
LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley

As you probably know, our library at St. Thomas is 
arranged as a browsing library with a wide variety of 
sections to choose from. One of the most eclectic 
ones is the literature section. Here you will f ind a 
wide range of authors and types of novels. For 
example, look for Thomas Costain, whose historical 
novels, including The Silver Chalice,were popular in 
the 1950?s and 60?s. (It you are a f ilm buff or a fan of 
Paul Newman, you might know that Newman?s f irst 
Hollywood f ilm was The Silver Chalice,something that 
Newman himself  tried to forget.)

You may also f ind the amazing Brit ish mystery 
writer P. D. James, whose detective Adam Dalgliesh 
is the son of an Episcopal vicar. Not surprisingly, 
Episcopal churches, schools, and clergy are 
frequently featured in these mysteries. See if  you 
can f ind Death in Holy Orders.

And of course, you can f ind contemporary writers 
as well? Alice Walker, Sandra Cisneros, Khalid 
Hosseini, for example.

One writer you might want to check out is Barbara 
Kingsolver? if  you haven?t read her books, or if  it?s 
been a while. Her themes resonate in this troubled 
time and place. Kingsolver herself  has a definite idea 

about l iterature, as noted on her off icial website: 
?Literature is one of the few kinds of writ ing in the 
world that does not tell you what to buy, want, see, 
be, or believe. It?s more like a conversation, raising 
new questions and moving you to answer them for 
yourself .?

This is not to say that Kingsolver doesn?t have 
strong beliefs and values, but in her novels, she often 
uses multiple points of view, allowing her characters 
to present varied perspectives on a central event or 
problem. This is the case in one of her most popular 
novels,The Poisonwood Bible.

At the center of this novel is evangelical Christian 
missionary Nathan Price, committed to evangelizing 
in the Congo of the 1950?s. In the book we see Price 
through the eyes of his wife and each of his four 
daughters. This leaves us with plenty of questions 
and asks us to consider the consequences of l iving 
with a true believer. Let the conversation begin!

Book table

Our third book table of the fall will be on Sunday, 
December 3 and will feature some Christmas books 
and some choices for the new year.

FROM A CURIOUS CHURCH MEMBER...

John Pritchard has been our Junior Warden and Project Supervisor for "St. Thomas' Building Changes and 
Improvements" for the past three years. I talked at length with John about his life experiences and projects at 
St. Thomas he identif ied and coordinated.

Scattered about in this December Bold Living newsletter are three short pieces of information John provided 
for me to share with the readers of Bold Living.

-Ginny Smith


