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By Jon Moore

  Ho?okipa means hospitality in 
Hawaiian. Rev. Justi has tasked St. 
Thomas with contemplating what that 
means for St. Thomas. Hawai?i is not an 
isolated place in understanding that 
hospitality can bring joy and happiness 
to a weary traveler or a downtrodden 

friend. The pineapple has for a long time served as 
Hawai?i?s symbol of offering hospitality to their 
neighbors. On a scorching summer day, the offering of 
sweet pineapple juice or a slice of this tropical fruit 
can certainly seem hospitable to those working in, 
l iving in, and visit ing the Hawaiian Islands. ?Do you 
have something to eat? Jesus asks his disciples. Such a 
simple request, but often this request is loaded with 
meaning. St. Thomas, how do we extend our 

hospitality? Are we as inclusive of ALL types of 
families as God calls us to be? Is the neighbor next to 
us on Sunday morning representative of the broad 
spectrum of God?s glorious creation. Would we offer 
Jesus hospitality if  he happened to step through our 
doors? I am not sure how I would even answer these 
questions, but friends therein lies the challenge. As a 
community of Christians charged by our Presiding 
Bishop to Go!, and Spread the Jesus Movement it is our 
call to wrestle with those questions. May God give us 
grace, courage, and wisdom to discover true and 
inclusive Hospitality for ALL who seek out St. Thomas 
and our wonderful community.  

Radical  Welcome

Dear Partners in Mission,       April 17, 2018 

How to determine if  an event was successful or not? Most churches hold fundraisers to support a ministry from time 
to time. For a fundraiser to be successful, the primary way I?m familiar with to determine its success is to look at the 
bottom line at the end to see how much is going to the fund account. Another is to count how many people 
participated in and attended the event. The consolation ministry recently hosted a ?concert? of regional Episcopal 
talent. Using the above standards, it was not very successful. Most of the attendees were the participants. For the 
work involved and the upfront costs, the end amount for our fund was minimal. However, at the next consolation 
ministry meeting, which was better attended than most, when I asked the team?s opinion everyone was very 
pleased with the event. Talking with some of the participants, they were very happy and enjoyed the evening. Our 
guest emcee for the evening was VERY enthusiastic afterwards and said he?d happily return for another. My human, 
business perspective sometimes gets in the way of seeing God at work. Thanks to God through this concert, the 
team pulled closer together, groups from the nearby churches had an opportunity to present their talents in a 
supportive environment and some funds were raised for this ministry to be able to lend a bit of a helping hand to 
our neighbor in need.   

How is God working in your life and church events? 

In Christ, 

Cathy Donahoe 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and Senders. She is serving in the Dominican 
Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de Macorís and Santo Domingo. E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com Donations can be sent 
to SAMS (checks made to SAMS with Cathy?s name in the memo line for the general ministry or ?Donahoe Project? for the 
construction ministry): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA 15003. Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 
21000 website: www.cathydonahoe.net  

http://www.cathydonahoe.net


LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley  

I am writ ing this the day after the day after a barely 
clothed and probably unhinged young man with an 
AR-15 shot up a Waff le House in Nashville, 
Tennessee, kil l ing four people and wounding more. 
Two things stood out in this otherwise 
all-too-ordinary story. One is the young black man, 
James Shaw, Jr., who wrestled the AR-15 from the 
shooter, preventing many more deaths and injuries. 
He is remarkable because he insisted he wasn?t a 
hero, but a man acting out of concern for his own life. 
If  this shooter was going to take his life, he would 
have to ?work for it.? The other striking part of the 
story is that because of his trespassing at the White 
House, the police had confiscated the shooter?s four 
weapons, including the AR-15. These were later 
given to the shooter?s father, who has admitted that 
he gave them back to his son. I am waiting for the 
interview where the father explains this as an act 
supported by the Second Amendment. 

This is, of course, the familiar refrain at the 
slightest mention of gun control. But just exactly 
what does it mean? The Second Amendment is short 
and not clear. The text itself  is not enough. We all 
need to understand more. And that is the purpose of 
Michael Waldman?s The Second Amendment: A 
Biography. The tit le is apt because Waldman, the 
president of the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU 
School of Law, really does tell us the story of the 
?life? of the Second Amendment. It is a complicated 
life journey, to be sure. 

Waldman starts with an examination of the role of 
milit ias in colonial America, the delicate negotiations 
required to balance the power of a new national 
government and the rights of the states, and the 
compromise with advocates of state milit ias that 
became the largely ignored Second Amendment. He 

notes how the life of the amendment is affected by 
the country?s history: The Fourteenth Amendment 
worked to get guns to freed slaves. The violence on 
the western frontier and the rise of organized crime 
in the Prohibit ion era led to the f irst federal 
restrictions on guns. And he notes that the Supreme 
Court ruled four separate times against a 
constitutional right to own a gun. 

This changed in the 1970?s with conservative 
backlash against the activism of the 1960?s and the 
radicalization of the NRA, which has its own 
remarkable life story. Waldman analyzes how the 
discourse around the Second Amendment changed 
with the rise of the NRA and the conservative justices 
asserting the doctrine of ?Originalism?, which 
Waldman sees as a ?reverence for the ?text? that can 
be just a pretext for a particular point of view? (xiv). 
The Heller case, which changed long-standing legal 
decisions, was decided in 2008. So the legal basis for 
individual gun rights is only ten years old. 

In the f inal section, ?The Right of the People?, 
Waldman argues that if  the conservative right could 
change understanding of the Second Amendment, 
progressive advocates could do the same, but only 
by focusing with ?equal intensity on changing the 
public mind? (175). It requires a long view, and if  you 
can?t read Waldman?s book in its entirety, it is worth 
reading this f inal chapter. And then getting to work. 

Library news  

Our f inal l ibrary table of the spring will be on May 
6th. Stop by the Parish Hall and look for some 
summer reading. 





May Bir t hdays  
 4 ? Liz Will iams 

7 ? Mike Earnest 

13 ? Sheila Hopkins 

14 ? Macland Taylor 

15 ? Bill Ahlborg; David Wilhelm 

22 ? Steven Reeder 

24 ? John Clark 

28 ? The Rev. Justi Schunior 

29 ? Lil l ie Burrell 

anniver sar ies
 2 ? Br. Scott Michael & Erica Pomerenk 

12 ? Steve & Betsy Hubka 

20 ? Bill Brown & Charis Craven  

25 ? John & Suzanne Laurila; Ed & Sandy 
Schmidt 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MAY
 5 ? St. Thomas Work Day 9:00 am ? 2:00 pm 

5 ? St. Thomas Concert Series: Boulder Renaissance Consort at 
7:30 pm 

6 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

12 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 8:30 
am  

13 ? Youth Sunday 

13 ? Creativity Group following the 10:30 am service 

19 ? One World Singers Concerts at 2:00 & 7:00 pm 

20 ? Pentecost 

21 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

16 ? Social Justice Book Club at 7:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for June issue 

28 ? Parish Off ice closed ? Memorial Day 

Weekly:   

Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am  

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers Rehearsals ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass 

Christian Education for All Ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am  

Request:  

For the safety of all, please bring any maintenance requests or issues to the 
immediate attention of your Wardens, Maria, or Rev. Justi. Try not to attempt to correct 
the issue without f irst partnering with a person in leadership. We appreciate all that 
you do for St. Thomas, and we want to ensure your safety and the safety of our 
parishioners. Thank you in advance. 

-Your Junior Warden 



St. Thomas Building and Grounds Work Day ? Spring 
has sprung, and it is t ime for some Spring cleaning at 
St. Thomas. Join together with fellow parishioners 
for some ?inside and outside? cleaning. Bring your 
best cleaning and gardening skills for a Saturday 
work day. Saturday, May 5, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Noontime lunch: Cinco de Mayo Pot Luck. 
Sign ups will be posted in the Great Hall, or RSVP to 
the parish off ice at 303-388-4395 or 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

The Boulder Renaissance Consort  will perform their 
summer concert t it led "Scholars, Sinners, and Saints" 
at St. Thomas on Saturday, May 5, 7:30 p.m. The 
program features music from the medieval Carmina 
Burana, a set of drinking songs from Medieval and 
Renaissance taverns, and selections from The 
Cantigas de Santa Maria. Admission is free although 
a freewill offering will be accepted. 

Food Ingathering on Sunday, May 6 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food Bank. 
The Servants for Justice Committee prepares sacks 
with lists of the most needed items. The sacks are 
available at the back of the church. If  you would like 
to take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and 
return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, May 12 
at 8:30 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  
Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.  

Youth Sunday ? The children and youth of the parish 
will lead the 10:30 service on Sunday, May 13 and 
Sunday school teachers will be honored; don?t miss 
the fun when St. Thomas youth lead the 9:15-10:15 
am faith formation hour with a game of Jeopardy! 

Mother?s Day ? St. Thomas will honor mothers and 
those who act as mothers in our lives with the 
distribution of carnations at both morning services 
on Sunday, May 13. 

The Creat ivity Group will next meet on Sunday, May 
13 following the 10:30 am service; the theme will be 
?Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,? using the 
Wallace Stevens poem of the same name as possible 
inspiration. 

The St . Thomas Social  Just ice Book Club will discuss 
Julie Lythcott-Hamis? book, Real American: A Memoir, 
on Wednesday, May 16, at 7:00 pm in the second 
f loor meeting room. The next month, we will meet on 
June 20 and discuss Americanah by Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie. Please join us! 

One World Singers featuring Bennie L. Wil l iams 
Spiritual  Voices will present ?This Little Light? at St. 
Thomas on Saturday, May 19 at 2:00 & 7:00 pm. 
Singing powerful music that represents the 
African-American experience, these two choruses 
join to sing such spirituals as ?This litt le l ight?, "I got 
a home in-a-dat rock?, and ?Jesus, lay your head on 
the window.? Tickets are available for $15 each; buy 
tickets at www.oneworldsingers.org/events or by 
calling Bev Curtiss at 303-250-7202. 

Pentecost  ? Remember to wear red on Sunday, May 
20 as we celebrate the Feast of Holy Spirit at 
morning services at 8:00 and 10:30 am. 

Attent ion Graduates! Please contact the church 
off ice if  you will be graduating this year; St. Thomas 
would like to honor you and recognize your 
academic achievements. 

League of  Women Voters of  Denver Annual  Flower 
Bulb Sale: Please support the voter education and 
advocacy efforts of LWVD by purchasing spring 
bulbs.  Elsie Haley and Peg Oldham will be selling 
the bulbs after each service through May 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Peggy Weston at 
720-998-5440 or sandspj2506@gmail.com with any 
questions.  

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up on the 
poster in the Great Hall. Please indicate if  you will 
bring your own f lowers or the off ice will 
automatically order them with your $50.00 donation.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.oneworldsingers.org/events


FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 2018
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


