
St. Thomas to display Black Lives Matter banner
   Several months ago the Vestry had an init ial 

discussion about the mission and principles of the Black 
Lives Matter movement and whether to hang a banner 
outside of St. Thomas in support of this movement. 

The decision at that t ime was to begin a discussion of 
Black Lives Matter and the general subject of racism in 
our country, community, and church. In September we 
began in all of our forms of parish communication a series 
of daily quotations and references around the topic of 
racism and Black Lives Matter. This will continue until 

November 8, Election Day. 

In October Angela Miller led two compelling and 
informative adult forums on Black Lives Matter and 
racism. At the October meeting of the Vestry, the Vestry 
voted to hang a Black Lives Matter banner outside St. 
Thomas Church in witness and as a response to increased 
incidents of racial discrimination and violence. Angela 
Miller announced this decision during her stewardship 
talk on October 23 to a round of applause from the 
congregation. Look for it! 

Bl ack  l ives  mat t er

Further reading and resources on Black Lives Matter

By Angela Mil ler

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Black Lives Matter discussions we had on September 25 
and October 2. The conversation was lively and 

informative, 
and I am 
thankful to be 
part of a 
community 
that is will ing 
to listen and 
eager to act on 
behalf  of those 
who lives are 
impacted by 

systemic racism. 

At the end of the presentation, I asked the St. Thomas 
community to support the movement by hanging a Black 
Lives Matter banner in front of the church. I am happy to 
announce the vestry approved a resolution to hang a BLM 
banner so I look forward to having that up in the next 
couple of weeks. 

I also asked the parish to consider a call to the 
Department of Justice at 202-514-2000 or emailing them 
(https:/ /www.justice.gov/contact-us) to demand they 
make  implicit bias and de-escalation training a 
requirement  for  local law enforcement receiving 
federal  funding. 

To continue our discussion around racial discrimination 
in the justice system, we will be showing the Netf lix 

documentary 13th at St. Thomas on November 13, at 2 
p.m. 

I sincerely appreciate the support I've received from the 
entire St. Thomas community around the issue of racial 
justice and look forward to continuing the discussion 
around what more we can do as a faith community to 
promote equality for people of color.

If  you are interested in reading more about the topics we 
discussed, here's a list of books that can be used as 
resources around implicit bias and how it affects the way 
we view the world. 

Silent Racism: How Well-Meaning White People Perpetuate 
the Racial Divide, Barbara Trepagnier

Blink: The Power of Thinking without Thinking, Malcolm 
Gladwell 

Racism Without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the 
Persistence of Racial Inequality in the United States, 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva

Let?s Get Real: What People of Color Can?t Say and Whites 
Won?t Ask about Racism, Lee Mun Wah 

The New Jim Crow, Michelle Alexander, Cornel West 

Are We Born Racist: New Insights from Neuroscience and 
Positive Psychology, Jeremy Smith, Jason Marsh, Rodolfo 
Mendoza-Denton

Conscious Leadership in the Workplace: A Guidebook to 
Making a Difference One Person at a Time, Rosalie 
Chamberlain 

https://www.justice.gov/contact-us


Sunday School st udent s t ack le Black  Lives Mat t er  project

By Tory Moir

   You may have 
noticed that the 
St Thomas 
"Tween" class 
attended last 
month?s 
conversations 
about Black Lives 
Matter, led by 
Angela Miller. 
While talking about race can be dif f icult and sensitive, 
this issue is too important not to talk about with our kids. 

    After l istening to Angela?s 
presentation, we talked more 
about how the conversations 
about race and implicit bias 
might relate to their own 
daily l ives. Our kids shared 
stories from school and from 
church. We were all 
particularly impacted by the 
personal stories shared by 
members of our St Thomas 
community, and the kids felt 
passionately that they 
wanted to help make our 
church a more just and 

inclusive place. The idea they came up with was making 

Black Lives Matter posters to show our support for racial 
justice, and to give some ideas of what we can do right 
here at St Thomas. 

   These posters will be hanging up in our classroom. Stop 
by for a visit to see them and see what we?re up to in 
Sunday School. 

SERVANTS FOR JUSTICE

Deacon Speakin'

Ment or ing a new refugee fam ily
  Lutheran Family 
Services/Episcopal Migration 
(LFS/EMM) just notif ied the six 
trained St. Thomas members that 
we have been assigned a refugee 
family to whom we will serve as 
mentors ? to introduce them to 
Denver and the U.S. Our family is 
the Waziri Family: there are f ive 

members in this family, and they live in Aurora. At this time 
we do not know their ages, but we do know they are from 
Afghanistan and have just arrived in Denver.  

We are thril led, excited, and scared. We are spending a lot 
of  t ime praying that we can meet their needs and provide 
some stability to them as they f ind their way into our 
country. The mentor group is made up of Elsie Haley, Joe 
Taylor, Dennis Higbee, Jim Hogan, Angela Pleasants, and me. 

We ask your prayers of support and will soon share more 
information with all of you as we begin our ministry. 

Blessings and hope, 

Deacon Sally 


