel light. 
“Take no bread, no bag, no money.” 
They’re not even to take a change of clothes with them.  
They’re not to rely on anything – ANYTHING – 
Except the power of God. 
They’re not to weigh themselves down with possessions 
That could get in the way of the task they’ve been given. 
They’re to put aside all the things of this world  
that they think will protect them 
And instead they’re to trust in his grace.  
His grace will be sufficient. 
 
And then he tells them something very curious. 
He says that if people reject them, 
Won’t listen to them, 
they’re to shake off the dust on their feet and move on. 
 
In other words, don’t look back. 
There’s no reason to feel guilt or failure  
When others won’t accept you or your message. 
Just move on. 
 
Followers of Jesus are the ones who press on. 
WE press on in the face of hardship. 
We press on in the face of rejection. 
We press on in the face of leaky roofs and flooded basements and  
things that didn’t turn out quite like we planned.  
We press on in the face of weakness. 
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Because we know the secret that the rest of the world doesn’t yet know. 
We know that when we are weak 
And facing an impossible situation 
That’s when God’s got us right where God wants us. 
That’s when we stop struggling to find our own power 
And instead we tap into God’s power. 
 
I’ve just come back from the Episcopal Church’s General Convention. 
It was 10 extraordinary days in Salt Lake City.  
You may have heard some of the big things – 
and by big, I mean gigantic, earth-shaking, historic things – 
that happened at General Convention. 
 
You may have heard the news that our church, for the first time ever, 
elected an African American to become Presiding Bishop.  
Bishop Michael Curry was elected overwhelmingly,  
on the first ballot, 
and I believe he will be an incredible leader for our church.  
 
You may have heard  
that General Convention also overwhelmingly voted  
 to allow same-gender couples  
to receive the sacrament of marriage in our church.  
This is momentous,  
and while a lot of Christians will reject this and tell us we’re wrong, 
I hope you share my pride in the Episcopal Church  
for taking this step.  
Let’s just shake the dust off our feet as testimony against the critics 
and move on.  
 
These things all made headlines. 
But let me also tell you about some of the other things  
that happened at Convention,  
things you may not have heard about. 
 
The Convention named racial reconciliation  
as one of the top priorities for the church in the upcoming three years,  
and declared that praying and acting for racial reconciliation  
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is integral to our witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ  
and to our living into the demands of our Baptismal Covenent.  
The budget committee had asked for $1 million to work on this issue,  
and convention deputies said no,  
$1 million is not enough.  
Let’s set aside twice that much  
to really try something new for the church,  
something that can maybe make a major impact.  
So stay tuned. 
 
In the area of evangelism,  
the convention set aside $3 million  
to create a church-wide network for planting new congregations,  
and to train and recruit church planters, 
because we are not called to sit around and wait for people to come to us, 
we are called to take the gospel out to where the people are.  
 
In the area of care of creation, the Convention authorized  
the development of new liturgies to honor God in Creation,  
and the church will begin studying  
whether a sixth question ought to be added to our Baptismal Covenant, 
concerning our responsibilities as baptized Christians  
to care for God’s Creation. 
 
In the area of gun violence,  
our bishops led a march of 1,500 Episcopalians 
through downtown Salt Lake City, 
all the while singing hymns and praying. 
And the bishops and deputies passed resolutions urging lawmakers  
at all levels of government  
to require criminal background checks for all gun purchases, 
to ban assault weapons,  
and high-capacity magazines  
and kits to convert guns into automatic weapons, 
to crack down on gun trafficking, 
and to fund gun-violence research.  
Our church spoke out loud and clear  
against what Bishop Curry calls 
the “unholy trinity” of poverty, racism and violence.  
Powerful stuff.  
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Prophetic stuff.  
 
Now some will tell you that the Episcopal Church  
is in deep trouble.  
They will say that, like all mainline denominations,  
we’re looking at aging congregations,  
expensive buildings we can’t fill,  
and growing irrelevance  
in a culture where the number of Americans who even identify as Christian 
has reached an all-time low.  
 
And you know what: It’s all true.  
We are NOT the church we once were,  
where we could count on the dominant culture  
to automatically embrace Christianity,  
and where young folks might leave in their 20s,  
but we knew they’d come back once they started having children. 
 
We can no longer count on households  
automatically tithing to help us meet our budget, 
or count on wealthy church members writing big checks  
to cover capital expenses, 
or count on government officials showing us respect and deference 
because we’re the church.  
 
No, we can’t count of any of that anymore. 
There’s only one thing we can count on.  
God’s grace.  
Grace that will be sufficient to lead our church 
where it needs to be led;  
grace that will help us  
to continue to shed all that weighs us down; 
grace that will help us to travel light, 
grace that will help us find life in the midst of death, 
peace in the midst of violence, 
relevance in the midst of confusion,  
faith in the midst of doubt, 
courage in the midst of chaos, 
justice in the midst of injustice, 
and power made perfect in weakness.  
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Yes, our church is weak right now,  
and growing weaker every day.  
Thanks be to God.  
Our weakness isn’t a problem, it’s a gift. 
God has got us right where God wants us, 
positioning us to be powerful prophets, 
to run nimbly where others cannot go, 
to see a way forward  
through the powers and principalities lined up against us. 
 
When God is our quarterback, 
It doesn’t matter how far away the goal line is, 
Or how much time is left on the clock,  
We are NEVER out of the game. 
For God’s grace is sufficient. 


