
 By Mike Earnest on behalf of GSIP 

 I awoke today and turned on 9News, hearing 

?Mass shooting in Toronto leaves two dead and 
a dozen injured?. Tonight I read emails about 
the US Government preparing to allow 
downloading and 3-D printing of hand guns. 
Our national f irearm violence epidemic 
continues to grow. The legions of money and 

power continue their immoral work. 

I know from my reading that we have over 
300 mill ion f irearms in private hands and 
homes in the U.S. Over 34,000 people die in 
f irearm violence here every year (about 95 per 
day, 4 per hour). Among the developed nations 
of the world we are the leading nation for 
f irearm violence and we are the leading 
exporter of f irearms to nations throughout the 
world. We now are exporting our violence to 
Canada. (A friend of mine who leads the Zero 
Gun Violence Movement in Toronto told me 
that half  of f irearm violence deaths there are 

caused by guns traceable to the U.S.) 

Many of us at St. Thomas have said ?Enough! 
No more!? About four years ago several of us 
gathered as the Gun Safety and Injury 
Prevention (GSIP) group. We quickly found and 
led St. Thomas to join the Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun Violence. CFCU 
is composed of 38 Colorado communities of 
faith - Christian congregations, Jewish 
synagogues, Muslim mosques, and 
Unitarian/Universalist churches. We are active 
together to end f irearm violence in our 

communities. 

Working with CFCU, St. Thomas parishioners 
have lobbied the state legislature to pass 
measures that will reduce f irearm violence and 
have attended rall ies and vigils calling for a 
cease f ire in our state. Recently we met with 
Mayor Michael Hancock and also with the 

Director of the Denver Department of Public 
Health and Environment, urging them to set a 
plan and goal of ?Zero Firearm Deaths in 
Denver by 2030?. They received our proposal 
favorably and so invited CFCU to serve on a 
mayor-appointed commission, a forum where 
we will promote our views, working with 
several Denver city departments and other 

public interest groups! 

At the June 24 Adult Forum here at St. 
Thomas, Rev. Justi and our GSIP group 
discussed these plans with about 25 interested 
parishioners and heard their ideas. Thanks to all 
of you who joined the discussion. Special 

thanks to you who offered to help. 

Do you want to join our efforts to end the 
horrible epidemic of f irearm violence in 
Denver, in Colorado and in our nation? We 
invite your ideas, your energy, your prayers, 
your donations and your joining our working 
groups. Interested? See Rev. Justi or Mike 

Earnest (303 355-7436). 

May the Peace of the Lord be with us all, 

Mike 
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