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Service Time Change

Regular schedule resumes on Sunday, Sept  9 

Spoken Mass at  8:00 AM

Sung Mass at  10:30 AM

Adult  Forum and Sunday School  at  9:15 AM



?I predict that even in that very moment when you see 
with horror that despite all your efforts, you not only 
have not come nearer your goal but seem to have 
gotten farther from it, at that very moment, you will 
suddenly reach your goal and will clearly behold over 
you the wonder-working power of the Lord, who all the 
while has been loving you, and all the while has been 
mysteriously guiding you.? (Father Zosima from The 
Brothers Karamazov, by Fyodor Dostoevsky) 

Friends, 

Each Sunday, as we move from the liturgy of the 
word to the liturgy of the table, I, or the presiding 
priest, proclaims to you to ?walk in love, and Christ 
loved us.? The exhortation comes from St. Paul in his 
letter to the Ephesians (5:2). It?s been a while since I 
gave it much thought ? it?s become a verbal signal to 
move from hearing the word of God to gathering at 
the table and receiving the Word of God in Jesus. But 
in recent days it?s been a comfort to me as I process 
what?s next for St. Thomas. Walking in love implies 
that there is journey, that there is change. Just as 
Peter wanted to stay on the mountain of the 
Transfiguration, but learned that following Jesus 
would mean moving into the unknown, so the church 
often wants to f ind a resting place, but is inexorably 
pushed forward by the Spirit.  

When I came to St. Thomas, the church had 
completed a tremendous amount of work on who and 
how it was called to be in the world at this time. And 
the community included this work in my letter of 
agreement (a contract) in outlining f ive priorit ies for 
both me and church leadership. Those priorit ies were 
adequate funding for church operations, adequate 
children?s programs, dynamic programs that attract 
young families, better church communication, and a 
high quality music program. The vestry spent a 
retreat and several subsequent meetings f leshing out 
what these priorit ies meant and what steps would 
lead to some good measure of their completion. We 
built our annual fundraising campaign around 
investing in these priorit ies. My evaluation as rector 
of the parish was based on my work on these 
priorit ies. 

However, at the vestry retreat on July 14, the 
leadership of the church discovered that these 
statements didn?t speak to the deep places of longing 
and calling at St. Thomas. This discovery came after 
hours of deep digging into where and how we were 
called to be in community with one another. Leaders 
stil l felt confused about how we came to these 
statements and what success would look like. 
Feelings of shame rose up, shame about the 
dif ference between what St. Thomas thought about 

itself  and what it actually did as a community of faith. 
You can hear some of this shame in the way the 
priorit ies are written in words such as ?adequate? and 
?better?. 

At the same time, we discovered deep wells of 
vulnerability, hope, and longing as we shared stories 
and built our relationship together during the retreat. 
We worked to look at where we are gif ted and to lean 
into that gif tedness instead of focusing on what we 
are missing. I felt more alive and hopeful about our 
work together than I had in some time. 

We have to rework our priorit ies without losing the 
good work we?ve done so far. It may be that we 
mostly just have to change some language to make 
them more imaginative and hopeful and tied to our 
God given calling ? communication so that we can 
build relationship; attentive to the spiritual l ives of 
young people so that they may experience the love 
of God so many of us experienced when we were 
young, etc. 

This is the work that we all have to do ? not just 
l isting priorit ies, but digging deep into why we are 
called and then living into that calling. I wish that it 
looked more like a spreadsheet right now, but that?s 
not usually the way God works. What I do know is that 
our work together needs a lot more listening and 
relationship building. It will take listening and 
praying and loving one another for us to come to a 
place where we can know better what the work looks 
like. But that?s a good goal on its own. 

This has been a long letter already, but I must tell 
you that I have been overwhelmed by your 
generosity this summer. In response to my letter 
about our f inances and St. Thomas? need, we have 
received signif icant gif ts this summer (usually a slow 
time for church giving). July?s f inances are included in 
this newsletter for your information. I give thanks for 
all of you who are journeying with me, walking in 
love. 

Peace, 

Justi+ 

If  you are interested in participating in any of the 
decision making committees at St. Thomas, talk to me 
about joining any of the following: 

Vestry ? meets 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm 
(all meetings, unless otherwise noted, are public) 

Finance ? meets the Thursday before Vestry at 8:30 
am 

Buildings & Grounds ? meets the Tuesday before 
Vestry at 6:30 pm 

From the Rector



By Jon Moore 

In the 1960s, Social Justice seemed clear-cut. African-Americans demanded equity and fairness in voting and 
housing. The LGBT+ community (particularly the trans and gay sides) just wanted to drink a beer in peace 
without police harassment and abuse. The subsequent decades saw more and more f issures open as more 
groups sought equity within this country that had a hard time discerning justice for those considered on the 
?outs? of society. The quest for the ?more perfect union? seemed a daunting and unattainable journey in a 
country that always seems to change the rules. Today, more than ever, muted groups have begun to raise their 
f ists in the air saying ?Enough!?- women said enough in the ?Me Too? movement, Black folks have said enough 
with movements such as Black Lives Matter, and LGBT+ folks have said enough continuing our Pride marches 
and protests. St. Thomas showed up in the 1960s, and we stil l have a call to respond as members of the Jesus 
movement. Our founder (Jesus) called us to reach down and pick up the lowest and forgotten among us. This is 
the same call that at t imes has served to oppress - these same groups demanded fairness that Jesus openly 
and unambiguously welcomed. So, what are we to do? I stil l try to understand what ?Social Justice? means and 
how we as a Church can work to exact change for all groups crying out on the margins of this lopsided society. 
According to Wikipedia, Social Justice is def ined as: ?a concept of fair and just relations between the individual 
and society. This is measured by the explicit and tacit terms for the distribution of wealth, opportunities for 
personal activity, and social privileges.? Wow, where do we begin? So much is not equal, and a lot is unfair in 
our treatment of the ?other? - whoever that ?other? might be. The National Church has taken on the call to 
reconcile the deep wounds of white supremacy in our history as a church, but where should St. Thomas show 
up? Why not everywhere?  

This brings me to a second term- Intersectionality. This term is def ined as: ?the interconnected nature of 
social categorizations such as race, class, and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as 
creating overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage.? To me, this means that 
any cause or concern that St. Thomas has an interest in advocating for has a myriad of layers and dynamics that 
we can approach and offer our ministry. This concept opens the possibil ity of ministering from a place of 
l istening, compassion, and empowerment and not division or separateness. I think it?s a great approach and as 
a Church, I think we can offer a lot in terms of outreach and advocacy to our Park Hill Community and Denver 
at large. Where would you like to begin, St .Thomas? What ministries exist already, and what are we doing well 
in? Like my last submission, email me (moorjon@gmail.com), and let?s investigate where St. Thomas can and 
should show up for our neighbors.  

 Intersect ional ity: What Intersect ion should We Cross First? 



LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley 

Cristina Henriquez, The Book of Unknown Americans; 
Paddraig O Tuama, Sorry for Your Troubles 

With so much current focus on immigrants and 
asylum seekers and the plight of immigrant families, 
Cristina Henriquez?s novel, The Book of Unknown 
Americans seems especially relevant. Henriquez is 
the child of a father who immigrated from Panama 
and a mother who was born in New Jersey and 
served as a translator in Delaware public schools. 
She makes good use of her family?s experience in 
this novel: the main family are recent Panamanian 
immigrants who end up in Delaware, a place that 
seems an unlikely destination to most of the 
immigrants who live there. 

If  you have read Sandra Cisneros? The House on 
Mango Street, you will recognize the form Henriquez 
has chosen for this novel. We get a number of stories 
from a varied group of immigrants. One important 
story follows the unlikely friendship and growing 
romance of Maribel and Mayor, two outsider 
adolescents. But this is not just a coming of age story, 
nor is it young adult f iction. Henriquez weaves 
together the stories of families, marriages? strong 
ones and ones that break under the stress of their 
situation, schools, job situations. She shows us the 
dif f iculties, the strength of community, and the 
terrible odds facing these ?unknown Americans?, 
most of whom stay in spite of it all. 

Because I had recently returned from my f irst trip to 
Ireland, I was immediately drawn to Padraig O 
Tuama?s book of poetry, Sorry for Your Troubles. 
References to ?the troubles? abound in Ireland, and 
the phrase is used often, to refer to a number of 
t imes of trouble. In the tit le poem (which is also 
prose), O Tuama explores the phrase, commenting on 

the inf luence of ?English words and English-speaking 
people on Irish soil in Irish history.? He notes that the 
Irish word triobloid, which has been anglicized as 
?troubles?, is the Irish way of saying bereavement: 
?To be bereaved is to be troubled by grief.? And this 
collection of poetry examines recent Irish grief. 
Although O Tuama is from County Cork, in the 
southern part of the Irish Republic, his focus here is 
on Northern Ireland and the division? literal and 
metaphorical? of the Irish. He touches the wounds 
and hopes for healing. It is f itt ing that the f inal poem, 
?Shaking Hands?, is a commemoration of Queen 
Elizabeth?s 2012 state visit to Ireland, when she 
shook hands with Martin McGuinness, a former 
commander of the Irish Republican Army. ?Because,? 
the poem begins, ?what?s the alternative?? 

Both of these books are available in the literature 
section of the Emery Library. 

Library commit tee? volunteers? I will be out of 
town until the middle of September, but after that, I 
am hoping to f ind some volunteers among the 
congregation who would like to serve on a library 
committee. The committee takes care of ordinary 
business, l ike reshelving books and making 
selections for the library tables; writes reviews of 
books for Bold Living; and works on more long-term 
projects, such as cataloging our current inventory, 
reviewing books that are donated, and deciding on 
purchases. I would like to expand our activit ies, 
including more sessions for our children and young 
adults. If  you are interested in doing any of this or 
would like to talk to me about the library, just drop 
me an email at haleyerg@gmail.com or buttonhole 
me on Sunday morning. 

Next l ibrary table: September 23rd, 2018 af ter both 
services 



Lucille Davis Mallard was a 
champion of the social graces. 
When it was time to say 
?please,? ?thank you,? ?you?re 
welcome,? ?excuse me,? ? yes 
ma?am? and ?no sir? my mother 
held her breath and peered 
down at me until I uttered the 
appropriate phrase. When I did, 
she beamed with pride and 
breathed a long sigh of relief. So, 
I would be remiss if  I did not 
express my profound gratitude 
to the Pritchard family, Jim, John 
and Diane for their recent, 
generous gif t of service to St. 
Thomas Church. I say recent 
because, as we all know, the 
Pritchard family has been in 
perpetual service to our church 

for years.  
A few weeks ago, John and Jim painted the crèche 

f igures, our Nativity Scene that were in dire need of 
more than a modicum of make-over. Not only was their 
project an act of love, it was revolutionary. The skin of 

each f igure is dark. 

Unlike my mother, I do not hold an advanced degree 
from a prestigious, Theological Seminary. But, I have 
read the writ ings of many religious scholars who assert 
that since Jesus was residing in the middle East his skin 
was in all probability of a darker hue. This accurate, 
historical representation of the crèche f igures is 
especially important to me because as a litt le, African 

American girl growing up in Louisiana I never saw 
pictures of people in text books, magazines, cosmetic 
products, greeting cards or anything with brown skin 
like mine. This made me feel invisible, or that I was 

living in another world. As I ref lect on it, I was. 

If  we are complicit with the display of white skinned 
f igures of Jesus, Mary and Joseph are we participating 
in revisionist history? Imagine if  f if ty years from now 
there are books depicting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a 

white man? 

I am proud to be a member of the Episcopal Church. I 
love my church because of our holy boldness and 

will ingness to take to the streets. 
march and f ight for social justice. 
But, marching and protest in an 
anonymous sea of strangers can be 
less scary than talking about race, 
color and social injustice with our 
own parishioners face to face right 

here at our church.   

  My grace and courtesy lessons 
began at home with my mother. It is 
my hope that our newly painted 
creche f igures will spark honest, 
courageous dialog right here at St. 
Thomas among our own Christian 

Thank You Pritchards For A Cul tural ly Responsive Gif t  and Revolut ionary Act  

continued next page...



...continued

family or anything other uncomfortable issues on our 
hearts and minds. This is why I invited Dr. Gregory 
Diggs, God rest his departed soul. It was his intention 
that we continued the work he did in his workshop at 

the Adult Forum tit led, ?Am I A Racist?? 

We are not color-blind. We absolutely do ?see color.? 
Color is beautiful. What would the world be without a 
black berry and rich brown earth, green grass, a yellow 
daffodil and a red hibiscus, a purple dress and a kente? 
cloth, a dark, night sky as a backdrop for our sparkling 

stars? 

As I prepared hand-written thank 
you notes as a young girl, my 
mother said they should speak 
specif ically of the gif t I had 
received and what the gif t meant 
to me. This is my thank you note to 

the Pritchard family: 

Dear Jim, John and Diane, 

Thank you for your beautiful gif t 
of the painting of the crèche 
f igures for St. Thomas. When I saw 
pictures of them I was moved to 
tears. It is a gif t of love to our 
entire congregation. Litt le children 
of color will beam with joy and 
pride when they see them at 
Christmas time. Or, they might 

wonder about the change. White children might gaze 
upon them and perhaps transfer the experience of the 
image to see the divinity in their l itt le friends of color. 
Or maybe they will ask their parents ?why? and open 
important dialog that is overdue. Adults might get angry 
about the f igures. If  nothing else, they will make us 

think! 

Living boldly,  

 Linda Alston

Photos by Diane Pritchard



Dear Partners in Mission,        

Very soon I?ll be starting the journey back to Colorado to spend time visit ing you and the other churches that have 
been involved in this ministry. This involves trying to wrap things up here in a way that permits the ministries to 
continue during my absence. The consolation ministry will continue to visit people in our community, bringing 
words of comfort from the Scriptures and prayers. My classes have been divided up between a young man from 
Chile, Carlos, and a woman from Venezuela, Jessica, so the students will have the opportunity to take them though 
I?m not here. Carlos and I have been talking for several months about the classes and I?ve shared with him and 
Jessica most of my materials for those classes. The construction project will be on hold while I?m gone, although 
I?ve encouraged the other members to motivate some of the potential recipients for future assistance to start 
saving for the labor costs they?ll need. 

This year I?ll be bringing some handicrafts from some of the women in my community should people be interested 
in purchasing their products when I visit. Some churches are already scheduled, others haven?t set up a date yet. 
Please let me know if  you want me to visit while I?m back this fall. There are stil l some Sundays in September and 
December available, (as of this writ ing.) Alternatively, I can meet with folks during the week at such events as Bible 
studies or ECW or men?s groups or... God will ing, I?ll be on the Western Slope in September and November and on 
the Front Range in October and December. I?m looking forward to reconnecting with you! 

Thank you for all your prayers and support over the years! May God bless and guide you in all you do! 

In Christ, 

Cathy Donahoe 

 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and Senders. She is serving in the Dominican 
Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de Macorís and Santo Domingo. E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com Donations can be sent 
to SAMS (checks made to SAMS with Cathy?s name in the memo line for the general ministry or ?Donahoe Project? for the 
construction ministry): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA 15003. Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 
21000 website: www.cathydonahoe.weebly.com   

Wanted:  

Donation of $200.00 for Garden Tool Shed before Fall and Winter set in so 
we can store tools and garden supplies. Please contact the Junior Warden 
via email (moorjon@gmail.com) if  interested in contributing. Thank you in 
advance.  

Sept ember  Bir t hdays  
1 ? Rafael Atayde-Pena 

2 ? Elsie Haley; Shariana Spears 

3 ? Peg Oldham; Betsy Will its 

8 ? Evie Dennis; Lauren 
Hopkins 

10 ? Roy Smith 

11 ? James Clark 

15 ? Rosamond Hopkins 

17 ? Karl Reuter 

25 ? Jenifer Brandeberry; Joyce 
Paul 

6 ? John & Cherie Clark 

12 ? Karl & Pearl Reuter 

13 ? Dominic DelPapa & Jenifer 
Brandeberry  

17 ? Steven & Marsha Reeder 

22 ? Richard & Penny Hayes 

29 ? Mark & Judy Swinnerton 

ANNIVERSARIES  

http://www.cathydonahoe.weebly.com


Sundae Sunday on September 2 ? After the 9:00 am 
service, join us for ice cream sundaes and meet the 
Sunday School teachers for this coming fall. Sunday 
School begins at 9:15 am on Sunday, September 9. 

Join the Choir ? The St. Thomas Choir practices on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. All are welcome and 
encouraged to join. Please contact LaDamion Massey 
for further information.  

Food Ingathering on Sunday, September 2 ? Our 
monthly ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of 
the month benefits the Greater Park Hill Community 
Food Bank. The Servants for Justice Committee 
prepares sacks with lists of the most needed items. 
The sacks are available at the back of the church. If  
you would like to take a sack, f il l it with one or many 
items, and return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, 
you will be helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

The Parish Of f ice wil l  be closed for Labor Day on 
Monday, September 3. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, 
September 8 at 8:30 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l 
(Park Hill Golf  Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.  

Fal l  Kickof f  ? We will return to two services on 
Sunday, September 9 with Spoken Mass at 8:00 am 
and Sung Mass at 10:30 am. Join us for Adult Forum 
and Sunday School at 9:15 am.  

The St . Thomas Social  Just ice Book Club with discuss 
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the 
Cafeteria: And Other Conversations about Race by 
Beverly Daniel Tatum, on Wednesday, September 19 
at 7:00 pm in the second f loor meeting room. The 
next month, we will meet on October 17 and discuss 
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race by Debby Irving. Please join us! 

Bold Living Deadl ine ? The deadline for the October 
newsletter is Sunday, September 23. Please send 
articles and announcements to 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

Beer 'N Hymns: Oktoberfest  Edit ion - Saturday, 
October 6; 6:00-8:00 pm ? Come celebrate 
Oktoberfest the Episcopalian way by singing your 
favorite hymns while enjoying your favorite libation.  

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Peggy Weston at 
720-998-5440 or sandspj2506@gmail.com with any 
questions.  

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up on the 
poster in the Great Hall. Please indicate if  you will 
bring your own f lowers or the off ice will 
automatically order them with your $50.00 donation.  

Stay in the Loop ? To sign up for St. Thomas 
electronic communications (weekly e-blasts and 
monthly Bold Living newsletter), please contact 
Maria in the parish off ice at 303-388-4395 or 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER
2 ? Sundae Sunday following the 9:00 am service 

2 ? Greater Park Hill Food Bank Sunday 

3 ? Off ice closed for Labor Day 

8 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 
8:30 am  

9 ? Kick-Off Sunday ? Fall Schedule Begins: Spoken Mass 
at 8:00 am, Christian Education Hour at 9:15 am, and 
Sung Mass at 10:30 am. 

17 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

19 ? Social Justice Book Club at 7:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for October issue 

Weekly:   

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am  

Tuesday Book Club ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Service ? 9:00 am on September 2 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am 
Sung Mass begins on September 9 

mailto:sandspj2506@gmail.com


FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 2018
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