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Last week, we had beautiful but ver y small 
ser vices due to the snow storm that came through 
town. (This week may present a similar  scenar io?  
we shall see). As a result, our  guest preacher  had 
to cancel, and I offered a br ief homily about Lent. 
Several of you asked me if you could get a copy. 
However, it  was not a sermon I?d wr it ten. So, I  
thought perhaps I?d tr y to recreate a summar y 
here as we round the corner  to the deep end of 
Lent.

Blessing and Pr ivilege

On the f i r st Sunday of Lent, our  gospel r eading 
begins w ith one of the most iconic images of 
blessing in scr ipture. Jesus r ises from the water s 
of his baptism, the skies tear  open, and the Father  
speaks. ?Behold my beloved son; w ith you I am 
well pleased.? These are the words ever y chi ld 
longs to hear  from a parent. Behold my beloved?  
w ith you I am well pleased. 

Then, using one of his favor i te words, 
?immediately,? Mark hur ls Jesus into the 
w i lderness. Immediately, Jesus goes from this 
intimate moment to his encounter  w ith Satan. 
Satan offer s him not blessing, but pr ivi lege. The 
pr ivi lege of power, of wor ldly posi tion, of 
abundance at the expense of other s. 

I t is pr ivi lege Jesus must r el inquish in the 
w i lderness; and i t is blessing he must claim in 
order  to emerge ready for  his public ministr y. As 
we enter  this season of Lent, we ask again i ts 
purpose in our  l ives.  Many of us give things 
up? sweets, caffeine, electronics. Others of us 
add new  discipl ines?  more prayer, r eading, time 
w ith fami ly, exercise. I t?s hard to do these things 
and easy to lose sight of why we do them.

One way to fr ame the purpose of our  Lenten 
discipl ines is to consider  how  they r elate to our  
pr ivi lege. Many of the things we give up are signs 
of our  pr ivi lege in this wor ld. Giving them up is 
one way to acknow ledge that al l  we are and al l  

we have belongs to God. Lent 
is a time for  naming the 
temptations that accompany 
pr ivi lege and returning to 
God.

Blessing, on the other  hand, 
is rooted in baptism. And 
blessing and baptism are 
rooted in the covenant of God 
w ith his people, both the covenant of Noah and of 
Abraham. Covenant comes from God alone. I t is 
the foundational blessing of our  l ives to be in 
covenant w ith God. We do nothing to earn i t; we 
simply r eceive the gi f t. 

And w ith the blessing comes cal l . The moment we 
are blessed in baptism, we are cal led into a public 
ministr y, just as Jesus was.

And, l ike Jesus, from the moment of baptism, we 
are hur led into the w i lderness to face the 
temptation pr ivi lege br ings. The temptation to 
l ive for  our selves alone. For  our  ow n 
aggrandizement and pleasure to the neglect of 
the needs of other s.

The invi tation to a Holy Lent is, at hear t, an 
invi tation back to blessing. Back to the blessing of 
your  baptism and to the cal l  that accompanies 
that blessing.

BLESSING AND PRIVILEGE
THE REV. RUTH WOODLIFF- STANLEY, RECTOR

Photo and Rosar y by Sarah McAfee 

https://www.facebook.com/dramaturgygeek?fref=nf


On Sunday, March 8, St. Thomas welcomes representatives of the Colorado 
Haiti  Project for  our  annual Konbit fund-raiser, suppor ting students of the St. 
Paul?s Episcopal school in Peti t trou de Nippes, Haiti .  This year  the event is 
sponsored by the St. Thomas Ser vants for  Justice.

The March 8 event includes a Haitian goods market in the Great Hall  
between ser vices and after  the 1030 ser vice, a Q&A conversation about CHP 
and the St.Paul?s mission at the adult forum (0915-1015), and delicious 
Haitian coffee w ith other  goodies for  coffee hour.

Sponsor ing a single student for  a ful l  school year  takes only $350, yet al l  gi f ts 
are welcome.  In r ecent years St. Thomas? gi f ts have sponsored over  30 
students each year.

Please join us in the Market.  I f  you cannot make i t, drop your  gi f t in a 
Sunday offer ing basket, send i t to the off ice, or  contact Mike Earnest (303 
355-7436 , emai l mpearnest@comcast.net). 

Please identi fy your  gi f ts w ith the word ?Konbit? on your  check memo l ine or  
the gi f t envelope.

Event s and Meet ings

Bir t hdays &
Anniversar ies
Mar ch

Anniver sar ies

16 ? Mark & Lara Beckw ith

21 ? George & Mar ti  Smith

Bir thdays

7 ? Melissa Jones; Joan Newsum

8 ? Sarah McAfee

10 ? Michael Caston; Er in 
Sw inner ton 

14 ? Joyce Or tiz

16 ? Tuula Fai ; V. J. Higgins

20 ? Caitl in Woolbr ight

24 ? Vicki  Earnest

26 ? John Pr i tchard

COME TO OUR HAITIAN MARKET

Whom have I in heaven but you?
    And ear th has nothing I desir e besides 

you.
My f lesh and my hear t may fai l ,

    but God is the str ength of my hear t
    and my por tion forever. 

~Psalm 73:25-26 

VERSE OF THE DAY: 

And suppor t  a st . paul 's school  chil d

1 ? Metro CareRing Sunday

8 ? Daylight Saving Time begins 
at 2:00 am

9 ? Vestr y Meeting at 6:30 pm

14 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at 
the Park Hi l l  Golf  Course at 
9:00 am

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for  
Apr i l  issue

21 ? Safeguarding God?s 
Chi ldren Workshop from 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm

Weekly: 

Dalcroze ? Mondays from 
2:00-7:00 pm

Lenten Euchar ist ? Tuesdays at 
9:30 am

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 
10:00 am

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm

St. Thomas Choir  Practice ? 
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Morning Prayer  ? Wednesdays 
at 7:00 am

Al Anon ? Fr idays at noon

Sunday Ser vices ? 8:00 am 
Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass

Chr istian Education for  al l  ages 
? Sunday at 9:15 am 

HFASS ? Sundays at 5:00 pm

Holy Week Ser vices ? March 
29 - Apr il 5, 2015

Palm Sunday

8:00 a.m. ? Palm Sunday 
Spoken Ser vice

9:30 a.m. ? Blessing of the 
Palms fol lowed by Donkey 
Procession

10:30 a.m. ? Palm Sunday 
Ser vice

Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Holy Week

6:00 p.m. ? Holy Euchar ist

Maundy Thursday

6:00 p.m. ? Maundy Thursday 
Ser vice

Good Fr iday

12:00 p.m. ? Good Fr iday 
Ser vice

6:00 p.m. ? Good Fr iday Ser vice

Easter  Eve

6:00 p.m. ? Easter  Vigi l

Easter  Day

8:00 & 10:30 a.m. ? Festival 
Holy Euchar ist 

Easter  Egg Hunt fol low ing both 
ser vices



Dear  Fellow  St. Thomasites,

This Lent I  have had warm feelings 
of grati tude for  our  church and for  
al l  of you. I  am so grateful to you 
al l  for  the way you have suppor ted 
the Ser vants For  Justice? cal l  to 
r each out to those beyond our  
walls. 

Star ting back in late August, we 
had close to 20 people who went to 
the si te and shared in the 
?bui lding? of our  2014 Habitat 
Home, which is now  occupied and 
ser ving a fami ly. 

Just imagine what i t must be l ike 
for  them to be in their  ow n warm 
shelter  in a safe neighborhood. 
Thank you. 

Januar y 31st some bear ing soup 
contr ibutions, and two cooks, 
Teresa Watson and Deb Blake, won 
pr izes for  the BEST SOUPS. Let me 
tel l  you, that was one enthusiastic 
group. This was one of two 
pr imar y fundraiser s for  our  
Habitat group. The second was the 
book sale and we ended up 
contr ibuting two car loads of books 
f i l led to the br im. Thank you.

At Thanksgiving you brought 80 
pies, whipped cream, cranber r ies, 
and gravy, our  gi f t to the Denver  
Rescue Mission Thanksgiving 
celebration. We also had one 
person who joined in the chopping 
and peeling team. Thank you.

Dur ing Advent we raised enough 
money to provide a cow, pig, and a 
goat to farmer  fami l ies in Afr ica, to 
help them become more 
economically independent and 
feed their  fami l ies. Thank you!

Our  Fir st of the Month Metro 
Car ing food contr ibutions have 

increased greatly, thanks to the 
committee for  providing sacks to 
give people to r eturn the fol low ing 
week. Thank you.

Coming up dur ing Lent, we w i l l  
have our  Annual Colorado Haiti  
Project (chp.org) Sunday on March 
8thinformation and br ing your  
check books. chp.org

Secondly, dur ing Lent we w i l l  be 
talking much more about SHINING 
HOPE FOR COMMUNITIES in 
Afr ica (SHOFCO). Many of you 
alr eady know  about Kibera School 
for  gir ls from past years at St. 
Thomas. This project began in 
Kibera, the largest slum in Afr ica, 
near  Nairobi , Kenya, and is now  
expanding to Mathare, the 2ndyou 
would l ike to take a more detai led 
look, go to shofco.org. The goals of 
SHOFCO are to develop education, 
health, community empowerment, 
and water  and sanitation. 

There is more to come in 2015, we 
are explor ing a project at the 
Wyatt Academy School, where our  
par ishioner  Joe Taylor  is the 
pr incipal. We are a bold vibrant 
community w ith deep 
commitments beyond our  walls. 

Please remember  we continue to 
welcome and appreciate those of 
you who would l ike to be more 
involved in Ser vants for  Justice, 
and you can do so by picking one 
these or  other  of our  projects and 
letting ei ther  Barbara Medina or  
me know  of your  interest. 

Many Blessings,

Deacon Sally

Servant s of  
just ice 
Cal endar
Mar ch

1~ Fir st Sunday Food Collection St. 
Thomas

2-3~ Local Food Summit hosted by 
Metro CareRing Pre-conference panel 
discussion at this year?s conference 
on Eating Locally and  Healthi ly," (In 
preparation for  Four th Annual 
Hunger, Fai th and Food Conference, 
see below, March 22) Monday 12 
noon 5 pm ; Tuesday 8 am - 5 p 
Johnson & Wales Univer si ty7150 E. 
Montview  Blvd., Denver  Cost is 
$25-$50 to attend the enti r e summit. 
Pre-register  at  
w w w.milehibix.org/localfoodsummit

8~ Haitian Market and Presentation 
Colorado Haiti  Project St. Thomas 
9:15- 10:15, after  10:30 ser vice 
(Ser vants do coffee hour )

19 Four th Annual Hunger, Fai th and 
Food Conference An Inter fai th Call  to 
Action Sponsored by Abrahamic 
Ini tiative & St. John?s Cathedral 12-30 
- 5 pm St. John?s Cathedral, Dagwell 
Hall

22~ Rally for  the Common Good: The 
Moral Implications of Capital 
Punishment Sponsored by Denver  
Seminar y's Grounds Insti tute. 
Keynote speaker  is the Rev. Jim Ryan. 
4 p.m. Rising Star  Missionar y Baptist 
Church 1500 S. Dayton St., Denver  

22~ Ser vants meeting 12-1:30 pm

DEACON SPEAKIN'



Adul t  For um Sundays at  9:15am

March 1 ? THE BROAD SWEEP OF RACISM IN THE 
U.S. TODAY

Many of the cur rent challenges facing our  nation have 
roots in r acism. Join us for  a conversation about how  
to look under  the sur face of the vanishing middle 
class, cr iminal justice r eform, and public education, 
among other  topics, to see racism at work and how  
you can be an advocate for  a more r acial ly just society.

Lelanda Lee, a member  of St. Stephen?s in Longmont, 
ser ves on the Episcopal Church?s Executive Counci l  
and chair s i ts Joint Standing Committee on Advocacy 
and Networking for  Mission. Lelanda completed six 
years on the Diocesan Standing Committee in October  
2013. She leads tr ainings in Anti -Racism and 
Asset-Based Community Development.

March 8 ? HOPE AND JUSTICE IN HAITI

This morning, we w i l l  be joined by Teresa Henr y and 
other  core leaders in the Colorado Haiti  Project to 
hear  updates about how  the local community in Peti t 
Trou is effecting lasting change in the l ives of local 
ci tizens using approaches that emphasize locally 
grow n leadership, sustainable ini tiatives, and 
replicable models. Come hear  about work that 
questions Western assumptions about aid to Haiti .

Teresa Henr y, Dir ector  of Donor  Relations, CHP, f i r st 
became involved w ith the Colorado Haiti  Project in 
2008, when she joined a medical team tr ip to Haiti . 
Since that time, Teresa has been a committed 
volunteer, a tr ip leader, and a Board Member, and 
now  Director  of Donor  Relations. Teresa br ings her  
considerable energy and passion to her  new  role as 
she connects w ith individual donors and 
organizations on behalf of the people of Haiti .

March 15 & 22 ? CONVERSATIONS WITH RABBI  
ADAM

Week One: Rabbi Adam shares his thoughts about the 
Israel/Palestine si tuation and invi tes fr ank 
conversation about the tensions i t presents.

Week Two: Rabbi Adam ref lects on r ace and the 
cur rent i terations of r acism in our  countr y and 
globally and invi tes our  conversation.

Rabbi Adam Mor r is is a r abbi whose ministr y has 
taken him, both f iguratively and l i teral ly, around the 
wor ld. He has l ived in Nashvi l le, Char lotte, Atlanta, 

and Adelaide, South Austral ia. He has ser ved in 
congregations of al l  sizes and in a Jew ish Day School. 
He cur rently ser ves as Rabi of Temple Micah in Park 
Hi l l .

March 29 (Palm Sunday) ? RETURN TO MARK: THE 
PASSION NARRATIVE FROM MARK?S PERSPECTIVE

For  those who?ve been w ishing for  years for  a bona 
f ide r eason to skip the donkey procession, here i t is! 
Join Dr. Greg Robbins as he guides us through the 
Passion Nar rative as Mark presents i t, noting the 
par ticular  emphases this gospeler  offer s the r eader. 
This is a wonder ful way to cue up our  Holy Week 
obser vance.

Gregor y Robbins, Ph.D., is chairman of the 
Depar tment of Religious Studies at the Univer si ty of 
Denver  and Associate Professor  of the histor y of 
Chr istiani ty and i ts scr iptures. He is also dir ector  of 
the Anglican Studies Program at the I l i f f  School of 
Theology, and Canon Theologian at St. John?s 
Cathedral.



Returning from 
Peti t trou de 
Nippes in r ural 
Haiti  is always 
hard for  me.  The 
distr essing 
contrasts of the US 
and Haiti  always 
sweep over  me ? 
our  opulent 
consumption vs 
their  meager  

sur vival, our  sol id order  in l i fe and their  chaotic 
hubbub (as i t appears to me), our  safe, str uctured 
wor ld and their  r isk-f i l led environment, our  dr iven, 
self-absorbed society and their  l ively par ticipation in 
their  neighborhood community ? . This r eturn home is 
no di f ferent. My reentr y adjustment takes me about 
two weeks; only a week to go.

But there is a di f ference. This time, after  over  seven 
years of tr avell ing to our  Colorado Haiti  Project 
mission si te in Peti t trou, I  am more r ef lective about 
some  per sonal r eal i ties. I  know  that I  w i l l  not be going 
dow n many more times. I  know  that the work we have 
committed to is nowhere near  complete. I  know  that 
the community is changing because of the new  br idge 
over  the Nippes River, former ly a huge bar r ier  to 
r eaching the tow n. And the w ide, paved road now  
w inding i ts way toward the tow n w i l l  make huge 
changes in the economically ver y poor  but spir i tual ly 
ver y vibrant community. I  fear  their  mater ial 
well-being w i l l  improve but they may lose some of 
their  joy, 
peace and 
spir i t as a 
community.

I  know  I must 
make peace 
w ith those 
reali ties ? I 
cannot change 
what is 
happening. I  
am committed 
to handing off  
the work to 
younger, 
energetic, 
visionar y folks 
in CHP here 
and in Peti t 

trou. Especial ly, I  want to tr ust and celebrate the 
leaders in Haiti  who are doing so much for  their  
people ? Father  Abiade Lozama and his w ife Djempsie 
have together  grow n the St. Paul?s Episcopal School 
and Par ish into wonder ful, more self-sustaining 
insti tutions in the Peti t trou community. Madame 
Dorsalie works at the  Ministr y of Health (MOH) cl inic 
in the tow n of the r egion and now, w ith no extr a pay, 
has begun super vising the 26 new  Community Health 
Aides r ecrui ted and hir ed by CHP.  The for ty-plus 
teachers and staff  of the school, most of whom who 

l ive away from their  home and famil ies to teach at the 
St. Paul?s school, have bui l t a school r ecognized 
throughout Haiti . Gui lot, born in Peti t trou, educated 
at St. Paul?s, went away for  computer  tr aining, has 
r eturned home to ser ve his community by managing 
the faci l i t ies of the school and church. Jean Donald 
and Luke, both local men educated at St. Paul?s and 
tr ained through vocational scholar ships from CHP, 
now  ser ve as the r epair  men for  the clean water  wells 
dr i l led for  12 vi l lages throughout the r egion. Yvner, a 
member  of the St. Paul?s Par ish, ser ves as a MOH 
vi l lage health agent for  the community. These and so 
many more Haitian par tner s in our  shared mission 
give us al l  hope for  a br ighter, more secure future in 
Peti t trou.

I hope you w i l l  join us at St. Thomas on March 8 to 
celebrate the community of Peti t trou and learn more 
about the Colorado Haiti  Project work there. Please 
see the ?Come to the Haitian Market? invi tation in 
this issue of Bold Living.

ANOTHER 
WEEK IN 
PETIT TROU
Mike Ear nest



?The Sign of the Cross?, 
?The Gesture, The 
Myster y, The Histor y? by 
Andreas Andreopor i los.

Grow ing up in the 
Presbyter ian Church, 
making the sign of the 
Cross has been something 

of a ?myster y? to me. Obser ving others I?ve noticed 
that there is qui te a di f ference between individuals 
when they make the sign, how  often and how  the hand 
is held. 

When I joined the St. Thomas community I  don?t r ecall  
much mention made about this symbol. The rules I 
r ecall  were you kneel to pray, stand to praise and si t to 
learn.

The book, ?The Sign of the Cross? was w r i tten from an 
Or thodox point of view, and from this point of view  I 
learned the ?the r ight thumb and f i r st two f ingers 
together  r ecall  the Tr ini ty and the last two f ingers 
together  pressed dow n to the palm recall  Chr ist?s 
descent to the ear th. They sign by touching the 
forehead, abdomen, r ight shoulder, left shoulder, then 
sweeping the r ight hand to the f loor  w ith a deep bow. 
The author  of the book states that in ear ly times the 
sign of the Cross was so impor tant and meaningful 
that the believer  would not consider  r efr aining from 
i t. 

The church has inver ted the cross?s histor ical meaning 
as an instr ument of death to one of glor i f ication and 
eternal l i fe.

Many Chr istians practice their  r elationship w ith God, 
w ith the Church and w ith each other  through r i tual 
tr adi tion. Worship does not star t and stop w ith 
r eading or  hear ing the word of God. For  many a bodi ly 
r esponse from the congregation is included in the 
worship tr adi tion.

The book moves on to tel l  about the need for  symbols 
and signs for  people to exper ience community. We do 
not exist in a vacuum. It is not accidental that we say 
?Our  Father? and not ?My Father?. Through i ts histor y 
the sign of the Cross has been seen as a mark of 
Chr istian identi ty.

This informative book goes on to r elate the sign of the 
Cross in histor y from Roman times for ward. There was 
the monastic movement, self  depr ivation, fol lowed by 
Chr ist for  al l  Chr istians. The tr uth of the Church is not 

to be found in any distinct, more ?spir i tual? place, but 
in the combined exper ience of the par ish. In tr acing 
the sign of the Cross, we acknow ledge our  connection 
to Jesus, to the church and the community of saints.

This l i ttle book moves from discussing the sign of the 
Cross and i ts histor y to the impor tance of prayer  to 
Chr ist and the sign of the Cross being a wordless 
prayer. The phrase ?sign of Chr ist? r efer s to the 
appearance of the Cross before the second Coming of 
Chr ist.

The f inal chapter  of the book deals w ith ?Cosmic 
Spir i tual i ty? the New  Age movement, etc., areas of 
thought that many of us may not have considered. I  
confess that I  hadn?t. The chapter  was ver y interesting, 
but I  feel I  need to r ead more or  talk to those better  
ver sed in ?Cosmic Spir i tual i ty? to tr uly understand the 
concept.

I  do r ecommend this book to those born into the 
Episcopal Tradi tion and those new  to i t.

LIBRARY 
CORNER
Cher ie Cl ar k

A Big Thank You 
to our  Men's 

Breakfast Group 
for  making 

Breakfast for  Us 
on Shrove 

Tuesday!!! I t 
was a delicious 

and fun 
evening!!

Thanks, 



Financial  Repor t  f or  Januar y 2015

We were about $378 above budget for pledges in January but were about $1122 below budget on plate 
offerings. Some of our other income was above budget so that our total income was about $120 above 
budget. Our total expenses were about $200 above budget. We are working on making some changes on our 
reporting process and will have better reports beginning in the next month or two.

John Cl ar k

Money in the Operating account on January 31, 2015 -$17,306.28

Money in Operating Reserved Account $48,236.38

Money in the Elevator Account $48,211.41

Income December

Pledges $20,311.81

Plate $2,933.77

Fund raising $86.40

Other $1,329.24

Total $24,661.22

Expenses

Salaries, Payroll taxes, Health Ins., Pensions, etc. $16,019.13

Christian Ed., Music, Altar Supplies & Worship Expenses $936.02

Off ice & Facility $4,354.74

Evangelism& Outreach $75.00

Finance Costs, Insurance, and Miscellaneous $4,601.25

Total $25,986.14

John Cl ar k


