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Lent : A t ime of  renewal
From the Interim Rector, 

  We have entered the 
season of Lent. March 1 
was Ash Wednesday, and 
the 40 days of our Lenten 
observance began. The 
word Lent comes from an 
old Anglo-Saxon word 

meaning to lengthen. The daylight hours are 
getting longer. As we move towards Easter, we 
are also entering the springtime of the year. All 
this reminds us that Lent is about spiritual 
renewal. We turn our gaze toward Jerusalem and 
journey with Jesus to the Cross and the 
Resurrection. 

For St. Thomas this Lent will be a time of 
renewal in more than one way. The search 
process to call the next rector of St. Thomas is 
now moving towards its goal. Our Lenten season 
will have this double dimension. We sense that 
the season of transition is about over. We are 
about to welcome new leadership within our 
beloved parish. 

The resurrection of Jesus is about God?s life 
transforming and transf iguring our life. The call 
of a priest to be rector of St. Thomas will be a 
sign of God?s life, God?s mission, renewing our 
community of faith. The hard and good work of 

the past eighteen months is bearing fruit. Our 
Lent will be as it should be a time of joy. 

Let us keep a good Lent by observing the 
traditional practices of worshipping in church, of 
prayer, fasting, and charitable works. Let us join 
in study and thoughtful contemplation of the 
mighty works of God. Let us also keep this Lent 
by preparing ourselves to join with our new 
rector in furthering the work of the kingdom. It?s 
going to be an exciting Lenten season, and I?ll 
bet you don?t often say that about Lent. 

Faithfully, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 


