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By Kathi Atkins

To date much of the information shared in these 
monthly articles by members of the refugee 
committee has focused on the family we are working 
with, the Waziris. This is as it should be. Keeping 
everyone posted on the strides the family is making 
and how resourceful they are paints a powerful and 
personal picture of what the refugee effort is about. 
But l ike so many efforts there are many pieces in this 
complex and challenging puzzle that is immigration, 
migration and resettlement.

Early in our discussions of what this committee 
wanted to accomplish, we talked about the 
importance of looking at the bigger picture. We 
wanted to educate ourselves about the numerous 
facets of this issue. We also knew work schedules, 
other commitments and practicality would not allow 
all of us to work with this family. Each of us agreed 
to take on dif ferent roles in doing our work and 
getting the word out. My commitment was to serve 
as liaison with other Episcopal churches and 
organizations as well as others faith communities to 
learn what they are doing and how we might be able 
to work together. That?s a steep learning curve for 
me and in this article, I want to share with you one 
experience and resource I?ve learned about.

In early October, Deacon Sally and I attended a 
3-day conference sponsored by Episcopal Migration 
Ministries (EMM) held at St. Andrew?s-Denver. 
Entit led Love God, Love Neighbor, it was described 
as ?a three-day training that equips Episcopalians to 
be advocates, all ies, and ambassadors for refugees 
and the ministry of refugee resettlement?. And I am 
here to tell you that it did all of that and more. It was 
well attended by lay and clergy from across the 
country. All were eager to learn and share.There 
were four principal sessions: 1) Refugee 
Resettlement 101 - a basic course in terminology, 
statistics, processes both international and local, and 
key players, 2) Asset-Based Community 
Development (ABCD) as a method of engagement for 
those who would be ambassadors, advocates, and 

allies for refugees and immigrants, 3) Messaging - 
how to describe both the problem and some 
possible solutions, and 4) Advocacy. Each session 
was jam-packed with information and presented by 
knowledgeable staff  from EMM and their partners 
who work daily with this issue.

You may have become aware of EMM from the 
banner which hangs in our cloister. Who they are and 
what they do embraces a variety of activit ies. They 
describe their work as a ?living example of the 
Church?s commitment to be a presence of hope, 
comfort and welcome to refugees. It is one of nine 
national resettlement agencies, and organization 
that l ives into Christ?s call to welcome the stranger 
as Christ himself .? They work directly with refugees 
and other immigrant groups to assure the smoothest 
transition possible as they begin their l ife in the U.S. 
They also work to support dioceses and 
congregations as they f ind their place in this 
ministry of service, education, and advocacy. They 
work closely, too, with the Episcopal Public Policy 
Network (EPPN) to keep abreast of the constant ly 
changing landscape of immigration issues so that 
they can inform as well as advocate for immigrants, 
immigration and resettlement issues.

The take-away (literally) was a binder of 
information and resources which the committee will 
be integrating into our work. They have also created 
a website for those who have attended these 
conferences. It is described as a living document, so 
it can be added to. Attendees are able to 
communicate with one another as well as presenters. 
I f ind that it gets used regularly and provides a 
unique resource for all. While its use is l imited to 
conference attendees, I am more than will ing to 
share information from the binder with those who 
might f ind it useful in the social justice work they are 
committed to. The information on messaging and 
advocacy provide useful and practical information.

In closing I would like to let you know that this is 
an issue that Bishop Rob is interested in and 
committed to. He shared with those of us at the 
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Breakfast with the Bishop auction event that he 
heard the Rev?d. Canon Stevenson speak at an event 
he was attending. He was so taken by what he said 
that he invited him to this year Diocesan convention 
where he and Allison Duvall, conference coordinator, 
did one of the sessions. He reported that the session 
was well attended and that many expressed concern, 
interest, and commitment around this issue. He 

expects to see more churches having some kind of 
presence in this arena.

If  you?ve read this far, I hope I haven?t drug you too 
far into the weeds. But please, if  you have questions 
or would like to look at any of the material, please 
ask, and I will gladly share.

LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley

As we start a new year and you are making 
resolutions, you might resolve to make a visit to the 
Emery Library, whether or not you have been there 
before. One section you might l ike to check out the 
biography section. You will f ind it on the west wall of 
the library, opposite the children?s section. In it you 
will f ind an interesting variety of biographies and 
autobiographies. A random list may give you an idea: 
The Life of Mahatma Gandhi; The Greatest Generation 
by journalist Tom Brokaw; Margaret Sanger, about the 
birth control pioneer; Joan of Arc; Lady Bird 
? Johnson, of course; Elie Wiesel, the Holocaust 
survivor and human rights activist; Iacocca, about Lee 
Iacocca, the auto executive famous for his time at 
Ford Motor Company.

Of course January 15 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
and it will be followed by Black History Month in 
February. (Did you know that February was chosen as 
Black History Month because both Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass were born in February?) So it 
seems like a good idea to highlight two biographies 
of major African American icons: Martin Luther King 
Jr., and Thurgood Marshall.

Stephen B. Oates, Let the Trumpet Sound: The Life of 
Martin Luther King Jr. (1982) is the f irst biography of 
King to be written by a professional biographer; it is 
the f inal volume of Oates?s Civil War Quartet. (The 
f irst three are The fires of Jubilee (Nat Turner), To 
Purge This Land with Blood (John Brown), and With 
Malice Toward None (Abraham Lincoln).) Oates sees 
King as the successor of these three very dif ferent 
men.

Oates is known for his meticulous research and use 
of primary sources, and his book is long and detailed. 
He focuses on King the man, his life, his personal 
doubts and concerns, in the context of the turbulent 
t imes of the Civil Rights era. In addition to the public 
King, whom most of us know, Oates details the life of 
the child, the young man who dreamed of becoming 
a university teacher and scholar, the scholar who was 
profoundly inf luenced by Thoreau and Gandhi.

If  you only know Thurgood Marshall as the gruff  
old man in Supreme Court robes, you will f ind Juan 
Will iams? Thurgood Marshall: American Revolutionary 
(1998) will be a revelation. Will iams, the author of 
Eyes on the Prize, portrays a man with a huge appetite 
for l ife? handsome, charismatic, urbane and witty. 
But paradoxically, Marshall is also a driven and 
hard-nosed revolutionary.

We know Marshall as an icon of African Americans, 
but Will iams notes that his f ight to expand rights for 
individual Americans: ?He especially succeeded in 
creating new protections under law for America?s 
women, children, prisoners, homeless, minorit ies and 
immigrants. Their greater claim to full cit izenship in 
the Republic over the last century can be directly 
traced to Marshall. Even the American press has 
Marshall to thank for an expansion of its l iberties 
during the century.? Will iams shows us a man who 
changed the course of our history, and may make you 
long for another Supreme Court justice just l ike him.

These books and other biographies can be found in 
the featured books area of the library. I hope you can 
f ind something you enjoy.


