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Seriously, Is Anything Too Wonderful for the Lord? 
 
 When I step out of my church life bubble, I remember how strange, how counter 

cultural the life of faith can seem. The last couple of days I was back in Washington, DC for an 

ordination and I ended up have to take a car to various parts of the city. I would chat with the 

driver, telling them that I had moved out of the city about a month ago to move to Denver and 

was just back for a couple of days. They would ask, “Why did you move?” And I would tell them 

it was for work. And they would ask, “What do you do?” and I would say, “I’m an Episcopal 

priest.” And that usually stopped them from asking questions. I could’ve said, “I’m a unicorn 

wrangler” and that might have made more sense.  

Though we are still nominally a Christian nation, the life of faith, the devotion to a faith, 

is counter cultural. There are times this is frustrating, but there are times I think this cultural 

loneliness is good for us. It’s good that church going (or any regular faith practice) is no longer a 

societal expectation or a cultural norm because it allows us all to get to the heart of what it 

means to be a faithful person. If it’s not just expected of us, then why and how are we faithful?  

The story in Genesis we hear today is about faith and the lack of it. By the way, I’ll be 

preaching on Genesis all summer. Ordinary Time1 is a great time to really dig into a book of the 

Bible and as we begin a new relationship together, I thought Genesis, a book about beginnings, 

                                                           
1 Ordinary Time is the season of the church between Epiphany and Lent and the time between Pentecost and 
Advent. Ordinary comes from the Latin word “ordinal” referring to number. It doesn’t mean “plain” or “everyday”, 
but the season can feel ordinary because it lacks the urgency of preparation for Christmas or Easter. It’s a good 
time to really dig into the Bible or a spiritual practice. 
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would be a good place to explore. Also, if you were here last week and heard the creation story 

– Genesis 1:1, you might be wondering why we’ve already skipped ahead to well into the Sarah 

and Abraham cycle missing a lot of cool Genesis stuff. There’s a really great theological 

explanation for this: it’s because Easter was on the late side this year and when Easter is late, 

the lectionary just cuts out a bunch of “season after Pentecost” readings so that we can catch 

up in time for Advent and Christmas. The more you know… 

Anyhow, here we are well into Sarah and Abraham’s marriage and God’s relationship 

with them. God, long ago, told Abraham that he and Sarah would be the recipients of a 

promise. God has promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation; that this 

nation would inherit the land of Canaan; and that this great nation would be a blessing to the 

entire world. Well, that’s all well and good, but you can’t be a father of a great nation if you 

don’t have any children of your own. Barrenness is an inheritable trait. If your parents don’t 

have any children, you won’t either (think about it!).  

It had been so long since the promise was made and Abraham and Sarah still had not 

children, that Sarah took matters into her own hands and convinced Abraham to have a child 

with her servant Hagar. Abraham’s son Ishmael was born and Abraham asked God to consider 

the matter settled. But of course, the promise was supposed to include Sarah. Sarah was not 

supposed to be left out. 

And so we come to today’s story. Three travelers visit Abraham and though we don’t 

understand how or why there are three (remember this is written hundreds and hundreds of 

years before Trinitarian theology was developed, so don’t go reading the Trinity into the 
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Hebrew Bible), somehow these travelers are the Lord. The confusion of who these visitors are 

seems to be part of communicating the inscrutability of God. 

For it is God who is the guest, God who tells Abraham and an eavesdropping Sarah that 

she will have a child. But Abraham and Sarah are old. Like really old. This promise is old news 

and Sarah laughs.  

Laughter is a great defense against depression. Mocking the forces that deprive us of 

what we need and desire is a way to gain power over them. Mockery and derisive laughter also 

show that we know what’s up, which way the wind is blowing. Sarah has heard this promise 

before and she knows it just isn’t happening. She doesn’t believe the promise. 

Faith is not a reasonable act. It’s more reasonable to accustom oneself to things as they 

are, as they have been. Barrenness has been her lot in life, and Sarah now finds it normal. 

“Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?” (18:14) It’s a real question. It’s the question of 

faith. Is anything impossible for God? If we say “yes, some things are not possible, even for 

God” we have decided that God is not completely free. We have decided that God is not God. 

We have decided that hopelessness is an option, that hopelessness is reasonable. 

But if God is truly free, if God is God, then God will do what God has promised even if 

Abraham and Sarah don’t believe in it or aren’t ready for it. Remember that they’ve grown used 

to their barrenness. It might even be uncomfortable or unwelcome to change now, in their old 

age, to open themselves to something new. But God does what God does. 

This story is about a child and the promise of an heir, but the question of faith and how 

we face the impossibilities of our lives is implicated in this story as well. Is anything too 

wonderful for the Lord? 
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Of course, the answer many, many people throw back in the face of the awesome 

freedom of God is that there are many broken places, many barren spaces where God does not 

seem to act. And yes, another challenge in the life of faith is the acceptance that it is not true 

that every thing that we want is accomplished by faith. God does not do whatever we ask for 

and desire; God does what God has promised. 

The reality of suffering is a stumbling block for many. But the life of faith teaches us that 

those who wait with God through the night of suffering are those whose laughter of mockery is 

turned into the laughter of Easter morning. 

Waiting with God is hard, but maybe not harder or more painful than living in a closed 

and barren world where God is not God. Perhaps, as people of faith, we are not really called to 

whole heartedly believe that God will fix all the broken things in our world, but simply to bring 

that brokenness to God. 

This past week has held a lot of darkness: multiple shootings, and these are just the 

ones I read about in the news. I KNOW that nothing will change the hearts and minds of 

legislators who can make us safer by common sense gun violence prevention. And on Friday 

Philando Castile’s killer was acquitted. Once again we are hit with the reality that it is 

apparently fine to kill a black person if they frighten you – it’s ok if they are armed with only 

skittles and tea; it’s ok if they’re running away and you shoot them in the back, it’s ok if they 

reach for their wallet and, maybe, a gun. I know that there is so much racism and that we are 

not ready to do the hard work of dismantling white supremacy. It’s impossible. 

Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? As lonely people of faith who tell stories about 

how 90 year old women have babies, we might laugh at ourselves. What kind of nonsense is 
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this? Some days I don’t know, some days like Sarah I just laugh or else I’d cry. But laughter or 

tears, God will be God. The character of God is to keep promises. So friends, wait with me. Wait 

just a little bit longer. 


