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Giving thanks as we enter Advent
Dear Friends, 

   I am writ ing the day before 
Thanksgiving. In just over a 
week I will have been with you 
as Interim Rector for one year. 
Both events speak to where the 
St. Thomas community is in our 
life together. I am thankful for 
the committed witness and 

faithfulness of you, the good people of this f ine parish. I 
am encouraged by the way the parish has prepared itself  
for the call of the next rector. The task of the Interim 
Rector is to oversee the health of the parish and to help 
prepare the parish to welcome new leadership. My task 
has been made productive because you have stepped up 
at every opportunity to take charge of your present and 
future as a congregation. At t imes I feel that all I have had 
to do is mention what needs to happen, and people step 
forward and get it done. 

 The examples are all around us. The Stewardship 
Committee is one of the best I have worked with. The 
Finance Committee has tackled its work of monitoring the 
income and expenses and improving our bookkeeping 
system with real energy. The Vestry discusses issues and 
makes decisions in a forward thinking and collaborative 
manner. The Servants for Justice keep the social justice 
emphasis of St. Thomas focused and committed. Now we 
also have a Building and Grounds Committee to keep the 
Capital Campaign projects moving forward and to provide 
oversight of the maintenance of our lovely facil ity. The 
Altar Guild quietly does its devoted work. The Sunday 
School teachers carry on with a genuine love for our 
children and their formation in the Christian faith. The 
choir and our musicians provide leadership and beauty to 
our worship of God. The Concert Series and the Auction 
are examples from the past that have taken on a new life 
at St. Thomas. 

 As we celebrate Thanksgiving and now enter the season 
of Advent, I want to give thanks for all the above. I also 
want to call us to prepare this Advent for the observance 
of the Christmas festival by a serious focus on the inner 
meaning of what Advent and Christmas proclaim. 

 As the Word was made f lesh and dwelt among us, so we 
become that Word in the world. It?s been many decades 
since we have been challenged as we are now, to be the 
prophetic Word. This Advent in the Gospel readings, we 
will hear the words of John the Baptist as perhaps we 
never have before. ?The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness.? We will hear them because we sense we too 
are facing a time when ?the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees.? Our vocation is to be the community of witness in 
word and deed to the righteousness of God. In the midst 
of a highly polarized nation, St. Thomas is and will 
continue to be a beacon of l ight. We are God?s house of 
welcome, a place of safety and refuge, and a sign of God?s 
peace, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, and justice. The 
Church is community! 

Faithfully, 

Fr. Bob Hart, Interim Rector 


