
By Mike Earnest  

The new St. Thomas Stewardship Committee recently met 
to plan for this year?s annual pledge campaign. We each 
discussed our personal history at St. Thomas, all that we have 
received here, and why we want to serve in this stewardship 
role. Our conversation then turned to ?What is our best 
message to give to our parish during this special year of 
transition??  After some struggle we paused, then Brian 
Swanson spoke up. ?I don?t 
know if  this sounds right,? he 
said, ?but what about ?WE are 
St. Thomas??? We all took a 
breath, looked at each other, 
and agreed, ?Yes. That?s it!?  We 
found our theme. 

We have since shared the 
idea with the Rector Search 
Committee, and they have 
adopted it, f raming their 
beautiful Parish Prof ile report 
with that theme. (See the 
related article in this month?s 
Bold Living.)  In addition, the 
Vestry at their September 
meeting agreed to adopt the 
theme. 

So what does it mean? Why 
does it inspire us? 

?WE? ? That?s us, all of us. Everyone who worships here.  
Everyone who comes all the time or occasionally or who 
supports our missions and ministries at a distance. All of us 
are full members of the St. Thomas community, sisters and 
brothers welcome at God?s table every week. All of us share 
the Peace of the Lord, the mystery of the Eucharist, the 
?Communion of the Saints? - often in person; always in spirit. 
We are together in church and often side-by-side beyond our 

church walls as we serve our many missions. We are Christ's 
witnesses everywhere we go in the world. 

Our Stewardship Committee asks you to consider your 
experience of the ?WE? of our beloved community. Examine 
the personal reality of our church for you ? the ministries, the 
worship, the music, the adult and child educational offerings, 
the missions, our clergy and staff , the outside programs we 
house, and our beautiful sanctuary, buildings and grounds. 

Consider their importance to you 
and your entire family. 

Our Stewardship Committee 
members are Kathi Atkins, John 
Clark, Ed DeCecco (associate 
chair), Mike Earnest (chair), 
Melissa Jones, Fred Mast and 
Brian Swanson. Fr. Bob serves as 
our guide and advisor. Please 
share with us your questions, 
suggestions, and concerns. 

The details of our Stewardship 
Campaign schedule will roll out 
in the coming weeks with 
announcements in church, 
articles in Bold Living, homilies 
from the pulpit, letters to the 
parish, and some special other 
displays and electronic postings. 

Watch for them. 

We will wrap up the campaign on Sunday, November 13, 
with the in-gathering of our pledges at the morning worship, 
followed by a special blessing and celebration cosponsored 
by the Stewardship Committee and the St. Thomas Vestry. 

WE are St. Thomas! What does that mean to you? How do 
you and your family want to commit to St. Thomas? future for 
2017 and beyond? 

?WE Are St . Thomas!?

The f irst piece of construction on the main f loor of our 
buildings has begun.

Work has begun on the accessibil ity ramp along the north 
aisle of the church. The ramp should be f inished, perhaps by 
October 1. The ADA handrails and the decorative rail ing that 
matches existing rail ings will be constructed over the next 
two weeks.

Once the handrails are installed, the ramp will be useable, 

providing access to both the altar area and the Great Hall.

Architect drawings have been prepared for the new ADA 
accessible restroom and all the important decisions have 
been made for the update on the kitchen. These projects will 
be done in sequence: accessibil ity ramp, restroom, and 
kitchen. In addition, the dying tree in the courtyard has been 
removed. 

Good news f rom the Capital  Campaign


