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St. Thomas moves forward in mission with conf idence 

Dear Friends: 

  The Rev. R. Justi Schunior will 
soon join you, the good people 
of St. Thomas, as your next 
rector. She comes with 
enthusiasm for her work here at 
St. Thomas as priest and pastor. 
Justi will be in the off ice on 
Monday, May 15, and will preach 

and celebrate her f irst Eucharist at St. Thomas on May 21. I 
know you are excited to welcome her and to get to know 
her. The Search Committee has done excellent work 
guided every step of the way by the Holy Spirit. Justi too 
was following the promptings of the Spirit when she 
responded to the call of the Vestry to come join you in 
mission, ministry, and worship. I look forward to hearing 
good things from this parish in the coming months and 
years. 

During his episcopal visitation on April 23, our Bishop, 
Rob O?Neill, complimented the parish on a successful 
transition. For an interim period to be successful and 
effective a number of things have to occur. We say 
goodbye to one period in our history, and we take stock of 
where we are currently. We then plan for the future. We 
get ready to welcome new leadership. St. Thomas also 
found that we needed to stabilize our f inancial situation 
which we did with some hard work and genuine 
stewardship of our resources. We also realized we must 
complete the capital campaign projects in order to fulf il l 
our init ial commitment and demonstrate to ourselves we 
could do it. We did It! Undergirding those practical tasks 
we knew we must continue strong in our social justice 
ministry, enjoy our nurturing, vibrant worship, and then 
just plain have fun together as a community. All of this has 

occurred. St. Thomas moves forward in mission with 
confidence. 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank Deacon 
Sally Megeath for her faithful and visionary work of being 
a servant among us. She has brought to our attention the 
needs of the world and spear headed new forms of 
outreach. She has been both an organizational asset to the 
parish and a pastoral presence. We wish her godspeed 
and pray many blessings upon her. 

Now, I want to thank you the people of the St. Thomas 
Church. I was new to Denver and new to this parish 
eighteen months ago when I came to you as interim 
rector. You were welcoming and ready to go to work. We 
had a lot to do to make sure we got to this point where the 
Rev. Justi Schunior can assume the mantel of rector. I 
often felt that I only had to say there was a need to be 
f il led, a task to be done, an issue to be addressed and 
someone stepped forward and took leadership. That is the 
mark of a community of faith that believes in its future, 
that God is at work among you. I appreciate your kindness, 
support, and friendship. I leave f il led with gratitude. My 
last Sunday is May 14. I look forward to greeting you and 
thanking you personally. 

Faithfully yours, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 



Deacon Speakin'

A Love Let t er
  I have said goodbye to St. Thomas 
several t imes in my life. My family 
moved to south Denver when I was 
16 and I said goodbye. That t ime 
however, a new young priest had 
arrived and I felt a strong desire to 
be a part of his ministry so I came 
back as often as I could. That priest 
was Fr. Marion Hammond. 

I came back to raise my children here in the early 70?s and 
stayed until the arrival of a new priest in the 90?s and I 
chose to say goodbye, along with many others. 

When I returned to St. Thomas again four years ago, I did 
so as your deacon. I expected I would be here six years, the 
maximum allowed currently by the bishop. I didn?t realize 

until a few months ago that when a new rector is called, the 
Bishop prefers to have clergy make space for the new 
rector. 

As we read the scripture of the Easter Season, our Lord 
Jesus teaching us how to say goodbye consoles me. 

You have given me so much and f il led me with love, hope, 
and faith. I wish you deep happiness with your new Rector 
Justi. I know as you open your hearts to her, she too will be 
f il led. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your love 
and support. 

Blessings, 

Deacon Sally 

A legacy is the most personal of 
gif ts that we bequeath to those 
coming after us. No doubt, each of us 
will leave a legacy: how that legacy 
looks is closely tied to the paths 
traveled and choices made during 
our lifetime. The values and parts of 
our l ife that we cherish are preserved 
and transmitted to others through 
our legacy. 

We now have an opportunity to 
leave another kind of legacy: not only 
the imprint from our daily and 
weekly worship and service at St. 
Thomas, but also to forge a 
connection with future parishioners. 

St. Thomas is meeting the call to 
init iate a Legacy Society to build an 
Endowment that will be used to 
support the future life of the church. 
Through God?s grace and your 
generosity, St. Thomas will be well 

equipped for the future of this faith 
community. 

Also, St. Thomas benefits from a 
Legacy Society in other ways. It 
provides a way to acknowledge and 
thank donors during their l ifetime for 
making a bequest to the church. More 
so, the Society serves to enable 
members and friends to witness to 
the value of St. Thomas in their l ives. 

Please consider to give a legacy 
gif t today.  The enrollment form can 
be found using this link. Please 
complete and send the enrollment 
form to The St. Thomas Legacy 
Committee to the address at bottom 
of form.    

 -Mable Jenkins

Legacy Societ y

May
Bir t hdays  

4 ? Liz Will iams 

7 ? Mike Earnest 

8 ? Brian Bell 

13 ? Sheila Hopkins 

14 ? Macland Taylor 

15 ? Bill Ahlborg; David 
Wilhelm 

18 ? Kayleigh Jones 

23 ? Kristy Atufunwa; Eric 
Hansen 

24 ? John Clark 

29 ? Lil l ie Burrell 

     anniver sar ies
2 ? Br. Scott Michael & 
Erica Pomerenk 

12 ? Steve & Betsy Hubka 

24 ? Brian Swanson & Scott 
O?Berski 

25 ? John & Suzanne 
Laurila; Ed & Sandy 
Schmidt 

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf
https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf


Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas, 

I?m sure it?s been an anxious time of waiting and 
praying for a successful end to your search process for a 
new rector. And now, even though the search is over, you 
don?t know much about me. It?s going to take us all some 
time to really get to know each other; I?m nervous too. 
However, I thought it would be helpful to write you a 
litt le bit about me. 

I grew up in Chapel Hill, North Carolina attending a 
large Episcopal church adjacent to the University of North 
Carolina campus. My parents were nurses, but they had 
been full t ime civil rights activists. Their passion and 
commitment to justice inspired and continues to inspire 
my own commitments. 

I attended St. John?s College in Annapolis, Maryland 
(where I met my husband, Andrew Baisch) and Santa Fe, 
New Mexico (my one and only time living in the west). 
Following college, I moved to China to teach English 
where I f irst identif ied a call to ministry. 

From China I moved to Atlanta, Georgia. Eventually, 
after a lot of personal discernment, I attended seminary 
at Candler School of Theology at Emory University. My 
f irst call was to Christ Church in Alexandria, Virginia 
where I served for two years. Christ Church is a large 
parish and is known for its rich history (George 
Washington and Robert E. Lee were members). 

From there I went to St. Mark?s Episcopal Church on 
Capitol Hill to serve as associate rector. I have been at St. 
Mark?s almost six years. In that t ime we completed a 3.5 
mill ion dollar capital campaign to provide more space for 
our campus, update our off ices, and 
make our building accessible; a long 
serving rector retired; I served brief ly 
as priest-in-charge; continued to serve 
as an associate to the interim who 
became the rector. In other words, it?s 
been a busy six years with a great deal 
of transition. 

Like St. Thomas, St. Mark?s struggles 
with how to grow the church - how to 
care for aging members and appeal to 
younger families. The two churches are 
in thriving neighborhoods and have 
much to offer their respective 
communities. I look forward to working 
with you all to grow St. Thomas while 

preserving its essential character and commitments. 

Andrew and I are thril led to explore Park Hill, Denver, 
and all of Colorado. It will be totally new to us. We are 
looking forward to the sunshine - lots of opportunities to 
play golf  - and generally being outdoors in such a 
glorious location. 

There?s so much else to say, but at least you have more 
of snapshot of who I am and where I come from. Please 
know that you are daily in my prayers and I ask that you 
pray for Andrew and me as well. 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 
new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Peace and every blessing, 

The Rev. Rebecca Justice ?Justi? Schunior 

Int roducing The Rev. Rebecca Just ice ?Just i? Schunior



EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN MAY
6 ? St. Thomas Auction and Homemade Mexican Dinner at 
5:00 pm 

7 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

13 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at Bogie?s on the Park (2500 
York St.) at 8:00 am 

13 ? One World Singers Concerts at 2:00 & 7:00 pm 

14 ? Rev. Bob Hart?s last Sunday as Interim Rector of St. 
Thomas 

15 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

21 ? Rev. Justi Schunior?s f irst Sunday as Rector of St. 
Thomas 

21 ? St. Thomas Concert Series: Bassoonist Dan Knopf at 
4:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for June issue 

29 ? Parish Off ice closed ? Memorial Day 

June 4 - Pentecost Sunday

June 11 - Trinity Sunday
 

Weekly:  Dalcroze ? Mondays from 3:00-7:00 pm 

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers Rehearsals at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass 

Christian Education for all ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am 

By Jon Moore Staf ford

Hi, St. Thomas- Sometimes in life, we are thrown into an 
abyss with seemingly no help from anyone- even God. It is a 
darkness that is all consuming. I am talking about the loss of a 
loved one to suicide. There is so much societal and religious 
stigma around suicide that this is a grief that is traveled by 
the survivors on a lonely, desolate path. And, to see God in all 
of it is nearly impossible. I will share with you now my story 
of loss, heartbreak, and renewal. 

It was just a year after my grandmother had passed in 2013 
of Alzheimer related il lnesses. On April 6, 2014, we were 
awoken to shocking news at 7am that my Nephew Jammer 
had shot himself , and was now in a drug-induced coma. 
Jammer had been a vibrant, and happy person. After battl ing 
years of addiction and withdrawal he entered a spiraling 
depression that continued to sink him deeper into despair. 
He, unfortunately, saw no way out. We missed the signs, and 
we didn?t know what to do. After his injury, it would take 11 
weeks to succumb to infections in his blood and atrophy of 
his muscles. He would die at just 25 years old on June 15, 
2014. The light that was Jammer was gone. It was quite 
honestly the hardest farewell I had ever had to face as a 
young man. The pain was not done. 

My Sister, Jammer?s mom, would end her life on Aug. 2, 
2015, just one day before her birthday. Her name was 
Melinda; I called her Inny. She too shot herself . She, however, 
did research and had been planning for a year, and her death 
was instant. She saw no way forward after losing her son. By 
this point, I was already hardening my heart, and at her death, 

I was completely numb. I had no emotions left. She too 
struggled with depression and drug addiction. We missed all 
the warning signs. No one was ?trained? to help. 

I tell you these stories not to sadden you. Rather, I tell you 
to say that we who are left must be that hope they could not 
f ind. We as followers of Christ need to be that l ight in their 
darkest moments. The ?training? must come from us. I never 
in my life intended to be ?called? to a mission to f ight against 
suicide. Yet, here I am, and I will f ight. My f ight will be for 
better mental health care. My f ight is for more compassion 
toward those struggling with mental anguish. And, my f ight 
will be for love. Love for all God?s people, especially those 
feeling forgotten. I move boldly into this call, and I hope St. 
Thomas will come along with me on this journey. In the 
coming months, I hope to organize an Adult Forum. By June I 
will begin by handing out pamphlets around this issue from 
American Foundation For Suicide Prevention and Awareness 
(AFSP.org). If  you or someone you know is currently suffering 
a mental health crisis don?t hesitate to reach out to your local 
resources. The Colorado Crisis Services has licensed 
therapists on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. They have 
walk-in services across Colorado. Their info is as follows: 
Hotline: 1-844-493-8255. More information can be found via 
google search typing in Colorado Crisis Services. Thank you 
for your prayers and support. May God bless and keep you 
always. 

Please contact me if  you have any comments, questions, or 
suggestions for Adult Forum. Email: moorjon@gmail.com  

Fight ing for  love for  all of  God's people



 Int roducing Colorado Episcopal  Service Corps 
  In this month?s ?What?s On in the High Plains Region,? High Plains Executive Committee 
member Darren Armstrong shares about the Colorado Episcopal Service Corps. CESC receives 
funding from the High Plains Region to further their ministry objectives. 

  Colorado Episcopal Service Corps is part of the national Episcopal Service Corps, an 
Episcopalian service organization aimed at young adults. Their vision is to be "faithful, 
diverse, caring communities of young adults, transforming the world, and ourselves, by 
striving for justice and peace among all people."  Colorado Episcopal Service Corps 
embraces and celebrates the diversity of Colorado, from ranchers, to snowboarders and city 
folk and college communities. Our programs engage in this diversity around the state, with 
all of God?s children, rich and poor, while participating in common prayer and spiritual 

practice. 

  We have a house in downtown Denver, Saint Columba House, and another 
house in Steamboat Springs, Centennial 
House. Colorado Episcopal Service Corps 
engages interns with a compelling program 
of spiritual formation, rule of l ife, and 
outstanding opportunities for service and 
ref lection. In the process, Colorado Episcopal 
Service Corps is tapping into some of the 
most vibrant communities and churches in 
the diocese. 

  Our Denver area interns are currently 
working at the following locations: Mariana 
Diaz-Urban Peak, Veronica Farrell-Metro 
Caring, Rebecca Hannigan-Lutheran Family 
Services, Esther Ou- Work Options for Women, and George Monroe-St. Francis 
Center. 

 For more information about the Episcopal Service Corps, please visit their website here. If  you have questions about the 
Colorado Episcopal Service Corps and the St. Columba House, or would be interested in scheduling a Parish visit by an ESC 
Intern and Board member. please email Rebecca Crummey at esc@coloradodiocese.org,  or Darren Armstrong at 
darrena@mac.com or visit us on Facebook. 

Vision 

A Colorado seeded with courageous 
community rooted in the Good News. 

Mission 

Transforming individuals and growing 
courageous communities through prayer 
and action by 

 encountering the other to engage all 
prayer and listening for a lifetime of 
practice in action risk taking to lead to a 
lifetime of courage simple living for a 
lifetime experience of navigating 
complexity nourishing individuals and 
communities through conflict and failure 
for a lifetime of shared leadership 

http://episcopalservicecorps.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoEpiscopalServiceCorps


St. Thomas Auct ion and Homemade Mexican Dinner ? 
Saturday, May 6 at  5:00 p.m.  We'll f iesta the night away with 
both silent and live auctions, dinner and drinks, music and a 
great evening with friends. Tickets are $15 when purchased 
at church prior to May 6 and $20 at the door. It 's an evening 
of fun that provides a year's worth of entertainment! 

Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community Food 
Bank: Sunday, May 7  Our monthly ingathering of food on the 
f irst Sunday of the month benefits the Greater Park Hill 
Community Food Bank. The Servants for Justice Committee 
prepares sacks with lists of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the church.  If  you would like to 
take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and return it on the 
f irst Sunday of the month, you will be helping to feed hungry 
neighbors. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the St. 
Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, May 13 at 8:00 am 
at Bogie?s on the Green (City Park Golf Course), 2500 York St., 
Denver. 

One World Singers present  ?Bridges to Zimbabwe!? ? 
Saturday, May 13 at St. Thomas at 2:00 & 7:00 pm. 
Boulder-based Kutandara Marimba Experience joins the One 
World Singers in the collaboration concert, featuring the 
?Gloria? f rom Randy McIntosh?s Misa Tariro (Mass of Hope). 
The music is uplif t ing, inspired by Zimbabwean marimba and 
mbira music. Tickets are available for $15 each (children 12 
and under free); buy tickets at 
www.oneworldsingers.org/events or by calling Bev Curtiss at 
303-250-7202. 

A Celebrat ion of  Rev. Bob Hart?s Minist ry ? On Sunday, May 
14, Fr. Bob will conclude his term as Interim Rector at St. 
Thomas. Please join us as we thank Fr. Bob during the adult 
forum hour between the services, 9:15 - 10:15 am.     

Rector News ? Our rector elect?s f irst Sunday at St. Thomas is 
May 21. Please welcome the Rev. Rebecca Justice ?Justi? 
Schunior. 

St. Thomas Concert  Series presents Bassoonist  Dan Knopf  on 
Sunday, May 21 at  4:00 pm. Admission is free and open to 
the public, though a freewill offering will be taken. 

Attent ion Graduates!  Please contact the church off ice at 
303-388-4395 if  you will be graduating this year; St. Thomas 
would like to honor you and recognize your academic 
achievements during the 10:30 am service on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 4. 

It 's t ime once again for the League of  Women Voters of  
Denver spring bulb sale.  Your bulb purchases support LWV 
of Denver's voter education and advocacy efforts.   Want to 
help but have nowhere to plant?   There are indoor bulbs 
available or you can donate bulbs to Beautify Denver or a 
favorite organization.   Peg Oldham and Elsie Haley will be 
selling bulbs after each service during May.   You can also go 
to www.LWVDenver.org to see pictures of the f lowers and 
get an order form. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great way to 
remember loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays, and those 
who have gone on to sainthood before us.  To donate f lowers, 
please sign up in the Great Hall.  You may bring in your own 
f lowers or the off ice will order them with your $50.00 
donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for refreshments and 
fellowship in the Great Hall after each service. We gladly 
welcome any contributions (store bought or home-made) or 
cash donations to help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up 
sheet is on the counter. Please sign up! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://kutandara.com/
https://kutandara.com/
https://kutandara.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBgbHhlMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBgbHhlMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBgbHhlMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBgbHhlMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBgbHhlMGk
http://www.oneworldsingers.org/events
http://www.LWVDenver.org


Financial   Repor t   f or   November  2016

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 2017
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


