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  Do you write? Do you 
journal? Do you compose 
poetry? Do you love language 
and how it affects you? Do you 
enjoy an engaging memoir? 
Then, you must read In Other 
Words by Jhumpa Lahiri.

  Jhumpa Lahiri also wrote The 
Namesake, Unaccustomed 
Earth, The Lowland and a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
collection of short-stories, 

Interpreter of Maladies. Her writ ings poignantly 
explore the experiences of immigrant Indians living 
in Western cultures, many as lonely wayfarers 
struggling to belong here and yet called to reconnect 
to their ancient home, India.

Born in London of Bengali parents, Lahiri was 
allowed to speak only Bengali in her home. At an 
early age her family moved her to New York, where 
she could speak only English in school and with her 
new friends, but not at home. As a writer she chose 
English. But she never fully experienced herself  in 
either language. Visit ing Florence as a young adult, 
she fell in love with the Italian language. Years later, 
as a highly accomplished English-language writer she 
eventually moved her family to Rome, there 
immersing herself  fully in speaking, reading and then 
writ ing in Italian!

In Other Words is a uniquely crafted book ? One 
page in Italian, written by her, and the facing page, a 
translation, translated not by her but by an 
experienced professional ? throughout the entire 
account of her l inguistic conversion. What might 
have been a quirky gimmick actually works! Her story 
is deeply personal, revealing her outer struggles with 
the language and inner ones with herself . She 
courageously details her uprooting search for a new 
identity, as a writer and as a whole person, while she 
laboriously adopts Italian for her medium of 
expression.

I often f ind book review excerpts quoted by 
publishers very misleading. However, for this book 
several citations are, in my opinion, accurate.?As 
much a book of poetry as prose? Beautiful.? 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. ?Gorgeous? .Lahiri gives us 
the most unusual of self-portraits.? New York Times 
Book Review. ?Exquisite? .The most evocative, 
unpretentious, astute account of a writ ing life I have 
read.? The Washington Post.

If  you love the feel of deeply expressive language, 
you will love Lahiri?s story. Then, maybe, you can 
dream of adopting another language ? perhaps, 
Bengali? As for me, I am content to relish this 
beautiful memoir of her heroic quest.

In Other Words is available for loan from St. 
Thomas? John Emery Memorial Library.

Learning to Speak In Other Words

Thank you to all those who made the February 
Sunday School/Emery Library session a success: 
Alex Stark, John Bullock, the parents who 
brought their children to the library, and most of 
all, the six children who were the real stars of the 
show. They all left the library with a book of their 
choice.

Our next Library Table will be March 18. We 
will feature books for the Easter season as well 
as selections that honor Women?s History Month, 
including Jumpha Lahiri?s In Other Words. Thanks 
to Mike Earnest for reviewing it for us.

-Elsie Galbreath Haley


