
By Dennis Higbee

St Thomas is actively involved in supporting an 
Afghan refugee family - the Waziri Family -  through 
the Our New Neighbor Refugee Committee (ONNRC). 
You will read more about the family soon. The 
committee began its involvement a year ago by being 
trained by Lutheran Family Services and began its 
work by raising funds for bus passes and organizing 
drives for resources such as infant supplies and rice 
cookers. 

This article is about St Thomas? commitment to the 
plight of refugees and how can we assist in improving 
their l ives and their integration into America. The 
ONNRC?s direction and guidance comes directly from 
the Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM), 
episcopalmigrationministries.org, which works 
directly with refugee settlement organizations, other 
non-prof its, governments, educational institutions 
and faith communities around the country.  The 
Committee?s vision is to be informed about the 
issues, advocate for fair treatment concerning 
refugees and migrants and to assist the Waziri Family 
in becoming self-suff icient and independent while 
understanding and participating in the American 
culture. 

Through supporting EMM, the St. Thomas Refugee 
Committee aff irms:  1) We welcome refugees and 
migrants to our community. 2) We educate ourselves 
about refugee and migrant issues. 3) We contact our 
government off icials and voice our concerns about 
the ban on refugees and how il legal immigrants are 
being victimized by the current polit ical climate. 4) 
We voice our concerns and our support for refugees 
through various venues, and 5) We pray! 

There are many ways in which a church member can 
engage with these issues. Here are a few ways: 

1. Familiarize yourself  with the EMM website  
2.  Contact your representative and express 

your support for refugee issues.
3. Support the Waziri family through working 

directly with the father to improve his 
understanding and ability to use the 
computer and job application process. This is 
a developing project and more information 
will be provided next month. 

Please feel free to contact any of the ONNRC 
members with questions and ideas: Virginia Leavitt, 
Kathi Atkins, Jim Hogan, Dennis Higbee, Peg Oldham, 
Angela Pleasants, Joe Taylor 
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