
As was announced in August's Bold Living these days 

leading up to our national election on November 8 will be 

observed as a time for ref lection, repentance, 

reconciliation, prayer, and action. The impulse for this call 

arose out the increase in racial tension that escalated this 

summer.  Attention has shif ted to the election, but the 

campaigning itself  has only highlighted racial issues in 

this country.  Even the Summer Olympics had moments 

when questions of race came to the surface.  Now is the 

time to ref lect, think, and act for racial reconciliation.  

Over a hundred years ago the great W.E.B. DuBois wrote 

in The Souls of Black Folk, ?The problem of the Twentieth 

Century is the problem of the color-line, --- the relation 

of the darker to the lighter races of men in Asia and 

Africa, in America and the islands of the sea.?  It remains 

an issue for the Twenty-f irst Century. 

October 1, Saturday ? ?With the ringing of a bell and a 

speech from President Obama, the National Museum of 

African American History and Culture in Washington is to 

off icially open its extraordinary collection to the public?  

But the museum can claim another, equally important 

achievement: helping resolve the protracted debate 

about the contributions of black people to American 

history and, indeed, about whether they had a history 

worth preserving at all.  Those questions were at the 

heart of the nation?s original debate about whether, and 

how, black l ives matter.? Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

October 2, Sunday ? Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 

us sinners and the violence that enslaves us.  Lead us to 

the heart of your Son so that our hearts may be turned to 

peace.   Pray for our nation whose wealth is soaked in the 

blood of black, brown, red, and yellow bodies.   This is a 

sorrow you know too well, when you held the lifeless 

brown body of your Son, murdered by the Empire in the 

name of Law and Order.   Pray for us.   The Rev. Reagan 

Humber 

October 3, Monday ? ?More than a museum, the 

building on the National Mall is a refutation of two and a 

half  centuries of the misuse of history to reinforce a 

social order in which black people were enslaved, then 

systematically repressed and denied their rights when 

freed.? Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

October 4, Tuesday ? ?But Charlotte?s protests are not 

black people versus white people. They are not black 

people versus the police.  The protesters are black, white, 

and brown people, crying out against police brutality and 

systemic violence.   If  we can see them through the tear 

gas, they show us a way forward to peace with justice.? 

Will iam Barber II, president of the North Carolina 

N.A.A.C.P. and a founder of the Moral Monday movement. 

October 5, Wednesday -  ?Anyone who is concerned 

about violence in Charlotte should note that no one 

declared a state of emergency when the city?s schools 

were resegregated, creating a school-to-prison pipeline 

for thousands of poor Africa-American children.   Few 

voiced outrage over the damage caused when half  a 

mill ion North Carolinians were denied health insurance 

because the Legislature refused to expand Medicaid.? 

Will iam Barber II 

October 6, Thursday ? ?When Charlotte?s poor black 

neighborhoods were aff l icted with disproportionate law 

enforcement during the war on drugs, condemning a 

whole generation to bad credit and a lack of job 

opportunities, our elected representatives didn?t call it 

violence.? Will iam Barber II 

October 7, Friday ? ?Instead, let?s look at the vast, 

diverse majority of the protestors [in Charlotte, N.C.]. This 

is what democracy looks like.  We cannot let polit icians 

use the protests as an excuse to back reactionary ?law and 

order? measures.   Instead, we must march and vote 

together for policies that will l if t up the whole and 

ensure the justice that makes true peace possible.? 

Will iam Barber II 

October 8, Saturday -  A book to read:   The Warmth of 

Other Suns: The Epic Story of America?s Great Migration by 

Isabel Wilkerson. National Book Award for Nonfiction. 

This work tells the story of the Great Migration and the 

Second Great Migration, the movement of 

African-Americans our of the Southern United States to 

the Midwest, Northeast, and West from approximately 

1915 to 1970. 
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October 9, Sunday ? ?In the Scriptures, the prophet 

Jeremiah denounces false prophets for crying ?peace, 

peace when there is no peace.? We cannot condemn the 

violence of a small minority of protesters without also 

condemning the overwhelming violence that mill ions 

suffer every day.? Will iam Barber II 

October 10, Monday ? ?I?m not sure how many days are 

left in my life.  I am not suffering from a terminal 

disease.   I don?t work in a high-risk occupation. No, I don?t 

have suicidal thoughts.   I don?t even live in an especially 

dangerous neighborhood.   I am racially black and I l ive in 

America, which raises the question: Will I l ive as long as I 

intend??   by Chris Lebron in The Stone 

October 11, Tuesday ? ?Yet, I am certain as I can be 

without personally knowing this man [Terence Crutcher] 

that he thought a death like the one that befell him was 

in the realm of the possible for him --- because Terence 

Crutcher was black in America, which happened to be the 

same condition shared by Keith Scott, Tamir Rice, 

Philando Castile and hundreds of other black Americans 

kil led by employees of the state in the past few years.? 

By Chris Lebron in The Stone 

October 12, Wednesday ? Black Lives Matter 5280 uses 

a holistic racial justice approach that strengthens health 

and wellness, community building, educational 

programming, economic sustainability, and direct action 

strategizing. 

October 13, Thursday ? Black Lives Matter 5280: We 

f irmly believe that communal visions of l iberation are the 

way forward into a beloved society that aff irms gender 

equity and 

social justice. 

   October 14, 

Friday ? Black 

Lives Matter 

5280: Our work 

is to cultivate 

communities of 

abundant joy 

where all Black 

people are emboldened and empowered to lead, love, 

heal, and thrive. 

October 15, Saturday ? ?But back of this stil l broods 

silently the deep religious feeling of the real Negro heart, 

the stirring, unguided might of powerful human souls 

who have lost the guiding star of the past and are seeking 

in the great night a new religious ideal.  Some day the 

Awakening will come, when the pent-up vigor of ten 

mill ion souls shall sweep   irresistibly toward the Goal, 

out of the Valley of the Shadow of Death, where all that 

makes life worth living --- Liberty, Justice, and Right --- is 

marked ?For White People Only.?? W.E.B. DuBois ?Of the 

Faith of the Fathers? in The Souls of Black Folk 1903. 

October 16, Sunday ? Almighty God, who created us in 

your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend 

against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, 

that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to 

employ it in the maintenance of justice in our 

communities and among the nations, to the gory of your 

holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

October 17, Monday ? ?We need to focus on 

developing a national standard for how information such 

as police videos is released, and how prosecutors, 

polit icians and law enforcement work together in a 

consistent and fair way. No one can be seen to be hiding 

information, or to try to cover up unflattering truth. We 

also have to face the fact that while many of un 

encounter violence in our communities, it occurs 

disproportionately in poorer communities, which 

unfortunately happen often to be minority communities.  

How do we keep people safe? How do we ensure that 

laws are enforced clearly and impartially?? Charles H. 

Ramsey, co-chairman of the President?s task force on 21st 

century policing. 

October 18, Tuesday ? ?One answer I keep returning to 

is a greater commitment to partnering with community 

groups.  The police must not be seen by residents as 

quasi-military occupiers, but rather as all ies and 

partners.?   Charles H. Ramsey, co-chairman of the 

President?s task force on 21st century policing.
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Days of  Ref lect ion... cont inued

October 19, Wednesday ? An independent analysis of 

Washington Post data on police kil l ings:  One of the 

report?s authors wrote, ?The only thing that was 

signif icant in predicting whether someone shot and kil led 

by police was unarmed was whether or not they were 

black? Crime variables did not matter in terms of 

predicting whether the person kil led was unarmed.? 

October 20, Thursday ? The Department of Justice?s 

investigation into the behavior of police in Ferguson, 

Missouri: ?Off icers expect and demand compliance even 

when they lack legal authority. They are inclined to 

interpret the exercise of free-speech rights as unlawful 

disobedience, innocent movements as physical threats, 

indications of mental or physical il lness as belligerence.? 

October 21, Friday ? ?In 2016 we confront a new phase 

of the problem of police legitimacy.  The Rodney King 

video was shocker in its t ime.   Now it seems that every 

week brings a new video of a black body being beaten 

and shot by the police. A f lurry of government reports on 

policing in Ferguson, Cleveland, Baltimore, and Chicago 

have all delivered the same message---that racism has 

deeply infected American policing.? Ta-Nehisi Coates, a 

national correspondent for The Atlantic, What O.J. 

Simpson Means to Me, The Atlantic, October 2016. 

October 22, Saturday ? Alicia Garza, one of three 

founders of Black Lives Matter, says with so much media 

focus on the violent elements of the protests in 

Charlotte, many have lost sight of the injustice that 

sparked them. ?The thing people get so concerned about 

is how do we stop the violence in Charlotte but yet we?re 

not thinking about the fact that there?s been violence in 

Charlotte since way before whatever is happening there 

has happened.? [? ]  According to Garza, those who are 

concerned with violent protests in Charlotte should focus 

instead on the conditions that create them.   By Andrew 

White editorial intern at Complex. 

October 23, Sunday ? ?Hear this, you that trample on 

the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land [? ] 

buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of 

sandals?  The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.? Amos 8: 4-7 

October 24, Monday ?  ?Freedom, by definit ion, is 

people realizing that they are their own leaders.? Diane 

Nash 

October 25, Tuesday ? Black Lives Matter is a call to 

action and a response to the virulent anti-Black racism 

that pervades our society. 

October 26, Wednesday ? Black Lives Matter is 

broadening the conversation around state violence to 

include all the ways in which Black people are 

intentionally left powerless at the hands of the state. 

October 27, Thursday ?Black Lives Matter is a 

chapter-based national organization working for the 

validity of Black Life. 

October 28, Friday ? Black Lives Matter is working to 

(re)build the Black liberation movement. 

October 29, Saturday ?Black Lives Matter seeks to 

spark dialogue among Black people, and to facil itate the 

types of connections necessary to encourage action and 

engagement.

October 30, Sunday ? ?Destruction and violence are 

before me; strife and contention arise. So the law 

becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked 

surround the righteous---therefore judgment comes forth 

perverted.? Habakkuk 1: 3-4 

October 31, Monday ? ?Then the righteous will stand 

with great confidence in the presence of those who have 

oppressed them? ? Wisdom 5: 1 Off ice for the Eve of All 

Saints 


