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Giving thanks as we enter Advent
Dear Friends, 

   I am writ ing the day before 
Thanksgiving. In just over a 
week I will have been with you 
as Interim Rector for one year. 
Both events speak to where the 
St. Thomas community is in our 
life together. I am thankful for 
the committed witness and 

faithfulness of you, the good people of this f ine parish. I 
am encouraged by the way the parish has prepared itself  
for the call of the next rector. The task of the Interim 
Rector is to oversee the health of the parish and to help 
prepare the parish to welcome new leadership. My task 
has been made productive because you have stepped up 
at every opportunity to take charge of your present and 
future as a congregation. At t imes I feel that all I have had 
to do is mention what needs to happen, and people step 
forward and get it done. 

 The examples are all around us. The Stewardship 
Committee is one of the best I have worked with. The 
Finance Committee has tackled its work of monitoring the 
income and expenses and improving our bookkeeping 
system with real energy. The Vestry discusses issues and 
makes decisions in a forward thinking and collaborative 
manner. The Servants for Justice keep the social justice 
emphasis of St. Thomas focused and committed. Now we 
also have a Building and Grounds Committee to keep the 
Capital Campaign projects moving forward and to provide 
oversight of the maintenance of our lovely facil ity. The 
Altar Guild quietly does its devoted work. The Sunday 
School teachers carry on with a genuine love for our 
children and their formation in the Christian faith. The 
choir and our musicians provide leadership and beauty to 
our worship of God. The Concert Series and the Auction 
are examples from the past that have taken on a new life 
at St. Thomas. 

 As we celebrate Thanksgiving and now enter the season 
of Advent, I want to give thanks for all the above. I also 
want to call us to prepare this Advent for the observance 
of the Christmas festival by a serious focus on the inner 
meaning of what Advent and Christmas proclaim. 

 As the Word was made f lesh and dwelt among us, so we 
become that Word in the world. It?s been many decades 
since we have been challenged as we are now, to be the 
prophetic Word. This Advent in the Gospel readings, we 
will hear the words of John the Baptist as perhaps we 
never have before. ?The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness.? We will hear them because we sense we too 
are facing a time when ?the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees.? Our vocation is to be the community of witness in 
word and deed to the righteousness of God. In the midst 
of a highly polarized nation, St. Thomas is and will 
continue to be a beacon of l ight. We are God?s house of 
welcome, a place of safety and refuge, and a sign of God?s 
peace, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, and justice. The 
Church is community! 

Faithfully, 

Fr. Bob Hart, Interim Rector 



Rect or    sear ch   updat e

12 candidates vying for rector's posit ion at  St . Thomas
By Vicki Earnest  

The Committee has been busy this last month! The 
Diocesan Off ice for Transitional Ministry closed the 
applications on November 15, so the committee members 
know who candidates are, where they are from, and lots of 
other information about them. We have 12 candidates, 
women and men, from dioceses across the United States 
(Washington DC to California, Michigan to Arizona), very 
well qualif ied, with a variety of experiences and 
backgrounds. 

These are the steps taken by the Search Committee 
since last month?s report: 

 Using the data from the Parish Survey, the committee 
wrote 11 questions asking the candidate to describe 
experiences and personal/professional qualit ies that the 
Parish indicated are desired in a rector. These questions 
were answered by the candidate in the application. 

The committee prepared a scoring system for assessing 
each question. This is a desirabil i ty index. Each committee 
member then scored each candidate. Members worked 
independently, not sharing any information or discussing 
the candidate. 

After the scoring was completed, the committee 

members submitted the scores to Scott Bates, who 
compiled the collective scores of the candidates and 
entered the scores in a spreadsheet. From this, the 
committee can visualize the relative desirable st rengths 
of each candidate. The f inal scores are also ranked from 1 
to 12, with 1 being the most desirable. 

The whole committee then discussed each candidate, 
why each was scored, and agreed on those candidates that 
?f it? St. Thomas. As of this publication, the committee 
plans to interview the f ive or six candidates who scored 
highest in our desirabil i ty index. These interviews will 
occur in the early weeks of December. Committee 
members may ask specif ic questions for each candidate 
interviewed to clarify or enhance our understanding of 
who she or he is. 

You might ask, isn?t this an objective or clinical method 
of assessing, when often the subjective, or ?gut? feeling 
may be just as or even more important? Yes, but the 
committee did use ?gut?  feelings as well. Those ?gut? 
impressions will be crit ical when we can talk and 
interview the candidates in person. 

Once again, the committee trusts that the Holy Spirit 
guides us! Keep us in your prayers. 

Parish to support  Colorado Hait i  Project  during Advent  

By Mike Earnest

In recent years, St. Thomas has committed to support a 
special ministry during the Advent season. Last year we 
chose to work with refugee services. Now our generous 
parishioners are hosting and mentoring a refugee family 
who recently arrived from Afghanistan. 

This Advent season we have chosen to support the 
Colorado Haiti Project. CHP has been working since 1989 
to develop an Episcopal parish, found a school, provide 
clean water, and improve health care in the isolated rural 
community of Petit trou de Nippes. St. Thomas 
parishioners and clergy have been involved in that work 
for almost 10 years. 

How can you participate in this year?s Advent giving 
program? Listen for announcements in church. Watch for 
articles in Bold Living, the worship bulletins, and our 
weekly eblasts. The eblasts will provide links to videos 

about CHP?s work in Petit 
trou. Also see the related 
article in this month?s 
Bold Living, eblast, and 
worship bulletins about 
St. Thomas? contribution 
to relief work following 
Hurricane Matthew. 

A highlight of this 
season?s program will 
occur on Sunday, 
December 4, when CHP and our St. Thomas Servants for 
Justice will present a Haitian Market in the Great Hall 
between the two worship services and after the 10:30 
service. CHP staff  will report on the hurricane recovery 
effort as well as the many creative programs CHP 
sponsors in the Petit trou area. 





st ewar dship

WE Are St . Thomas - Our Stewardship appeal  cont inues to December 7
By Mike Earnest

On Sunday, Nov. 13, we celebrated and blessed all the 
pledges made to that date for next year?s budget. About 75 
people celebrated in the Great Hall after the single worship 

service. 

Did you miss 
our 
celebration? 
Have we missed 
your pledge? 
You stil l have 
the opportunity 
to make a 
pledge. 
However, we 
ask that you do 
it as soon as 
possible 
because the 

Finance Committee must prepare a draft 2017 budget in 
early December. 

As you may have heard, we want to create a healthy budget 
to fully support our new fullt ime Rector in 2017 and to fund 
the many ministries that she or he will help us fulf il l. 

So our Stewardship Committee has extended the date for 
pledging to Wednesday, December 7. 

If  you want to pledge but cannot do it by Dec. 7, if  you have 
other questions, or if  you need a pledge card please contact 
our committee chair, Mike Earnest (303-355-7436 or 
mpearnest@comcast.net) or contact the church off ice 
(303-388-4395 or Off ice@SaintThomasDenver.org). 

Many thanks to the more than 70 households who 
generously have pledged already to support St. Thomas for 
2017! 

Please join us in building for St. Thomas? future. 

By Cathy Donahoe

Dear Partners in Mission,

 When I was in 9th and 10th grade, I ran hurdles in track 
and enjoyed the challenge of getting the steps right and 
clearing the hurdles well. Life presents us many hurdles of 
dif fering shapes and sizes, so getting the steps right is much 
more challenging. 

The opening of the physical therapy clinic faced numerous 
hurdles throughout the process but opened mid-October. 
For me, the biggest hurdle was the last-minute dropping out 
of one of the therapists who had been planning to join us. 
She was the one I really wanted in the clinic because of her 
heart for Christ and her fellow person. It caused me to doubt 
the opening, to doubt what others were saying to me and to 
doubt whether this was really a part of God?s plan after all. 
With prayer and conversation, a solution came to light that ? 
as an American physical therapist ? made me uncomfortable, 
but this clinic is not in the United States. 

A month or so after the opening, we have treated 20 
patients for a total of 75 treatment sessions. Challenges 
continue to unfold, but we continue to take them to God and 
f ind solutions. 

The goal to have this clinic sustain its monthly costs may 

take a few months to come to pass, but with God?s help, will 
be achieved. Please pray that God be the controller of 
decisions for this physical therapy clinic, regardless of the 
hurdles that come before us. 

In Christ, 

Cathy 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with 
SAMS, the Society of Anglican 
Missionaries and Senders. She is 
serving in the Dominican Republic 
as a physical therapist in San Pedro 
de Macorís and Santo Domingo. E-mail: 
cathyd@turbonet.com. Donations can be sent to SAMS 
(checks made to SAMS with Cathy?s name in the memo line): 
PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA 15003. Snail mail: Apartado 587, 
San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000  website: 
www.cathydonahoe.net 

Overcom ing hurdles requires get t ing t he st eps r ight

http://www.cathydonahoe.net


St. Thomas and f riends give more than $19,000 to  
support  Colorado Hait i  Project 's hurricane rel ief
By Mike Earnest

On October 4, Hurricane Matthew roared into the 
southern peninsula of Haiti, uprooting trees, leveling tens 
of thousands of homes, destroying crops, and kil l ing 
hundreds of people. Right in the path of the storm was 
the small rural town of Petit trou de Nippes, the site of St. 
Paul?s Parish, St. Paul?s Episcopal School, and all the 
ministries supported by the Colorado Haiti Project (CHP). 

On October 5, in Louisvil le, Boulder, Denver, Colorado 
Springs, and throughout Colorado, CHP members began 
mobilizing to help in the recovery at St. Paul?s campus 
and the surrounding vil lages in the commune (county) of 
Petit trou de Nippes. Quickly at St. Thomas we organized 
fund raising. 

And quickly you responded. You were amazingly 
generous. St. Thomas parishioners, plus a few friends of 
St. Thomas, gave over $19,000 to support CHP?s relief 
work. THANK YOU! That money is already f lowing to Petit 
trou and St. Paul?s, helping them to recover. 

Want to learn more about the recovery effort? Want to 
donate to support CHP?s continuing work? Want to learn 
more about CHP?s 27 years of mission in Petit trou? Come 
to the adult forum between the two worship services on 
December 4. CHP staff  and St.Thomas parishioners will 
set up a Haitian Market in the Great Hall. CHP staff  will 
also report on the latest recovery work at St. Paul?s and 
throughout Petit trou commune. 

SERVANTS FOR JUSTICE

Deacon Speakin'

Hait i and our  refugee fam ily
   I would like to share some of the 
things that are planned for our St. 
Thomas community as we begin 
Advent, the New Year of our 
church.  

   During Advent, beginning 
November 27, we will focus on 
The Colorado Haiti Project, 
following this year?s Hurricane 

Matthew, which blew through Haiti and caused so much 
damage. The Colorado Haiti Project will provide videos to 
show you the impacts and recovery. 

We will be having a series of short videos included in our 
weekly eblast for each week of Advent, and ending with 
Christmas Week. Please take a few minutes each week to 
click on the link in the eblast and see for yourself  what has 
happened in Petit Trou de Nippes, before and after the 
hurricane, and what they are doing to rebuild and continue 
their l ives. 

The f irst week will be the story of St. Paul 's School  
post-hurricane and what it is doing to recover. Week two, 
the story of the community of Pet it  Trou de Nippes (the 
vil lage in which the Diocese of Colorado has been actively 
involved for many years), post-hurricane and recovery 
process. Week three will be the community of St. Paul?s in 

worship in preparation for Christmas. I think you will be 
quite amazed at their progress and resilience. 

We ask that you respond to this crisis with your prayers 
and with your f inancial support (unless you have already 
done so). There will be a basket in the sanctuary for 
donations of checks or cash. Please note clearly on the 
check that it is designated for The Colorado Haiti Project.  

The second thing I would like to mention, as we move past 
the election into Advent, is that we are actively working 
with our St. Thomas Moslem Family from Afghanistan. They 
arrived about one month ago and are getting settled in 
Thornton. The young parents are Abdul and Farishta, and the 
children are 6-year-old Milad, 4-year-old Malek, and 2-year- 
old Nawisa, with one more on the way, due in January. They 
are beautiful and very responsive, and working with them is 
a joy. Abdul speaks English quite well, Farishta is learning, 
and the children will learn quickly. We hope to have some 
pictures by the time of the next Bold Living. We think you 
will be thril led. 

We are Elsie Haley, Dennis Higbee, Jim Hogan, Angela 
Pleasants, Joe Taylor, and Deacon Sally. We are hoping some 
more of you will be charmed and consider this ministry with 
another family. Please talk to any one of us regarding this 
process. 



LIBRARY CORNER

By Cherie L Clark 

"LAMB: The Gospel 
According to Biff, Christ's 
Childhood Pal"  by 
Christopher Moore 

   As we approach the 
celebration of Christ?s birth, 
perhaps we should think 
about his early years. Very 
litt le has been written about 
them. What did he do as a 
litt le boy? Did he play with 
toys? Did he dig in the dirt? 
Did he have a best friend? 
Did he have a girlf riend? 

Moore gives the reader some possible answers in a 
humorous and thoughtful way. 

The author also gives the reader a blessing which I 
would like to share with you. 

 ?Author?s Blessing? 

If  you have come to these pages for laughter, may 
you f ind it. 

If  you are here to be offended, may your ire rise and 
your blood boil.

If  you seek adventure, may this story sing you away 
to blissful escape.

If  you need to test or confirm your beliefs, may you 
reach comfortable conclusions.

All books reveal perfection, by what they are or what 
they are not.

May you f ind that which you seek, in these pages

Or outside them.

May you f ind perfection, and know it by name. 

The book ends with the f inal days of our Lord?s life on 
earth. The apostles are trying to keep Joshuea (Jesus) 
from being taken by the Temple Soldiers, with 
preparation and eating of the seder meal and Josheua 
being taken from Gethsemane. The trial by Pilate and the 
effort of the apostles to save Josheua. Bif f?s (Levis?) 
anger at Judas betrayal. 

 There is an epilogue to the story that tells about Bif f  
after the Crucif ixion and his life with Mary Magdalene. 
There is also a short afterword with a brief history of the 
world as it was in the time of Christ. 

A new and int erest ing t ake on Jesus's childhood

December
Bir t hdays  

1 ? Sally Barton-Higgins 

2 ? Julie DeCecco 

9 ? Rev. Dan Hopkins 

14 ? Ed DeCecco, Br. Nick 
Pijoan 

16 ? Joy O?Hara 

18 ? Benice Atufunwa 

20 ? Cherie Clark 

25 ? Patrick Blake 

30 ? Pat Horoschak 

     
anniver sar ies
10 ? Kyoshin & Morgan 
Harrower 

29 ? Pete & Teddy Hills 



The Work of Christmas 
by Howard Thurman

 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the Kings and Princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their f locks, 

The work of Christmas begins. 

To f ind the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner, 

To teach the nations, 
 

To bring Christ to all, 

To make music in the heart. 

Candlel ight  Vigi l  

In remembrance of Sandy Hook and all others affected by gun violence 

 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Messiah Community Church 

1750 Colorado Blvd., Denver 

Sponsored by: Colorado Faith Communities to End Gun Violence and Five Park Hill faith 
communities: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Messiah Community Church, Montview Presbyterian 

Church, Park Hill Congregational Church and Temple Micah 

Gather in the playground area to the south of the church. After a short ceremony the group will 
walk, signs provided, from Messiah Community Church to Montview Blvd., cross to City Park and 

walk back to 17th Avenue. 

Bring a f lashlight and dress appropriately for the weather. 



December 4: St . Thomas? Mission in Hait i  

St. Thomas in 2013 "adopted" the class of 2020 at the St. 
Paul's Episcopal School in Petit Trou de Nippes, Haiti. St. 
Paul's is an oasis of energy, learning, and hope in a 
remote, impoverished region in southwestern Haiti. It 
was founded in 1989 by the Colorado Haiti Project. 
Currently the school has enrolled more than 500 students 
in nine grades. For the last f ive years, generous St. 
Thomas parishioners have supported 25-30 students at 
St. Paul's. We'll discuss the current status of the 
education programs there. There will also be a Haitian 
crafts market set up in the parish hall. 

Presenters: Parishioner Dr. Mike Earnest is formerly the 
medical director for the Colorado Haiti Project, and has 
made many trips to Haiti. Teresa Henry is Director of 
Operations and Development for the Colorado Haiti 
Project. 

December 11: Camino de Sant iago: The Pilgrim?s Way 

The Camino de Santiago is the name of any of the 
pilgrim's routes to the shrine of the Apostle St. James in 
the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia is 

northwestern Spain, where tradition says the remains of 
the saint are buried. Since the Middle Ages, the 
pilgrimage to the shrine has been one of the most 
renowned in Christian history. Today, hundreds of 
thousands of pilgrims make their way each year along the 
various routes to the shrine. 

Presenters: St. Thomas parishioners Ben Vandal and Claire 
Gilmore walked 70 miles of the Camino this summer as 
part of the Colorado Youth Leadership Institute. The Rev. 
Sally Bowersox, an Episcopal priest and executive director 
of St. Benedict?s Health and Healing Ministry, will walk it in 
October. They will share their experiences along the 
Camino, and discuss the concept of ?pilgrimage? and why it 
is important in a spiritual sense. 

December 18: St . Thomas Roundtable 

We?ll hear the latest from the Rector Search Committee 
and have the opportunity to ask questions about 
whatever else is on people?s minds.

December 25: Christmas Day ? No Adul t  Forum 

Adult  Forum 

Sunday at  9:15 am in the Great  Hal l  

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN DECEMBER
3 ? One World Singers Concerts at 2:00 & 7:00 pm 

4 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

10 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 
8:30 am 10 ? St. Thomas Concert Series: Purnell Steen and 
LeJazz Machine at 5:00 pm 

11 ? St. Thomas Concert Series: Boulder Renaissance 
Consort at 4:00 pm 18 ? Hayride and Caroling 5:00-7:00 pm 

19 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

21 ? Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle Mass at 12:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for January issue 

24 ? Christmas Eve ? Family Mass at 5:00 pm, A Gift of Music 
at 10:00 pm, Choral Mass at 10:30 pm 

25 ? Christmas Day ? One Sunday Service with Music at 

10:00 am 

26-30 ? Off ice Closed 
Weekly:  Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 
Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass 

Christian Education for All Ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am 





Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community 
Food Bank: Sunday, December 4  ?  Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food Bank. 
The Servants for Justice Committee prepares sacks with 

lists of the most needed items. The sacks are available at the back of 
the church.  If  you would like to take a sack, f il l it with one or many 
items, and return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

One World Singers Present  ?Winter Harp: A 
Holiday Concert?? Saturday, December 3 at 2:00 
and 7:00 pm. When the angels sing carols, they 
sing music like this! In the f irst half , you?ll hear a 
mixture of spine-tingling and calming music to 
provide a welcome respite in a busy December. 
The second half  brings harpist Barbara Lepke-Sims to the stage for 
Jackson Berkey?s Anniversary Carols, written as a gif t to this wife, 
Alameda Berkey. Join the One World Singers in the shining 
acoustics at St. Thomas as part of your holiday tradition. Tickets are 
available for $15 each (children 12 and under free); buy tickets at 
www.oneworldsingers.org/events or by calling Bev Curtiss at 
303-250-7202. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, 
December 10 at 9:00 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park 
Hill Golf  Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.

The St . Thomas Concert  Series presents Purnell Steen 
and LeJazz Machine (P*S*A*L*M) on Saturday, 
December 10 at 5:00 pm for ?Xmas Comes to 5 Points.? 
The group features Purnell Steen on piano, drummer 
Kevin Smith, Dave Atkins on vibes, bassist Ron Bland, 

and vocalist Myra Warren. Special guests: Christine Ware, Ollie 
Smith, and Marguerite Richardson. Tickets: $10.00 at the door. 

The St . Thomas Concert  Series presents the 
Boulder Renaissance Consort on Sunday, 
December 11 at 4:00 pm for their Christmas 
concert ?Swete was the Song.?  The program 
features carols from 15th-century England and 
16th-century Spain, instrumental music of 
Gibbons and Corelli, and the musical satire of 
P.D.Q. Bach. The concert is free but a free-will offering will be taken.

Hayride and Carol ing ? Sunday, December 18 from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. ? Come enjoy a hayride, caroling, 
donuts and cider. Bring the kids to this free event and 
have fun meeting the Clydesdales! 

Celebrat ion of  the Feast  of  St . Thomas the 
Apost le ? Join us for noon mass in the chancel 

on Wednesday, December 21 in celebration of our patronal 
feast.

Parish Of f ice Closing ? The Parish Off ice will be closed from 
Monday, December 26 through Friday, December 30 but staff  will 
be reachable in the case of an emergency.      

ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.oneworldsingers.org/events


Financial   Repor t   f or   Oct ober  2016
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