
By Virginia Leavit t

On October 29 the refugee committee, Our New 
Neighbor, updated the congregation on the status of 
refugees globally as well as locally; introduced the 
Afghanistan family that the church is supporting and 
discussed ways in which individuals can support the 
family and refugees generally. Here are some of the 
highlights.

1. There are over 65 mill ion refugees and 
displaced persons (under reported),11.25 are 
children according to the UN.

2. Currently there are almost 1 mill ion Royingah 
Muslims who have f led Myanmar (Burma).

3. The f l ight of the South Sudanese due to a civil 
war has created the largest refugee camp in 
the world in Uganda.

4. Approximately 6 mill ion Syrians have f led 
their country.

5. 55%  of all refugees worldwide come from 
South Sudan (1.4m), Afghanistan (2.5m) and 
Syria (5.5m),

6. Top hosting countries: Turkey (2.9m), Pakistan 
(1.4m), and Lebanon (1.0m).

Since 1980, Colorado has resettled approximately 
57,000 refugees mainly in the Greeley, Denver and 
Colorado Springs area. Most of Colorado refugees are 
from Bhutan, Iraq, Congo, Afghanistan, Somalia and 
Myanmar (Burma). Last year, Colorado resettled about 
1,700 refugees.

St. Thomas follows the guidelines produced by the 
Episcopal Migration Ministries in its approach to 

supporting and serving refugees and addressing the 
refugee crisis:

1. Learn about refugees and resettlement;
2. Welcome New Americans to our community;
3. Become polit ically active re: refugee matters;
4. Write Op-eds/blogs;
5. Lead Advocacy Efforts;
6. Host Educational Events; and
7. Pray for them.

The Our New Neighbor Committee is participating in 
several of these areas and welcomes church members 
to assist in St Thomas' efforts to address the refugees 
and the refugee crisis. Please see any committee 
member if  you have any questions or to discuss ways 
in which you can help. Committee: Joe Taylor, Elsie 
Haley, Kathi Atkins, Peg Oldham, Jim Hogan, Dennis 
Higbee, Virginia Leavitt

St Thomas began supporting the Afghanistan family 
about one year ago. The family consists of the parents 
and four young children, one of which was born in 
Colorado. The church has supported the family 
through direct hands on assistance to both the mother 
and father through mentoring, tutoring, guidance and 
introducing the family to some basic American life 
styles like a visit to the zoo!

Currently the Denver Film Festival (November 1 - 13, 
2017) is showing 4 f ilms focusing on refugees and the 
refugee crisis. Here is the link to the festival - 
https:/ / denverf ilmfestival.denverf ilm.org/
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Coming This Month: The Carla Henebry-Branscombe Memorial Lecture Series will present programs about Palestine 
throughout November. Watch for further details in upcoming bulletin announcements and weekly e-blasts.

November 5: Rich Forer ? Gaza

November 12: Jan Miller ? Tent of Nations

November 19: Kelly Baker ? Children Under Occupation

November 26: Gary Anderson ? Water and Environmental Issues

https://denverfilmfestival.denverfilm.org/

