
The newsletter of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
diverse ?  Christ- centered ?  committed

November 2016

The gift of God in community
Dear Friends:  

  The theme for this fall?s 
stewardship emphasis is WE are St. 
Thomas. I can?t think of a better 
short four-word sentence to 
underscore who and what is St. 
Thomas Church. WE, together as 
community, constitute this vital 
parish church always striving to be 

faithful to our vocation in Christ Jesus. This theme reminds 
us of an essential part of our Christian faith. 

The Church is community. And community is a process 
creating trust and deep bonds of friendship. 

Before twitter, facebook, blogs and mobile phones, we 
hadn?t the option of a virtual community. People actually had 
to gather and talk to one another. Church was the primary 
place we did this for many decades of American life. And it 
remains a central fact of the Christian experience that the 
Church is community. 

As we think about our relationship to God and to our 
fellow human beings, we should  keep this primary 
experience central. We describe the Church not as ?a? 
community, not as ?the? community. We say the Church is 
community. That is who we are, community created by the 
Spirit of Christ. Jesus told his disciples that he called them 
his ?friends.? St. Paul described the fellowship of Christians 
as the Body of Christ. He also wrote we are called into this 
fellowship by God in Christ. 

A healthy community supports the workings of all its parts. 
Community gathers in conversation and mutual discernment. 
It charts a path and moves together towards its goal. 
Christian community builds and restores itself  through the 
grace of forgiveness, reconciliation, love, and 
encouragement. We experience this at the Eucharist, the 
Table of the Lord, the place where all are welcome. 

About the time you receive this edition of Bold Living the 
nation will be going to the polls for a national election. The 

nation is not much of a community these days as the lead up 
to the election has shown. In many places even local 
churches have succumbed to the fractious nature of our 
national culture. We can demonstrate the power of the 
Gospel in this climate. I think people have almost forgotten 
the gif t of God in community. Between the Festival of All 
Saints and Thanksgiving, let?s make November a month of 
discovering the power of a people ?united in one holy bond 
of truth and peace, of faith and charity? ? 

Faithfully,  
Bob Hart, Interim Rector 

November, the Month of  Remembrance, 
In-gathering, and Thanksgiving: 

- November 1, Tuesday, The Feast of All Saints, 
9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist (said) 

- November 2, Wednesday, The Commemoration 
of All Souls, Holy Eucharist 12:30 p.m. (said) 

- November 2, Wednesday, The last ringing of the 
49 Bells, 1:00 p.m., in remembrance of all 
victims of violence 

- November 6, Sunday of All Saints, 8:00 and 
10:30 a.m., Baptism and the reading of the 
names of the faithful departed. 

- November 13, Sunday, Parish Stewardship 
Ingathering, 9:30 a.m., one Service of  Worship, 
the Holy Eucharist , followed by fellowship in 
the Great Hall. 

- November 24, Thanksgiving Day, Give thanks to 
God for all of God?s blessings. 

- November 27, Sunday, Advent I, 8:00 and 10:30 
a.m. 


