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In case you are wonder ing, I  am the 
cause of the delay of Bold Living. 
Most of you know  that I  am rarely at 
a loss for  words (a fact some may 

w ish were di f ferent). But this time, I  am. I?ve sat and thought and prayed about 
what to say. The problem is not that I  have nothing to say; the problem is that I  
have so much to say. I  hardly know  where to begin. You have given me more love, 
space, forgiveness, tr ust, good w i l l  than I have ever  deser ved. And you have 
brought me more joy than I know  how  to express w ith my feeble words. So, where 
does one begin when a love has been so r ich? 

One phrase seems to sur face over  and over : grati tude for  your  generosi ty. I  preached recently about 
my beloved cat, Carol ine. I t may seem foolish to some, but I  can see in her  a cer tain grati tude for  our  
having taken her  in. She shows i t to me ever y day. And i t makes my hear t glad.

Well, my beloved St. Thomas, I  am not so di f ferent from Carol ine. I  have a cer tain grati tude for  you for  
taking me in? for  saying ?yes? to me years ago. For  tr usting that even though you hardly knew  me, 
perhaps we could be a good match. Thank you for  your  patience w ith my mistakes, my fai lures, my 
missteps. Thank you for  forgiving me when I hur t you or  missed things that you could see better  than I. 
Thank you for  loving me when I was weak or  fear ful, hur ting, or  angr y or  confused or  gr ieving or  
simply at the end of my rope. Thank you for  celebrating w ith me in my joy, in my playfulness, in my 
si l l iness. Thank you for  letting me share my gi f ts, for  bel ieving in me even when I tr uly did not bel ieve 
in myself . Most of al l , thank you for  leading me so much closer  to Chr ist. You have taught me, loved me, 
held me, challenged me, and let me lead. These gi f ts have blessed me beyond measure. Thank you for  
your  most generous love.

And now, I must ask something of you, something of crucial impor tance. Please, please, extend that 
same generous love to this community r ight now, as you move for ward. I  ask you to open your  hear ts, 
your  minds, your  hands, and your  pur ses to this beloved community. This is not a time to hold back. 
This is not a time to ?wait and see? what w i l l  happen next. This is a time to step up, to say, ?We are St. 
Thomas, and we are stronger  than ever.? There could be no greater  blessing send-off you could offer  
me than to step up tangibly, visibly as I bid you farewell.

On November  1, we w i l l  celebrate our  l i fe together  as we gather  the pledges you w i l l  make to St. 
Thomas for  the coming year. The year  w i l l  br ing the special r equir ements of your  search for  the next 
r ector  of this beloved place, a pr iest who w i l l  shepherd and lead and walk w ith you into a vibrant new  
chapter  in the l i fe of this par ish. That per son has much to bui ld upon, for  i t is my earnest bel ief that we 
have done good and fai thful work together  to prepare for  this new  season.

I ask you, w ith al l  that I  am, to give generously of yourselves for  the work at hand. Please consider  
r aising your  pledge i f  you are able. Please do pledge whatever  you can. Ever y single pledge matter s. I  
urge you to make this a banner  year ! And please offer  your  time and talent to our  vestr y for  the work 
that w i l l  ensue after  I  leave. Please stay ful ly ?in?? ful ly engaged and committed. How  joyful i t w i l l  be 
for  me and for  you? for  al l  of us? to hear  on November  1 that you have committed yourselves to 
ensur ing that this amazing community is posi tioned well  for  a new  era of vibrant ministr y in this ci ty.  
You are most generous. I  thank you for  what I  know  you w i l l  do to suppor t our  leaders in walking 
boldly into a new  era.

And I thank you, w ith al l  that I  am, for  your  generosi ty beyond measure to me and to my family.

I  love you forever.

Ruth

RECTOR'S REFLECTION
THE REV. RUTH WOODLIFF- STANLEY, RECTOR



Walkers and bike r ider s stop to admire our  gardens 
and many ask questions about where our  produce 
goes. The answer : most of i t goes to Metro Car ing at 
Dow ning and 18th.

We bui l t 12 r aised beds dur ing 2011-12; we now  have 
14 beds, thanks to George Smith's bui lding of two 
additional beds in 2015. A neighbor  on Bellair e St. has 
planted # 13 r aised bed; the ADA bed is waiting for  
gardeners - i t is bui l t higher  than the other  beds  and 
is wheelchair -accessible as well  as high enough for  
those who want to "stand up" to garden. Contact one of 
us i f  you are interested!

2015 began w ith "good intention" plantings, then a 
couple of hai l  storms damaged many plants, r esulting 
in late-production, especial ly of tomatoes. Green 
beans, zucchini , basi l , kale, cher r y tomatoes, mint 
continue to produce, and we have har vested and 
delivered the produce to Metro Car ing most ever y 
week. N.B. A 10# zucchini  from New  Mexico 

contr ibuted this week to our  "poundage."

NOW, we need grant monies and monetar y 
contr ibutions in order  to br ing water  to our  garden. 
We continue to drag the hose across 22nd Avenue to 
water  our  r aised beds, taking 90 minutes or  more to 
complete the water ing. We envision a couple of faucets 
instal led in the garden area so that individual 
 gardeners  are able to water  their  beds as needed.

We were awarded an $8000 grant from the Colorado 
Episcopal High Plains committee, and dur ing the next 
several months we w i l l  be sending proposals for  
community garden grants to a var iety of 
organizations. We need an additional  $8 - 10,000 to 
complete this garden i r r igation project which includes 
instal l ing a faucet at the southwest end of the church 
bui lding and running underground pipes across 22nd 
 to the garden as well  as placing a couple of faucets in 
the garden area. 

SPRING 2016 IS THE SEASON TO COMPLETE THIS 
IRRIGATION PROJECT!  Can YOU help?

St. Thomas garden coordinator s,

     Cather ine Welch and Ginny Smith

ST. THOMAS 
GARDEN UPDATE



As we prepare to bid farewell to our  Rector, I  want to let you 
know  about a couple of impor tant dates. Fir st, please plan to 
join us for  an evening farewell for  Ruth at the home of Vicki  
and Mike Earnest on October  27 (detai ls to fol low ). Then, join 
us for  one ser vice at 9 AM on November  1 fol lowed by 
brunch. At that time, we w i l l  gather  our  pledges for  2016 and 
celebrate Ruth?s ministr y among us. Please plan to be present 
for  this impor tant morning in the l i fe of our  par ish. Final ly, 
mark your  calendars for  November  15, when Canon Lou 
Blanchard w i l l  preach, celebrate, and lead an adult forum 
(our  Colorado Haiti  Project update team has graciously 
agreed to r eschedule their  time). Canon Blanchard w i l l  
provide us w ith a road map for  next steps in our  inter im and 
w i l l  be avai lable to answer  questions. As always, I  am happy 
to hear  from you w ith questions or  concerns. I  am confident 
that God has exci ting things in store for  us.

Chr istine Nelson

Senior  Warden

Bir t hdays &
Anniver sar ies 
Oct ober
Anniver sar ies

1 ? Ed & Carol Donahoe

13 ? Char les & Shir ley Henr y 

23 ? Bernard & Susan Row lett

Bir thdays

1 ? Trevor  Fai

2 ? Mikia Caston

5 ? Finley Knight

7 ? Jessica Strother

10 ? Barbara Moe; Ben Vandal

11 ? Peggy Weston

15 ? Jaden Bland; Virginia Leonard

18 ? Amy Hansen

19 ? Alison Atayde; Tana Knopf; 
Bernard Row lett

20 ? Chauncey Rhyne; Dennis 
Leonetti

23 ? Grace Atufunwa; Char les Henr y; 
Cindy Row ley

24 ? Nancy Atufunwa, LaDamion 
Massey

28 ? Laurel Sparks

SENIOR WARDEN'S UPDATE

FAMILY PROMISE RETURNS!
Hey folks!  The Family Promise host week  cancelled for the remainder of 
2015 because the FP coordinators expected remodeling to interfere.   As 
you know, the remodeling project has been placed on hold until after Jan. 
1 so the coordinators decided to return to our originally assigned week 
and host after all.  

So, Family Promise volunteers:  We need you!  The coordinators are 
scheduling the October week (Oct 25-Nov 1)and will be in touch soon (if 
not already).   If you have not volunteered in the past, here is your 
opportunity.  Contact Vicki Earnest at vickiearnest@comcast.net for 
information.  

Also, the FP food supply in the pantry was distributed to a homeless 
shelter.  Thus, the food supply needs to be replenished.    Please contact 
Karla Bullock (karla@drbullock.com) to learn how you can help.

The Family Promise coordinators plan to have an information/workshop 
about some of the changes that we are experiencing, as well as other ways 
that you volunteers can be helpful 

during this time of transition for us all.   Stay tuned!



Announcement s &Adul t  For um Sundays at  9:15am

Blessing of  the Anim als ? Sunday, October  4 at 2:00 
pm ? In obser vance of the Feast of St.Francis of Assisi , 
there w i l l  be a Blessing of the Animals ser vice on 
Sunday, Oct. 4 at 2:00 pm.  Al l  are invi ted to br ing pets 
to r eceive a blessing.  Donations of pet food w i l l  be 
col lected to benefi t a local animal shelter.

Men?s Gr oup Br eak fast  ? The next meeting of the St. 
Thomas Men?s Group w i l l  be on Saturday, October  10 
at 8:30 am at the Park Hi l l  Golf  Course, 4141 E. 35th 
Avenue, Denver.    

Al tar  Flower s ? A donation of altar  f lowers is a great 
way to r emember  loved ones, anniver sar ies, bir thdays 
and those who have gone on to sainthood before us.  
To donate f lowers, please sign up in the binder  in the 
Great Hall .  You may br ing in your  ow n f lowers or  the 
off ice w i l l  order  them w ith your  $50.00 donation.

Cof fee Hour  Hosts Needed  ? Have you been enjoying 
a cup of coffee, tea, juice along w ith a sweet or  other  
goodies after  Sunday?s ser vice?   Then you know  how  
pleasant and relaxing this time can be when we greet 
and enjoy each other.  Please consider  hosting this 
special time by making coffee, providing the 
r efr eshments, and greeting your  fel low  par ishioners.  
Look for  the sign-up sheet in the Great Hall , and i f  you 
have questions about how  this al l  works and what to 
do, please cal l  the church off ice. 

Whiskey Jade Duo featur ing St. Thomas Choir  
member  Jessica Strother  w i l l  per form at the 
Metropoli tan Bar  and Gr i l l  (10111 Inverness Main St 
Unit H, Englewood, CO 80112) from 6:30-9pm on 
Saturday, Oct. 3. She and pianist James Bosma w i l l  
be per forming an evening of covers and jazz tunes 
featur ing the music of Amy Winehouse, Joanna 
Newsom, The Beatles, and others. 

They would love to make this a r egular  gig, so help 
them pack the house! Feel fr ee to br ing and 

invi te other s; she and James can?t wait to see you!

Events and Meet ings

4 ? Blessing of the Animals at 2:00 pm

10 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hi l l  Golf  
Course at 8:30 am 

10 ? One Wor ld Singers Workshop from 9:00 am?2:00 
pm

19 ? Vestr y Meeting at 6:30 pm

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for  November  issue

25? Nov. 1 - Family Promise Week 

Weekly:  

Dalcroze ? Mondays from 3:30-7:00 pm 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm

St. Thomas Choir  Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Morning Prayer  ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am

One Wor ld Singers ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm

Al Anon ? Fr idays at noon

Sunday Ser vices ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am 
Sung Mass 

HFASS ? Sundays at 5:00 pm



Karen L. King, The 
Gospel of Mary of 
Magdala: Jesus and 
the First Woman 

Apostle, 
2003.

Much of 
my academic l i fe has focused on the r eclaiming 
and teaching of Amer ican l i terature by women.  

This semester  I  have the great for tune to be 
working w ith some wonder ful senior  students at 
Metro in a seminar  on the w r i ting of Toni 
Mor r ison.  We have just f inished reading Song of 
Solomon, which has a number  of character s w ith 
bibl ical names, including one named 
?Magdalena, cal led Lena.?  As we discussed the 
impor tance of naming and the possible r easons 
for  the names Mor r ison chose to use, I  asked 
these ver y br ight students of l i terature what they 
knew  about Mar y Magdalene.  Without 
exception,  the answer  was the same:  They 
?knew ? she was a prosti tute.  Karen   L. King 
would probably not have been surpr ised, but I  
am sure she would have not been pleased.

King?s book, The Gospel of Mar y of Magdala: 
Jesus and the Fir st Woman Apostle,  presents a 
ver y di f ferent picture of this impor tant woman of 
the ear ly church.  The gospel as we have i t 
cur rently  consists of fr agment, which King 
tr anslates and places in histor ical context.  She 
also presents a comparative study w ith other  
ear ly Chr istian w r i tings, including gospels and 
the letter s of Paul.  The book is both an 
impressive piece of scholar ship and a tr uly 
interesting and readable work.  I t offer s a 
fascinating picture of the str uggles of the ear ly 
church as those left behind tr y to understand the 
teachings of Jesus and their  roles in car r ying out 
his w ishes.

King is well  sui ted to w r i te such a book.  A 
professor  in the Har vard Divini ty School, she is 
the f i r st woman appointed Holl is Professor  of 
Divini ty, the oldest endowed chair  in the countr y.  
Her  theoretical interests include gender  studies 
and discourses of or thodoxy and heresy, and she 
is tr ained in comparative r el igions and histor ical 
studies.  And perhaps most impor tant of al l , she 
is not afr aid of controversy? and apparently, 
Mar y of Magdala wasn?t ei ther.  

MOVE YOUR FEET
Dear  Fr iends,

For  the f i r st time in my l i fe, I  have been away from Denver  more than at home this year.  My tr avels 
have included the great gi f t of spending the last month of her  l i fe w ith my beloved mother -in-law, who 
was 96 when she died.  Sally made grow ing old look l ike the greatest of pr ivi leges? in her  last years, 
she reread al l  of Shakespeare, w rote some public off icial at least several times a week, did the New  
York Times crossword puzzles, kept up voluminous and w itty emai l cor respondences, had 4-5 books 
going ever y day, swam dai ly, tootled around Spain for  two weeks w ith her  beloved daughter, my w ife 
Sara; and continued to make her  husband John, in his word, ?besotted.? 

I also spent several weeks in Baltimore at tr ials and the sentencing of my son, Alex, for  f i r st degree 
murder.  Because many of you have walked this agonizing journey w ith me for  the past four  years, and 
because a number  of people in the St. Thomas family have chi ldren who have been incarcerated, I?d 
l ike to include a por tion of what I  said in his sentencing hear ing.

I  do believe in redemption? I believe that confession, repentance, making efforts to atone, and moving into 
the future following a different path, does happen.  I  believe that Alex is working sincerely to become the 
man he was raised to become, the person he wants to be. I  was cynical and skeptical of his ?jailhouse 
conversion? three and a half years ago.  He has earned my respect and my trust with his 
steadfastness? with his overcoming failure? with his taking responsibility for big and little things.  I  

LIBRARY 
CORNER
El sie Gal br eat h Hal ey



Shining Hope f or  Communit ies

Kiber a School  f or  Gir l s

Jess and Kennedy?s Book Fund 
r aising par t y
About six years ago, I  introduced Jessica Posner  and 
Kennedy Odede to the congregation. They were  just 
star ting SHOFCO, Shining Hope for  Communities, and 
their  f i r st big project was to star t the Kibera School for  
Gir ls, a fr ee school for  gir ls in Afr ica?s largest slum.  St. 
Thomas members r esponded w ith extr aordinar y 
generosi ty, giving more than $15,000 to this 
organization in the f i r st year? we were one of their  
ear l iest large donors.

Since then, SHOFCO has grow n in extr aordinar y ways.  
In addition to the school in Kibera, they have a water  
tower, a health cl inic, a r esidential home for  the most 
at-r isk gir ls, a l ib r ar y, and more? .and they have 
opened another  school in a nearby slum, and are 
adding health cl inic, water, adult education, and other  
community ser vices.

Since then, Kennedy, who had almost no formal 
education, has graduated from Wesleyan 
Univer si ty? and was their  commencement speaker.  
Signi f icant gi f ts have been given by New man?s Ow n, 

VHS, Clinton Global Ini tiative, and many more 
organizations.  Jess and Kennedy have received 
numerous honors? .and have joined their  l ives in 
mar r iage.

On October  20, they w i l l  be in Denver  as par t of the 
tour  of their  new  book, being published by Harper  
Coll ins and released on October  13, cal led Find Me 
Unafraid.  Tattered Cover  Colfax w i l l  host a r eading 
and book signing on October  20, at 7:00.  Here is 
information on the book:Click here: Find Me Unafraid.

AND? if you pre-order  before October  12, $31.99 w i l l  
be given to SHOFCO by the Find Me Wisdom 
foundation and SHOFCO board.  You can buy from 
Amazon or  Barnes and Noble.

Their  time in Denver  is VERY l imited, and the 
publisher  has most of their  time tied up in media 
inter views.  But they w i l l  be at our  house on the 
evening of Sunday, October  18th, for  a fund-raising 
par ty, and would l ike to set aside 6:00-7:00 to see old 
fr iends from St. Thomas. So i f  you?d  l ike to get an 
update on how  they?re doing, get your  book signed, 
and make a contr ibution to the next stages of grow th 
for  SHOFCO, RSVP to me at 303-322-2230 or  
el iza500@aol.com.  Books w i l l  be avai lable at the 
event.

believe that Alex will have things to contribute to this world, both in his time behind bars, and in his life 
afterwards.

I am sincerely grateful to the people of the State of Maryland? .detectives, public defenders, State?s 
Attorneys, judges, court reporters, sheriffs, social workers, and more, for keeping him safe, treating him 
with respect and kindness.  .  My son is a man of color, who was treated with dignity and respect by 
Baltimore police officers and every member of the Baltimore County court system.

I am grateful to the victim's family, who in the midst of overwhelming grief, anger, loss, and frustration, 
have been a beacon of what it means to live their values? values of family loyalty, faith, and forgiveness.

Most r ecently, I  spent three weeks at the chi ldhood lakeside home of my w ife Sara, where w ith fami ly 
and close fr iends, we swam, gr i l led, played gin, Monopoly, Hear ts, paddleboarded, boated, laughed and 
healed.

And for  the past three weeks, Sara and I have ambled around rural England, seeing sheep ever y single 
day? reading James Her r iott, staying at farm B&Bs, visi ting a tiny vi l lage church more than a thousand 
years old, hear ing the men?s and boys? choir  of York Minster, and seeing grouse, pheasants, moorhens, 
and doves.

Now  we are back? and planning to stay planted for  a whi le. I  look for ward to r ejoining my St. Thomas 
family, and being a par t of the changes coming to the beloved community.

Elizabeth Bennett

http://www.findmeunafraid.com/
http://www.findmeunafraid.com/
http://www.findmeunafraid.com/
http://www.findmeunafraid.com/
http://www.findmeunafraid.com/


Happy Fall  to al l  of you!

One of my jobs, which is so ver y 
impor tant, includes the Sunday 
Morning Church Ministr ies.  Many 
of you are alr eady active in these 
ministr ies.  This is an open 
invi tation in this impor tant par t of 
our  spir i tual l i fe together.

Ushers are the hospital i ty w ing of 
Sunday Morning.  Most l ikely the 
f i r st per son who greets you is the 
Usher.  They come in al l  sizes and 
ages because several of our  
chi ldren have joined this ministr y.  
Whether  you are a long time 
member  or  a newcomer, the usher  
welcomes you into the church each 
Sunday morning.  

Acolytes, are another  w ing of our  
ministr y fami ly.  The acolytes also 
come in di f ferent sizes and ages, 
and are one of the core ministr ies 
in our  ser vice.  

They lead the choir  and clergy to 
the altar, they take par t of the 
proclamation of the Gospel, they 
ini tiate and close the weekly 
col lection of our  gi f ts to God.  They 
f lank the Euchar istic por tion of 
our  ser vice, and they lead us al l  
out into the wor ld after  the 
ser vice.  Once a chi ld is 8 years old, 
he or  she can be tr ained as an 
acolyte.

Chalice Bearer s are tr ained to 
ser ve the w ine dur ing the 
Euchar ist, to be one of the l inks in 
the celebration for  which we come 
to church.  

Readers/ Lector s are also an 
integral par t of our  worship. Their  
job is to r ead the appointed 
Scr ipture for  each ser vice.  

Two tr ained ministr ies, that 
r equir e a formal tr aining and are 
l icensed by the diocese, are Lay 
Euchar istic Visi tor s (LEV?s) and  
Lay Euchar istic Minister s (LEM?s).  
LEV?s are the r epresentatives of 
the pr iest and the church in the 
home of someone who is 
homebound, ei ther  temporal ly or  
permanently, and unable to attend 
the Sunday Morning Ser vices.  
LEM?s ser ve at the altar  w ith the 
deacon to prepare the Table for  
Communion.

I am always looking for  and 
invi ting new  people to take par t in 
any of these ministr ies for  each 
ser vice.  I  hope i f  you feel a cal l  or  
a yearning to learn more about 
these areas of our  worship 
ministr y, that you w i l l  let me 
know.  

Maybe, some of you have ser ved 
other  churches in these capaci ties.  
I  invi te you to join the team at St. 
Thomas.  Please let me know  i f  you 
are interested!  We need you!

Deacon Sally

DEACON 
SPEAKIN'
Deacon Sal ly

ADULT FORUM

SUNDAY AT 9:15 AM IN THE GREAT 
HALL

OCTOBER 4 ? Capital ism?s Eurocentr ic 
Roots: The Racism Inherent in The 
Amer ican Way and How  We Could 
Change Our  Future for  the Better.

We?ll take a look at the inter section of 
Chr istian ethics, r acial formation theor y, 
and poli tical economics.  Our  Amer ican 
way is rooted in r acism in ways we don?t 
often see. We w i l l  examine alternative 
paradigms from Black Panther  and Young 
Lords par ties w ith an eye toward a 
di f ferent Joshua Bar tholomew, a Tr inidad 
and Tobago native, grew  up in Roxbur y, 
Boston, MA, earned a bachelor s degree in 
psychology and a minor  in theology from 
Fordham Univer si ty, a Master s of  
Divini ty in Systematic Theology, Union 
Theological Seminar y, and is now  a 
thir d-year  I l i f f /Univer si ty of Denver  
doctoral student studying Religion and 
Social Change.

OCTOBER 11, 18 ? The Letter  to the 
Hebrews: An Eloquent Call

No book in the New  Testament is more 
eloquent or  more theological ly 
sophisticated than the Letter  to the 
Hebrews. What?s more, though i ts or igin 
is unknow n to us, there?s a chance the 
author  may \well  have been a woman. 
Throughout October  and November, we?ll  
be hear ing passages from the Letter  to the 
Hebrews in our  Sunday lectionar y. So in 
this two-par t class, we?ll  examine more 
closely what these passages are saying.

The Rev. Rebecca Jones is curate at St. 
Thomas and inter im dir ector  of 
communications for  the Diocese of 
Colorado.

October  25 ? St. Thomas Living Room: A 
Community Conversation w ith Reverend 
Ruth



The St. Thomas 
Capital Campaign 
off icial ly ended 
July 1st w i th a 
total of $305,000 
being contr ibuted 
or  pledged. The 
Capital Campaign 

committee says ?THANK YOU!? to al l  who pledged 
or  contr ibuted to the campaign.  I f  you have not 
yet made a pledge (perhaps you were waiting to 
see the actual work begin), you may sti l l  do so.  
Please tel l  Mar ti  Smith or  John Clark that you 
want to make a pledge and let them know  the 
amount of the pledge. We know  that you have to 
the end of 2016 to complete payment on your  
pledge. However, i f  i t is at al l  possible for  you to 
pay a signi f icant amount (or  al l  of i t) by the end 
of 2015, i t would help the cash f low  resulting 
from the r enovations/r emodeling being 
under taken in the next few  months.  Again, thank 
you to al l  who have contr ibuted or  pledged to this 
Capital Campaign.  Your  w i l l ingness to invest in 
the future of St. Thomas is greatly appreciated 
and w i l l  enable the par ish to continue i ts work 
inside and outside of the par ish now  and into the 
next several years. 

Mar ti  Smith, Chair  of Capital Campaign 

Kar la Bullock, Michelle Cooney, Vicki  Earnest, 
Charm Gi lmore, and Joe Hughes, Members of the 
Capital Campaign Committee 

 Status of  the Renovat ions and Rem odel i ng 

As most of you know, we began the r enovation 
process ear l ier  this year  w ith the complete 
r enovations of the lower  level bathrooms making 
them ADA accessible and more functional.  We 
are cur rently in the process of making the 2nd 
f loor  bathroom ADA compliant and more 
use-able.  This work should be completed in the 
next couple of weeks. 

The contract for  the new  l i f t ser ving al l  three 
f loor s of the church has been signed and design 
work by the company is under way.  This l i f t, 
which can accommodate people and their  wheel 
chair s or  walker s,  w i l l  be connected to the 

stair way at the front of the church off ice/meeting 
room area (outside Rev. Ruth?s off ice).  
Instal lation of this l i f t is scheduled for  completion 
in late September /ear ly October  of this year.  
Since the r amp from the cour tyard to this area of 
the church w i l l  sti l l  be the way to access the off ice 
area/Great Hall /new  bathroom area of the 
bui lding, people using the l i f t w i l l  go through the 
off ice area.  Thus, the off ice area is being 
r enovated to make i t accessible for  wheel chair s 
from the r amp to the l i f t.  Phase 1 of this 
r enovation does not r equir e bui lding permits so 
that w i l l  begin in the next couple of weeks. 

The plans for  r enovating the ki tchen and 
instal lation of two new  main level bathrooms 
(one of which w i l l  be ADA accessible) have been 
submitted to the City of Denver  for  permitting.  
As soon as we receive the permit (anticipated for  
ear ly September ), demoli tion work w i l l  begin in 
that area of the str ucture.  This w i l l  necessi tate 
r emoval of the cur rent main f loor  bath whi le the 
instal lation of the new  bathrooms is under taken.  
Thus, the ADA compliant por t-a-potty in the front 
of the church for  those who f ind i t di f f icult to 
navigate stair s to the bathrooms on the other  
levels.  I t couldn?t f i t through the entr y into the 
cour tyard so that is why i t is where i t is.  We 
anticipate al l  of the planned renovations and 
remodeling work w i l l  be completed in late 
November.  I f  you have any questions about the 
proposed work, please contact me.  We w i l l  al l  
need to exercise patience whi le this work is being 
under taken as i t w i l l  be somewhat inconvenient 
for  al l  of us who use these areas of the church.  
Once i t is completed, we w i l l  have a big 
celebration and a blessing to the new ly r enovated 
areas and then enjoy our  new ly r enovated 
sur roundings for  many years to come. 

George Smith 

Super visor  of Renovations 
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Financial  Repor t  f or  August  2015

At the end of May our  pledge income for  the year  was about $750 above budget and our  plate income was about 
$450 above budget. In June and July both pledge and plate were below  budget. In August our  pledge income was  
about $1100 above budget and our  plate was about $450 above. We hope that as we go into fal l  our  income w i l l  
continue to improve. On the expense side the expenses for  the faci l i ty and insurance were high.  Most of this was 
for  clean up and repair s for  water  damage in the sacr isty and because our  insurance bi l l  did not ar r ive on time 
and we did not pay in July. Most of the water  damage was paid by our  Church Insurance and we caught up w ith 
our  insurance payments in August. The rest of the expenses were about normal.

John Cl ar k

Money in the Operating account on August 31, 2015 -$39,159.61

Money in the Operating Reserve Account $35,284.94

Money in the King Soopers Account $6,197.80

Income August

Pledges $21,038.66

Plate $4,606.60

Fund raising $3,290.80

Other $1,675.34

Total $30,611.40

Expenses

Salaries, Payroll taxes, Health Ins., Pensions, etc. $15,217.66

Christian Ed., Music, Altar Supplies & Worship Expenses $974.98

Off ice & Facility $11,089.52

Evangelism& Outreach $1,769.33

Finance Costs, Insurance, and Miscellaneous $2,692.91

Total $31,744.40

John Cl ar k


