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The Social Justice Book Group formed in 
September of 2017 because a few of us wanted to 
read the remarkable and inspiring book, Becoming 
Ms. Burton. After that meeting, we decided to keep 
reading books that inspired us, informed us, made us 
think, and made us more aware of the world around 
us.

It?s not necessarily easy to read these books. Some 
of us are new to these topics; some of us live the 
reality described in the books we?ve read every day. 
Sometimes we f ind a cause or issue that makes us 
want to dig deeper, but the focus of the group is on 
the book at hand and our discussions. We hope that 
reading these books will make us more 
compassionate and will lead to deeper relationships. 
Personally, I?m just glad to have people to read with 
and not be alone with these important works. I am so 
grateful for the perspectives of others - most of 
whom do not belong to St. Thomas and may not be 
religious at all.

I will say that our last book, Evicted: Poverty and 
Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond, has 
inf luenced me recently. I, not infrequently receive 
requests for rental assistance from people on the 
verge of eviction. These requests are almost never 
from parishioners. And when I was a new priest I was 
scammed out of some discretionary money by a man 
who was not facing eviction. I started to tune out 
these requests. There are so many people in need; 
I?m not qualif ied to make decisions about how best 
to help; if  I give money this month, what?s going to 
happen next month? These are just a few of the 
excuses I used to put the people who looked to me 
for help out of my mind. But after reading Evicted 
with the group, I was made aware of the 
overwhelming frequency of evictions; how landlords 
take advantage of vulnerable renters; how dif f icult it 
is to f ind housing if  you have made a mistake or two 
in life; and f inally the constant requests for help and 
the constant denials of help. I can?t help everyone 
who reaches out to me for aid, but I can take each of 
them seriously and I have learned more about where 

people can go when they are facing the forced 
removal of all their possessions and a long search for 
a safe place to live. I can show compassion.

That?s just one small example of how this group 
has enriched my life and broadened my perspective.

Join us, 7 pm in the Upper Room for discussion and 
snacks!

-Justi

Social  Just ice Book Group Reading List  2018

February 21 -The Fire Next Time- James Baldwin

March 21 -Between the World and Me- Ta-Nehesi 
Coates

April 18 -The Impossible Will Take a While: 
Perseverance and Hope in Troubled Times- Edited by 
Paul Rogat Loeb

May 16 -Real American: A Memoir: - Julie 
Lythcott-Haims

June 20 -Americanah- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

July 18 -Their Eyes Were Watching God- Zora Neale 
Hurston

August 15 -Underground Railroad- Colson Whitehead

September 19 -Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting 
Together in the Cafeteria: And Other Conversations 
About Race- Beverly Daniel Tatum

October 17 -Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in 
the Story of Race- Debby Irving

November 21 -Just Mercy- Bryan Stevenson

December 19 -Bad Feminist- Roxane Gay

Social  Just ice Book Group Reading List  2018



LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley

For adult forums in January, Rev. Justi chose to 
focus on ?The Essentials of Christianity?, including 
prayer, scripture, and the Eucharist. If  you attended 
these forums (or if  you weren?t able to), you might 
want to follow up on topics that interested you with 
a visit to the Emery Library. The core of the library 
addresses these essentials in a variety of ways.

If  you turn to the left when you enter the library, 
you will see a wall of bookshelves that are focused 
on some of the ?essentials?. There are a variety of 
Bibles in various translations, and on the top shelves 
you will f ind a row of commentaries? half  on the Old 
Testament and half  on the New. The reference 
section includes the Interpreters Bible as well as the 
Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible. There is also a 
Biblical Studies section that features a wide variety 
of perspectives.

If  you are interested in church history, there are 
several sections to browse. The largest section has 
texts that examine Christianity from a broad 
historical perspective. Another section focuses on 
history of the Episcopal Church. And the smallest 

section, captioned ?Local Church? has some history 
of St. Thomas.

Before you leave the library, check the left side of 
the west wall? across from the children?s area. The 
?Prayer? section has books of daily meditations with 
varying approaches plus books on approaching 
meditation and prayer. And below this is Liturgy and 
Worship. So the library has many possibil it ies if  you 
want to expand your exploration of the essentials.

I would be remiss if  I didn?t also acknowledge that 
February is Black History Month. Take a look at the 
Featured Books area and you will f ind some choices 
for that. As you may have noticed, some of these 
have been reviewed or featured on the book table in 
other months.

Finally, we will have our f irst book table of the new 
year on February 11th. This will feature books for 
Lent as well as some more choices for Black History 
Month. And on February 18th, Alex Stark and I will do 
an interactive library session with book talks for the 
Sunday School students. If  you have children, we are 
excited about the chance to welcome them to the 
library.



Agape - "the highest form of 
love, charity."

Friends-

  I am no theologian or at least 
not yet, but the Church has a 
lot to say about love. Society 
does too. The social 
parameters we place around 
this thing called ?love? have 

been constructed, def ined, and prescribed by a 
patriarchy that desires conquest of both body and 
mind. Folks that don?t f it this patriarchal social 
construction of love are expected to ?know their 
place? and not intermingle with those that 
prescribe to what is so-called acceptable. Where 
am I going with all this? Well, St. Valentine?s Day is 
approaching, and we recall Valentine?s self less 
generosity to Christian couples who desired to 
bind their love in the ceremony of matrimony 
during Roman persecution of Christians. Now, I 
don?t intend to make a grand proclamation on 
marriage, what it should look like, or a lengthy 
tome on a Saint who in many respects has become 
more legend than truth. No, I want to speak to 
?agape? a love so profound it can bring the haughty 
low and raise the poor up. A love that is charity 
(God?s love for us humans and our love for Him). A 
love that has largely been ignored in today?s 
commercialized, rushed, and smart phone app 
obsessed culture.

In my community (LGBT+) love is barely spoken 
of or if  it is spoken of at all in hushed and unsure 
voices. We have lost trust in each other because we 
have so often found ourselves as LGBT+ folks 
harmed by those who are called to love. The 
Church, our Families, and even our Friends. We are 
wary of connection, and of f inding hope in each 
other. In many ways to protect ourselves, we close 
off  to the world and avoid contact with our fellow 
humans in fear of being hurt again. Or, in many 
instances bounce from partner to partner grasping 

at a semblance of this ?agape?; this deep love. It 
seems sometimes God isn?t there, and He seems 
especially silent when the Church isn?t there.

My intent is not to drag you down or make it 
seem as if  love is not possible. It is, and I f irmly 
believe in it myself .I have witnessed genuine love 
at St. Thomas, on the train to school, and small 
interactions with strangers. Love is all around if  we 
are will ing to look and strive for it. Even though I 
have been recently hurt by a person who I thought 
loved me in this way I stil l seek and long for a day 
where we are all enveloped by a love so profound 
we no longer desire the boundaries placed around 
this beautiful and powerful emotion. As a Church, 
we have an odd juxtaposition this year with Lent 
beginning on the day of St. Valentine?s. If  you want 
to see true ?agape? look to Calvary where we are 
journeying to this Lent. See God in his Son with 
arms outstretched on that tree and know that even 
the cruelest of deaths cannot overpower the love 
that is around, in, and constantly felt at that 
moment. Surrendering, and consent goes hand in 
hand with this deep love. We must f ind our 
vulnerability, trust, and hope in a God that would 
even consider us worth the effort by sending us his 
Son to die for ALL of us. We discover at Calvary that 
this isn?t the end of the story, but only the 
beginning. We are called in our Baptismal 
Covenant; open up to the world and invite it in. 
Now, I know this is tends toward the f luffy, and 
often we are left wanting by our fellow human. 
Also, we must consider our own safety. But, if  we 
are cautiously optimistic I think in many ways our 
vulnerability and trust will enliven our spirit and 
love can abound all around us. St. Thomas may your 
search for ?agape? be powerful and constant. 
Happy St. Valentine?s Day, and a Blessed Lent.

-Jon Moore



MLK's birthday was last month, richly celebrated 
with Father Dan's sermon, and a gut-wrenching "Lif t 
Every Voice," followed by Purnell 's agonizing "We 
Shall Overcome" on the piano. But I think we should 
linger in the company of Martin, and hope this litany 
helps to life our grieving hearts and steel our spines. 
-Elizabeth Bennett

A Litany for Mart in Luther King Jr. Day

We remember the conviction of Martin Luther King Jr. 
that
"freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor;
it must be demanded by the oppressed."

Therefore, let  us pray
for courage and determinat ion
by those who are oppressed. . . .

We remember Martin's warning that
"a negative peace which is the absence of tension"
is less than "a positive peace which is the presence 
of justice."

Therefore, let  us pray
that  those who work for peace on our world
may cry out  f irst  for just ice. . . .

We remember Martin's insight that
"injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
We are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality
tied in a single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly."

Therefore, let  us pray
that  we may see nothing in isolat ion,
but  may know ourselves bound to one another
and to al l  people under heaven. . . .

We remember Martin's lament that
"the contemporary church is often a weak, 
ineffectual voice

with an uncertain sound.
It is so often the arch-supporter of the status quo.
Far from being disturbed by the presence of the 
church,
the power structure of the average community
is consoled by the church's silent and often vocal 
sanction
of things as they are."

Therefore, let  us pray
that  neither this congregat ion nor any congregat ion 
of  Christ 's people
may be si lent  in the face of  wrong,
but  that  we may be disturbers of  the status quo
when that  is God's cal l  to us. . . .

We remember Martin's hope that
"dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away
and the deep fog of misunderstanding will be lif ted
from our fear-drenched communities
and in some not-too-distant tomorrow
the radiant stars of love and brotherhood
will shine over our great nation with all their 
scintil lating beauty."

Therefore, in faith,
let  us commend ourselves and our work for just ice
to the goodness of  almighty God.

Quotations from Letter from the Birmingham City Jail 
by Martin Luther King Jr.; Litany by W. B. McClain and 
L. H. Stookey, U.S.A., 20th Cent. From The United 
Methodist Book of Worship (Nashville: The United 
Methodist Publishing House, 1992.) Used by 
permission. For information about reproducing this 
material, please contact the United Methodist 
Publishing House.
Letter from the Birmingham City Jail © 1963 by Martin 
Luther King Jr.; © renewed 1991 by Coretta Scott King.

A Litany for Mart in Luther King Jr. Day





Dear Partners in Mission,

The start of term is always a chaotic t ime at the 
university and I usually do my best to stay away from 
the off ice so as not to add to the confusion. This time, 
however, I needed to touch base about something 
with the secretary and entered the fray. Amongst 
those at the back of the off ice talking with the 
director was a former student of mine. She took a 
moment to come up and greet me, informing me of 
her new role as a professor. She asked if  she could 
meet with me to talk about ideas. We met for lunch 
the following week and we shared ideas of teaching, 
with pros and cons of dif ferent styles. By the end of 
lunch, we knew one another better and she had 
gleaned some ideas to adjust her plan a bit and I 
gained a better understanding of a technique 
commonly used here that I?ve not employed. It is 
such a blessing to be here over time, which allows me 
to see and contribute to the growth in individuals as 
well as the career. Thank you for joining me in this 
mission, to help form physical therapists on the 
island of Hispaniola and improve the level of care 

they are providing for people needing rehabilitation 
services here. Please pray for God to guide me in my 
teaching and community ministries.

In Christ,

Cathy Donahoe

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of 
Anglican Missionaries and Senders.She is serving in the 
Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de 
Macorís and Santo Domingo. E-mail:cathyd@turbonet.com 
Donations can be sent to SAMS (checks made to SAMS with 
Cathy?s name in the memo line for the general ministry or 
?Donahoe Project? for the construction ministry): PO Box 
399, Ambridge, PA 15003.Snail mail: Apartado 587, San 
Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000 
website:www.cathydonahoe.net

Febr uar y Bir t hdays  
3 ? Olivia Pike

4 ? Anthone Ahlenius

9 ? Chuck Wilcox

12 ? Brian Beagle; Shirley Henry

13 ? Claire Gilmore

14 ? Martina McClam; Sandy Schmidt

15 ? Rosalie Chamberlain

16 ? Angela Pleasants

17 ? Elleri Daw

19 ? Paul Moe

20 ? Kristi Caston

22 ? Partia Byrd

25 ? Mable Jenkins

28 ? Doris Burns; Merrily Leonetti

http://www.cathydonahoe.net


By El izabeth Bennet t

I am grieving the fall of Al Franken. He 
has been courageous, tenacious, 
indefatiguable, bril l iant, principled. He 
was the f irst U.S. Senator to speak in favor 
of gay marriage. He has fought for 
consumer protection, net neutrality, 
voting rights, universal health care, and 
more. And that is not the whole story. He 
has also done bad things, demeaned at 
least several women, and fallen from 
grace.

Teddy Kennedy was an egregious 
example of a f lawed man in power. And, in 
the last forty-some years of his l ife, he 
fought for the underdog, always. He was a 
leader in healthcare, education, voting 
rights, and anti-poverty measures. I found 
him a living example of atonement and 
redemption.

Franklin Roosevelt, in addition to being 
a f lagrantly unfaithful husband, missed 
opportunities to save lives of tens of 
thousands of Jews, incarcerated 
Japanese-Americans, and kil led 
anti-lynching bills. And yet?

I am grateful for Bill Clinton?s 
presidency. I am disgusted by his serial 
inf idelit ies, his sexual abuse of power, 
and his demeaning, disgusting treatment 
of women with whom he was sexually 
involved. But I am grateful for the 
record-breaking number of women in his 

cabinet, the economic gains which the 
country and, most importantly, the 
poorest among us, made during his 
tenure. I am grateful for progress he made 
in civil rights, including women?s rights 
and GLBT rights.

Martin Luther King was a moral leader of 
his century. He also was a serial 
womanizer.

I believed Anita Hill. The ?Me, too? 
volcanic eruption of 2017, of women 
speaking out, speaking up, and saying, 
?NO MORE? is, in many ways, decades too 
late. Bravo to Time Magazine for making 
its Person of the Year the women who 
have spoken up. Bravo to the women who 
have spoken up, and the men who have 
listened.

But.

If  only the perfect can lead, we shall 
always be leaderless.

My personal l ist of imperfect heroes 
includes Nelson Mandela, Abraham 
Lincoln, Paul Robeson, Hillary Clinton, 
Martin Luther, Eleanor Roosevelt, Martin 
Luther King, Mother Theresa, my parents, 
and more. In each case, learning about 
their fail ings was very painful for me. 
Wrestling with feelings of admiration and 
disappointment for the same person was 
a part of my emotional growing up. 
Believing in human perfection is a 

The Greatness of  Imperfect  Heroes

continued next page...



delusion of those who have not l ived 
long enough or deeply enough to 
recognize that we all fall short, at one 
time or another, in one way or another.

We need to have high standards for 
those who are permitted to be in public 
service. We need to have compassion for 
human beings who fall short of their 
standards, and ours. We need to be able 
to recognize the greatness, as well as the 

imperfections, in more people. And we 
need to look into the mirror and 
recognize our fall ibil ity, and our 
potential for greatness despite our 
fail ings.

...continued from previous page

An anonymous donor has started a fund to buy and install an infant 
changing station in the main f loor bathroom. Approximately $400 
would accomplish this task. Since one of St. Thomas? priorit ies is to 
attract young families we need to make them feel welcome once 
they come. Would you donate $25, $50, $100 or whatever you can 
afford to get this small task accomplished? Just note at the bottom 
of your check that it is for the infant changing station. Our babies 
will thank you.

-Marian Frank



Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community 
Food Bank: Sunday, February 4

Our monthly ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday 
of the month benefits the Greater Park Hill 
Community Food Bank.The Servants for Justice 
Committee prepares sacks with lists of the most 
needed items. The sacks are available at the back of 
the church. If  you would like to take a sack, f il l it with 
one or many items, and return it on the f irst Sunday 
of the month, you will be helping to feed hungry 
neighbors.

February Of f ice Closure ?The Parish Off ice will be 
closed on February 19 (Presidents? Day).

Men?s Group Breakfast  ?This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, 
February 10 at 9:00 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l 
(Park Hill Golf  Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.

Hymn Fest ival? Come support the St. Thomas Choir 
as they and seven other Episcopal Church choirs in 
the area perform at a Hymn Festival on Sunday, 
February 11 at 6:00 pm at Christ Episcopal Church, 
2950 S. University Blvd., Denver, CO 80210.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper? Join the Men's 
group on Tuesday, February 13 for the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper; we will be serving in the 
parish hall from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. All are welcome! A 

free-will offering will be collected with the proceeds 
going to the repair of the plaster f igures in our 
outdoor crèche scene. Gluten-free pancakes will be 
available. Looking forward to seeing you for fun and 
fellowship with the men of our church. Contact Karl 
Reuter with any questions at reuterskp@gmail.com 
or 303-320-0480.

Ash Wednesday services at St. Thomas will be held 
on February 14 at 7:00 am and 7:00 pm.

The Creat ivity Group will next meet on Sunday, 
February 18 following the 10:30 am service; the 
theme will be ?Valentine/Ash.?

Altar Flowers ?A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up on the 
poster in the Great Hall. Please indicate if  you will 
bring your own f lowers or the off ice will 
automatically order them with your $50.00 donation.

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ?Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Ginny Smith at 
303-404-3491 with any questions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY
4 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday

10 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course 
at 9:00 am

13 ? Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 5:30-7:30 pm

14 ? Ash Wednesday Services at 7:00 am and 7:00 pm

18 ? Creativity Group meeting following the 10:30 am 
service

19 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm

19 ? Parish Off ice closed for Presidents? Day

21 ? Social Justice Book Club at 7:00 pm

23 ?Bold Living Deadline for March issue

Weekly:

Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am

One World Singers Rehearsals ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am 
Sung Mass

Christian Education for All Ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am



YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT FOR  2017
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