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Act ing as stewards of  the Kingdom of  God

Dear Friends: 

  On the medieval calendar of 
Anglo-Saxon England, they 
reckoned autumn began about 
August 7 with the harvest and 
the noticeably shorter hours of 
daylight. I think most of us 
date the start of fall in 
September as soon as we get 

past Labor Day. And here we are. The vacation days are 
behind us. Life just got a lot busier ? so too here at St. 
Thomas.

I?m calling September 11 Kick Off Sunday. A long list of 
parish activit ies has f il led our parish calendar: 

-  The regular schedule of worship resumes:  8:00 
and 10:30 a.m.

- The choir is back.
- Sunday Church School begins.
- The Adult Forums begin.
- Family Promise is with us for one last week.
- The Refugee Committee will commence a rice 

cooker collection for refugee families.
- And we do not forget the tragedy of September 

11 in thoughts and prayers.  

There is an underlying spiritual aspect to all this 
activity. We are exercising our call to stewardship. We 
gather and employ our resources for the work of God. The 
familiar words of the offertory were read on the last 
Sunday in August from the Letter to the Hebrews, ?Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have? ? This is 
at the heart of our l ife in Christ. We do what is good to 
the best of ability, and we share what we have for sake of 
the reign of God.

The Christian formation of children, youth, and adults; 
the beauty of God?s worship; our care for those in need; 
our witness for justice require our time, talent, and 
treasure. On Sunday, September 18, the Search 
Committee will present the Parish Prof ile. This is part 
your stewardship as well. You have contributed your 
thoughts and aspirations to form this prof ile. The 
Committee has given of its wisdom and labor. All this is 
Christian stewardship.  

The call of the next rector draws on our sense of 
stewardship in familiar and dif ferent ways. For a parish 
community to provide for a resident priest and pastor 
there are various ways this impacts our stewardship of 
resources. We will issue a call and a priest will sense that 
he or she has also heard the call of God. Then we will 
summon on our collective resources to help make this a 
reality. In budgetary terms this will probably require a 
third of our total budget. In terms of how we allocate 
time and talent and the next rector does the same 
requires more discernment. But it is all part of how we act 
as stewards of what God has given us.  

This is what we are about as stewards of the Kingdom 
of God. It is a wonderful and challenging time. I look 
forward to walking with you as we move out in witness to 
the love of Christ. 

 

Faithfully,

 Bob Hart, Interim Rector 

 


