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Summer Service Time Change

Summer schedule begins on Sunday, July 1 

One Sunday service at  9:00 a.m.



LIBRARY CORNER

The Reverend Dr. Will iam J. Barber II, The Third 
Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement Is Overcoming 
the Politics of Division and Fear

This summer, along with the usual general malaise 
that comes with the heat and relative freedom of the 
season, a paralysis seems to be seizing many of us. I 
hear it f rom friends who have stopped watching the 
news because they can?t deal with any more, and 
from others who can?t stop watching, mesmerized 
like someone caught in the slow-motion shock of an 
accident we can see coming but can?t stop. Both of 
these reactions are understandable, but Will iam 
Barber is having none of it. And his book, The Third 
Reconstruction, just might be the corrective we need 
at this moment. 

You probably have seen Barber on a variety of 
news shows in the last few months, talking about his 
Moral Monday movement and his more recent work 
to revive Martin Luther King?s Poor People?s 
Campaign. He is an impressive physical presence and 
riveting orator, but what comes through even more 
strongly is his intense devotion to his cause. 

Much of the book is autobiographical, and Barber 
uses the remarkable story of his l ife, his family, his 
faith and his community to il lustrate the kind of work 
he sees as essential to building the kind of 
democracy we would like to leave the next 
generation. He is respectful of Martin Luther King 
and other leaders of earlier civil rights movements, 
but is adamant that this is not the real story. The real 
story is the countless unsung hero-cit izens he knew 
as a child and others like them who paved the way 
for the leaders and gave substance to the movement. 
This is consistent with his belief in the power and the 
necessity of grassroots activity that adheres to what 
he calls ?fusion? polit ics. His commitment is to broad 
based, diverse coalit ions starting where they are and 
dealing with problems there. 

Barber is also insistent that we all need to know 
and understand history and work with that 
understanding: ?You have to know your history, 
practice the moves of those who?ve gone before you, 
and make their music your own.? (111) He 
emphasizes the importance of learning to improvise, 
which he defines as ?negotiating the unexpected.? 
The relevance of this is clear in his description of the 
pattern of action that ended the f irst reconstruction 

so disastrously:  

?When we pay attention to this [Jim Crow] history, 
a pattern emerges: f irst, the Redeemers [those who 
want to return the country to its racist past] attacked 
voting rights. Then they attacked public education, 
labor, fair tax policies and progressive leaders. Then 
they took over the state and federal courts, so they 
could be used to render rulings that would 
undermine the ho pe of a new America. This effort 
culminated in the landmark case Plessy v. Ferguson in 
1896, which upheld the constitutionality of state 
laws requiring segregation of public facil it ies under 
the doctrine ?separate but equal.? Then they made 
sure that certain elements had guns so that they 
could return the South back to the status quo ante 
[bellum], according to their deconstructive immoral 
philosophy. Past is prologue.? (117) 

There is much more to this short but dense book. 
The quotes in the preceding paragraph are from the 
chapter t it led ?America?s Third Reconstruction.? It is 
followed by an ?Appendix for Organizers?, which 
gives fourteen steps to move forward together. It?s a 
daunting plan for action, but Barber is clear that we 
need to take the long view; certainly those working 
against the goals of Moral Mondays have done so, 
and will do so again. 

I would also recommend to you an article prof il ing 
Barber, ?The Southern Strategist?, written by Jelani 
Cobb. You can f ind it in the May 14, 2018 edition of 
The New Yorker and also online. It?s a more concise 
biography of Barber and updates his activit ies since 
the publication of The Third Reconstruction in 2016. 
Cobb quotes from Barber?s speech to the 2016 
Democratic National Convention: ?We must shock 
this nation with the power of love, we must shock 
this nation with the power of mercy. We can?t give up 
on the heart of our democracy, not now, not ever!? 

Library news 

If  you have tried to use the library recently you 
have probably found it locked. I plan to see how we 
can assure access, and I hope to have some time to 
work on this in early July. Stay tuned. 
 

-Elsie Galbreath Haley 



By Mike Earnest

In the mid-1960?s our St. Thomas rector, Fr. Marion 
Hammond, established a weekly discussion group, 
dubbed the ?Theology Class?, to discuss books he 
was reading. Most of his reading related to his 
sermons or the Sunday adult faith formation class. 
Over the years that group morphed into a lay-led 
theology book study group. The membership has 
ebbed and f lowed, but two current members have 
been attending for over 40 years! Several others 
have journeyed with us over ten years. 

Through the decades we have discussed well over 
a hundred books, most by forward-thinking 
theological/ spiritual leaders, eg Bishop John Shelby 
Spong, Karen Armstrong, John Dominic Crossan, 
Marcus Borg, Diana Butler Bass, the Dalai Lama, 
Phyllis Tickle, Thomas Merton et. al. Our topics are 
wide-ranging ? Christian history, formal theology, 
l iving a faithful l ife, physical cosmology, the 

evolution of humankind, cultural history, Biblical 
exegesis, comparative religions, etc. See the reading 
list of some of the books we have read here.

Our wide-ranging, personally searching 
discussions have enriched, even transformed our 
individual spiritual journeys.

Want to grow along with us? We would welcome 
you to share the journey. Our current book is 
Sapiens ? A Brief History of Humankind. We are 
taking our annual summer break right now but will 
resume on July 17. 

We meet weekly, on Tuesday mornings in the 
upstairs group room above the church off ice, from 
10:00 to 11:30. Have questions? See Mike Earnest or 
Carol Donahoe or call the St. Thomas off ice. 

ST. THOMAS? LONG-LIVING THEOLOGY STUDY GROUP ?  
Want to join us in our journey?

Your Junior Warden has been charged with cleaning out 
our space to make ready for new and exciting Building 
Use in the future. Therefore, with Rev.'s blessing going 
forward our new gif t policy is below.

Thank you-

Your Junior Warden

Gif t  Pol icy:

No gif ts of furniture or other bulky items, and the like 
will be accepted unless expressly approved by your 
Wardens or Justi to ensure that our space doesn't 
become a catch all for things that might not be suitable 
for general use. Instead of gif ts of this nature, members 
of the parish are asked to prayerfully consider other 
gif ts that directly support the general fund and mission 
of St. Thomas. This way we in leadership can continue to 
look at ways to truly fund our ministries and programs 
that St. Thomas desires to support and promote.

JULY Bir t hdays  
2 ? Charles Sparks 

3 ? Hugh Pote 

4 ? Sue Blaes, John Laurila 

8 ? Tony Alumkal, Penny Hayes 

9 ? George Smith 

14 ? Eddie Atayde 

15 ? Jean Emery 

17 ? Marian Frank 

22 ? George Bullock  

27 ? John Bullock, Carol Donahoe 

28 ? Clif ford Duchan 

30 ? Alexander Johnson  

31 ? Michelle Cooney 

anniver sar ies
1 ? Steve & Peggy Weston 

8 ? Eric & Angela McClam 

18 ? Collins & Grace Atufunwa 

19 ? Jasper & Tuula Fai 

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Theology-group-Book-List-2018.pdf






Food Ingathering on Sunday, July 1 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food Bank. 
The Servants for Justice Committee prepares sacks 
with lists of the most needed items. The sacks are 
available at the back of the church. If  you would like 
to take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and 
return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

The Parish Of f ice wil l  be closed for Independence 
Day on Wednesday, July 4. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, July 14 
at 8:30 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  
Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.  

The St . Thomas Social  Just ice Book Club with discuss 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, 
on Wednesday, July 18 at 7:00 pm in the second 
f loor meeting room. The next month, we will meet on 
August 15 and discuss The Underground Railroad by 
Colson Whitehead. Please join us! 

Save the Date: Sunday, August  19 ? Mass in the 
Grass ? A wonderful event in our parish life is our 
annual Mass in the Grass, a 9:00 a.m. outdoor mass 
followed by a parish-wide picnic. Invite your friends 
and neighbors. We?ll be back at Congress Park this 
year, located at 8th Ave. and Josephine St.  

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Peggy Weston at 
720-998-5440 or sandspj2506@gmail.com with any 
questions.  

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up on the 
poster in the Great Hall. Please indicate if  you will 
bring your own f lowers or the off ice will 
automatically order them with your $50.00 donation.  

Stay in the Loop ? To sign up for St. Thomas 
electronic communications (weekly e-blasts and 
monthly Bold Living newsletter), please contact 
Maria in the parish off ice at 303-388-4395 or 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY
1 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

4 ? Parish Off ice Closed for Independence Day 

14 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course 
at 8:30 am  

16 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

18 ? Social Justice Book Club at 7:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for August issue 

Weekly:   

Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am  

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 9:00 am Summer Mass 



FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY 2018
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


