
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas, 

I?m sure it?s been an anxious time of waiting and 
praying for a successful end to your search process for a 
new rector. And now, even though the search is over, you 
don?t know much about me. It?s going to take us all some 
time to really get to know each other; I?m nervous too. 
However, I thought it would be helpful to write you a 
litt le bit about me. 

I grew up in Chapel Hill, North Carolina attending a 
large Episcopal church adjacent to the University of North 
Carolina campus. My parents were nurses, but they had 
been full t ime civil rights activists. Their passion and 
commitment to justice inspired and continues to inspire 
my own commitments. 

I attended St. John?s College in Annapolis, Maryland 
(where I met my husband, Andrew Baisch) and Santa Fe, 
New Mexico (my one and only time living in the west). 
Following college, I moved to China to teach English 
where I f irst identif ied a call to ministry. 

From China I moved to Atlanta, Georgia. Eventually, 
after a lot of personal discernment, I attended seminary 
at Candler School of Theology at Emory University. My 
f irst call was to Christ Church in Alexandria, Virginia 
where I served for two years. Christ Church is a large 
parish and is known for its rich history (George 
Washington and Robert E. Lee were members). 

From there I went to St. Mark?s Episcopal Church on 
Capitol Hill to serve as associate rector. I have been at St. 
Mark?s almost six years. In that t ime we completed a 3.5 
mill ion dollar capital campaign to provide more space for 
our campus, update our off ices, and 
make our building accessible; a long 
serving rector retired; I served brief ly 
as priest-in-charge; continued to serve 
as an associate to the interim who 
became the rector. In other words, it?s 
been a busy six years with a great deal 
of transition. 

Like St. Thomas, St. Mark?s struggles 
with how to grow the church - how to 
care for aging members and appeal to 
younger families. The two churches are 
in thriving neighborhoods and have 
much to offer their respective 
communities. I look forward to working 
with you all to grow St. Thomas while 

preserving its essential character and commitments. 

Andrew and I are thril led to explore Park Hill, Denver, 
and all of Colorado. It will be totally new to us. We are 
looking forward to the sunshine - lots of opportunities to 
play golf  - and generally being outdoors in such a 
glorious location. 

There?s so much else to say, but at least you have more 
of snapshot of who I am and where I come from. Please 
know that you are daily in my prayers and I ask that you 
pray for Andrew and me as well. 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 
new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Peace and every blessing, 

The Rev. Rebecca Justice ?Justi? Schunior 
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