
By Mike Earnest 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment recently released their latest report, 
Firearm Deaths in Colorado, 2010-2015. Sadly, our 
state?s epidemic of violence, injury and death from 
f irearms is continuing unabated. More people in 
Colorado die from such injuries than die in car 
accidents. In 2015, 704 died from gun violence, 
compared with 596 in auto accidents (up from 556 and 
501, respectively, in 2010). For all ages, in the years 
2010 through 2015, 79%  of the deaths were from 
suicide. The injury and death rates in Colorado are well 
above those in the U.S. as a whole. Nationally, a total 
of over 33,000 people die from gun injuries each year, 
about 90 per day! The number of injuries and deaths 
have climbed steadily in recent years. 

What are we doing at St. Thomas to help prevent gun 
injuries and deaths?  Several years ago we convened 
our Gun Safety and Injury Prevention group (GSIP) and 
St. Thomas off icially joined the Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun Violence (CFCU). 
CFCU is a collaboration of over 35 communities of 
faith - Protestant congregations, Catholic parishes, 
Islamic mosques, and Jewish synagogues - all 
committed to ending gun violence in Colorado and 
helping with the national effort. Through CFCU our 
parishioners lobby in support of legislation to make 
our communities safer (and oppose contrary 
legislation), work with governmental agencies who are 
trying to prevent gun injuries and deaths and take 
actions that raise public awareness of the epidemic. 

On Saturday, June 3, the Rev. Justi, her husband 
Andrew, and other parishioners participated in a march 
downtown to encourage our Denver City Council, 
legislature and governmental agencies to do more to 
address our gun violence problem. (See the photos). 
We later were encouraged to learn that on Monday, 
June 5, the Denver City Council declared that June is 
our city?s Gun Violence Awareness Month. 

Also, CFCU, including a St. Thomas member, met with 
the Denver Department of Public Health (DPH) to 
continue working with them to apply public health 
approaches to reducing gun violence in Denver. We 
were delighted to learn that the DPH, later this 

summer, will publish a detailed report on gun violence 
in Denver and how public health measures will help 
reduce the problem. The DPH will also feature the 
issue in one of their regular Vital Signs reports and will 
sponsor a conference at Denver Heath about the 
problem and how public health measures might help 
reduce it. (Watch for announcements in Bold Living, 
our service bulletins and e-blasts for further 
information.) 

And, recently our St. Thomas Servants for Justice 
group has begun planning toward engaging the larger 
problem of suicide in Denver and Colorado. That effort 
is in its early, formative stage. 

Do you want to join us in this important work? There 
are several elements with dif ferent parishioners 
involved ? legislative action, the public health 
init iative, and suicide prevention. If  you are interested 
in learning more or in helping our effort you can speak 
with Marian Frank, Mike Earnest, Jon Moore Stafford, 
Br. Scott Michael Pomerenk or Rev. Justi. We all 
welcome your input and questions. 
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Photos from the march to encourage 
Denver City Council, legislature and 
governmental agencies to do more to 
address gun violence, June 3, 2017


