
?I predict that even in that very moment when you see 
with horror that despite all your efforts, you not only 
have not come nearer your goal but seem to have 
gotten farther from it, at that very moment, you will 
suddenly reach your goal and will clearly behold over 
you the wonder-working power of the Lord, who all the 
while has been loving you, and all the while has been 
mysteriously guiding you.? (Father Zosima from The 
Brothers Karamazov, by Fyodor Dostoevsky) 

Friends, 

Each Sunday, as we move from the liturgy of the 
word to the liturgy of the table, I, or the presiding 
priest, proclaims to you to ?walk in love, and Christ 
loved us.? The exhortation comes from St. Paul in his 
letter to the Ephesians (5:2). It?s been a while since I 
gave it much thought ? it?s become a verbal signal to 
move from hearing the word of God to gathering at 
the table and receiving the Word of God in Jesus. But 
in recent days it?s been a comfort to me as I process 
what?s next for St. Thomas. Walking in love implies 
that there is journey, that there is change. Just as 
Peter wanted to stay on the mountain of the 
Transfiguration, but learned that following Jesus 
would mean moving into the unknown, so the church 
often wants to f ind a resting place, but is inexorably 
pushed forward by the Spirit.  

When I came to St. Thomas, the church had 
completed a tremendous amount of work on who and 
how it was called to be in the world at this time. And 
the community included this work in my letter of 
agreement (a contract) in outlining f ive priorit ies for 
both me and church leadership. Those priorit ies were 
adequate funding for church operations, adequate 
children?s programs, dynamic programs that attract 
young families, better church communication, and a 
high quality music program. The vestry spent a 
retreat and several subsequent meetings f leshing out 
what these priorit ies meant and what steps would 
lead to some good measure of their completion. We 
built our annual fundraising campaign around 
investing in these priorit ies. My evaluation as rector 
of the parish was based on my work on these 
priorit ies. 

However, at the vestry retreat on July 14, the 
leadership of the church discovered that these 
statements didn?t speak to the deep places of longing 
and calling at St. Thomas. This discovery came after 
hours of deep digging into where and how we were 
called to be in community with one another. Leaders 
stil l felt confused about how we came to these 
statements and what success would look like. 
Feelings of shame rose up, shame about the 
dif ference between what St. Thomas thought about 

itself  and what it actually did as a community of faith. 
You can hear some of this shame in the way the 
priorit ies are written in words such as ?adequate? and 
?better?. 

At the same time, we discovered deep wells of 
vulnerability, hope, and longing as we shared stories 
and built our relationship together during the retreat. 
We worked to look at where we are gif ted and to lean 
into that gif tedness instead of focusing on what we 
are missing. I felt more alive and hopeful about our 
work together than I had in some time. 

We have to rework our priorit ies without losing the 
good work we?ve done so far. It may be that we 
mostly just have to change some language to make 
them more imaginative and hopeful and tied to our 
God given calling ? communication so that we can 
build relationship; attentive to the spiritual l ives of 
young people so that they may experience the love 
of God so many of us experienced when we were 
young, etc. 

This is the work that we all have to do ? not just 
l isting priorit ies, but digging deep into why we are 
called and then living into that calling. I wish that it 
looked more like a spreadsheet right now, but that?s 
not usually the way God works. What I do know is that 
our work together needs a lot more listening and 
relationship building. It will take listening and 
praying and loving one another for us to come to a 
place where we can know better what the work looks 
like. But that?s a good goal on its own. 

This has been a long letter already, but I must tell 
you that I have been overwhelmed by your 
generosity this summer. In response to my letter 
about our f inances and St. Thomas? need, we have 
received signif icant gif ts this summer (usually a slow 
time for church giving). July?s f inances are included in 
this newsletter for your information. I give thanks for 
all of you who are journeying with me, walking in 
love. 

Peace, 

Justi+ 

If  you are interested in participating in any of the 
decision making committees at St. Thomas, talk to me 
about joining any of the following: 

Vestry ? meets 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm 
(all meetings, unless otherwise noted, are public) 

Finance ? meets the Thursday before Vestry at 8:30 
am 

Buildings & Grounds ? meets the Tuesday before 
Vestry at 6:30 pm 

From the Rector


