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Interim rector named
By El izabeth Bennet t  

      The Rev. Robert Hart, a retired priest from Michigan 
who recently moved to Denver, has been called by the 
vestry to become the interim rector at St. Thomas. He 
began work on Tuesday, and will preach at both services 
this coming Sunday. 

     Hart ? who prefers to be called ?Father Bob? or just 
?Bob??  is 71 and was ordained 44 years ago.  He has 
served in f ive dioceses, most recently for 22 years in the 
Diocese of Michigan. Before that, he served churches in 
Missouri, primarily in Kansas City. He did a curacy at a 
parish in Oxford, England. He has served three churches 
as rector, been a cathedral canon and held a variety of 
interim positions. 

     He retired eight years ago after serving as rector of all 
Saints Episcopal Church in Pontiac, Mich. All Saints is a 
large church involved in a great deal of social outreach in 
an area of economic decline. After taking a year off , he 
received training specif ically in the work of interim 
ministry, and he most recently served in an interim 
position at Christ Episcopal Church in Grosse Pointe, 
Mich., a suburb of Detroit. 

     He received his Master of Divinity degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary, with additional training 
at General Episcopal Seminary in New York City. He and 
his wife, Becky, moved to Denver three months ago. 
Becky has taken a position as curator of Modern and 
Contemporary Art at the Denver Art Museum. The Harts 
have two grown daughters. 

     Hart met with  
the vestry and 
interested 
members of the 
congregation on 
Monday evening. 
The group talked 
about what is 
important at St. 
Thomas, 
including music, 
youth, social 
justice, the 
Tuesday theology 
group, diversity and pastoral availability. 

     ?What is your management style?? he was asked. 

     ?Well, I don?t micromanage...that is a waste of people?s 
talents,? he said. ?But I will pay attention to the 
administration of the parish.  I?ll look at f inancials. The 
reason for an interim is to keep the ship moving 
forward? I am an interim but also a rector. I?ll be 
available to people? I?m a priest!  I?ll have regular off ice 
hours, attend committee meetings in the beginning to 
get to know them. ? 

     Welcome, Fr. Bob! And many thanks to our wardens, 
Christine Nelson and John Pritchard, who have been 
working double-time to make this happen, and to Bishop 
Rob O?Neill and Canon Lou Blanchard for cutting red tape 
and making it possible for this to happen quickly.

The Rev. Robert  Hart

December    2015



  The committee to lead the search for the next rector for St. Thomas has been formed, and it will soon begin the 
process of creating a prof ile of our parish, and of the leader we are seeking. Here's a look at the search committee 
members, and the experience they bring to the task.

Search commit t ee a diverse group

Rector search

Barbara M. Medina has served 
K-12 students and educators 
throughout her career.  She 
holds a doctorate in Educational 
Policy from the University of 
Colorado, Boulder. From her 
f irst position as an educator 
serving students in a rural 
migrant summer programs to 
her leadership as assistant 
commissioner of the Colorado 
Department of Education she 

has been actively involved at the district, state and 
national levels in the areas of language and literacy for 
diverse populations, cultural and linguistic diversity, 
qualitative research methods, and school reform. She has 
been a member of St. Thomas for the past two years, 
worshipping at the 10:30 a.m. service, and taking part in 
Servants for Justice. She has served on numerous search 
committees for the state, and has been involved in 
leadership discernment for members of a religious 
community. 

George Smith, a retired 
architect and planner, 
began attending St. 
Thomas with his family in 
early 1970. He took a 
break in the mid-1980s 
when he got divorced, but 
began attending again in 
the late 1980s when he 
began dating his wife, 
Marti. They were married 
at St. Thomas, and have 

attended ever since.  He has sung in the St. Thomas 
choir (including the choir that performed at Carnegie 
Hall), has taught Sunday school, served on the vestry, 
been on the Master Plan committee, been building 
maintenance coordinator, done project improvement 
oversight and facility improvement. He?s also a driver 
for Family Promise. George has been part of the 
congregation when we experienced the transition of a 
new rector, and he hopes he can bring skil ls to this 
transition that will help it go smoothly and positively. 

Barbara Harrison 
retired with 40-plus 
years in corporate 
executive and 
management 
positions. She?s been 
a member at St. 
Thomas for seven 
years, and is a Family 
Promise volunteer. 
She brings many 
corporate skil ls to the 
rector search, 

including experience in hiring employees to f il l key 
positions. Most recently, she was co-chair of the GLBT 
Community Center from 2008-2014, and worked closely 
with the leadership there to complete a f ive-year 
strategy plan for the organization. 

Tana Knopf  was the f irst 
female high school band 
teacher in Denver Public 
Schools, a non-nonsense 
counselor and an 
award-winning girls? golf  
instructor during her 37 
years in the school 
district. She and her 
family began attending St. 
Thomas in 1989. She now 
serves on the vestry and 
the altar guild, and in the 

past she has sung in the choir. Her husband, Jim, is a 
former senior warden, and her children have served as 
acolytes and sung in the choir. She claims to bring no 
special skil ls to the rector search, other than trying, 
every day, to be a Christian. 



Scott  Bates is the 
Outreach and Selection 
Specialist at Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro 
Denver. Scott and his 
wife, Melissa Jones, and 
have attended St. Thomas 
since 2012. Both are 
members of Servants for 
Justice and serve as 

ushers, usually at the 10:30 a.m. service. Scott 
participated in hiring processes for the State of 
Colorado when he worked there until 2014, and he 
hopes to bring some of those skills to the table when 
helping to select our new Rector. He also hopes to use 
his group process skills when discussing 
decision-making with the search committee. Lastly, he 
has honed his sense of judgment of character as a 
social worker with children and adolescents. 

Vicki Earnest  is a retired 
nursing educator who has 
been attending the 10:30 
service at St. Thomas Church 
off  and on since about 1974. 
Since her retirement in 
2004, Vicki has coordinated 
the Family Promise mission, 
done pastoral care, is part of 
the Servants for Justice, 
served on the recent Capital 

Campaign Committee, and serves as St. Thomas? 
Jubilee Ministry representative. She also produced 
?Parish the Thought? ? the onetime parish newsletter ? 
for a few years, helped develop Adult Forum programs, 
and has been a part of the Tuesday morning theology 
group. During her professional career as nursing 
faculty and administrator at Community College of 
Denver, Vicki served on and chaired several faculty and 
administrator search committees and brings that 
experience to this committee. 

Rector search

Erica Hein Pomerenk is a 
f l ight attendant for 
Southwest Airlines. She has 
been a member of St. 
Thomas for a year and a half , 
and was married here in 
May. She and her husband, 
Scott Michael, are members 
of Servants for Justice, and 
Erica is a lector. In addition 
to her parish duties, she has 
served the diocese in a 
number of roles, including 

serving as an alternate deputy to the past three General 
Conventions and serving on the Cathedral Ridge board. 
Prior to coming to St. Thomas, she was an active leader in 
a parish that went through the process of calling a new 
rector. 

Prayer for our
Rector Search

Almighty God, giver of every good 
gif t: Look graciously on St. Thomas, 

and so guide the minds of those 
who shall choose a rector for this 

parish, that we may receive a 
faithful pastor, who will care for 
your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



Advent    and    chr ist mas   at    Saint    Thomas

Every season is a good season at 
St. Thomas, but the weeks of Advent 

and Christmas are especially 
wonderful. We have many extra 
opportunities for worship and 
fellowship during December. 

Please join us!

TUESDAY MORNING EUCHARIST 
Tuesdays at  9:15 a.m., Dec. 1, 9, 15 and 22 

Participate in this smaller, more intimate experience of the Eucharist, 
where the congregation gathers in the choir stalls. The sermon is short, 

and may include engagement with the worshippers. 

MORNING PRAYER
 Wednesdays at  7 a.m., year-round 

Brother Nick Pijoan continues to lead this St. Thomas tradition. Come to 
worship, then join the Motley Crew afterward for breakfast.  

ADVENT QUIET DAY
Saturday, Dec. 5, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Coffee and fellowship at 8:30, followed by Morning Prayer at 9, then a 
series of meditations on the Virgin Mary, led by Lara Beckwith, and long 

periods of quiet to pray, journal or just enjoy the silence. We'll close with 
Holy Eucharist and a simple lunch in the Great Hall. 

ONE WORLD SINGERS HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Saturday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m.

This holiday concert, free and open to the public, features a journey 
through some favorite songs such as ?Silver Bells,? ?O Holy Night,? 

?Christmastime Is Here? and more, performed by soloists, ensembles and 
the full chorus of the One World Singers. 

CONTEMPLATIVE  EVENSONG  AND SIMPLE SUPPER 
Thursdays at  5:45 p.m., Dec.10, 17 

Unwind from your day with a quiet, candle-lit Evensong in the chancel. 
Scripture reading, prayers, simple chants, all punctuated with periods of 

silence for ref lection. Afterward, join us in the Great Hall for a simple 
supper of soup, bread, dessert, cider and warm fellowship.  

CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST OF ST. THOMAS
Monday, Dec. 21, Noon

Join us for noon prayer in the chancel in celebration of our patronal 
feast, then adjourn to the Great Hall for an Indian lunch, in honor of St. 

Thomas, who is also regarded as the patron saint of India.

CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATIONS
5 p.m. ? Family Mass

Kids, costumes, shepherds, angels, caroling ? it just doesn't get any 
better than this for families and memory-making.

10 p.m. ? A Gif t  of  Music
The St. Thomas choir is joined by musicians from across the city to 

provide a half  hour of splendid traditional and contemporary Christmas 
music.

10:30 p.m. ? Choral  Mass
Possibly the most beautiful service of the entire year. Join us for our 

magnif icent Midnight Mass. Come early to get a seat. 

 

The Work of  Chr istmas 
by Howard Thurman

 
 When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the Kings and Princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their f locks, 

The work of  Christmas begins. 

To f ind the lost , 

To heal  the broken, 

To feed the hungry 

To release the prisoner, 

To teach the nat ions,
 

To bring Christ  to al l , 

To make music in the heart . 

Note: Howard Thurman (November 18, 1899 ? April 10, 1981) was an 
inf luential African-American author, philosopher, theologian, educator 
and civil rights leader. He was Dean of Chapel at Howard University 
and Boston University for more than two decades, wrote 21 books, and 
in 1944 helped found a multicultural church. Thurman is considered 
one of greatest African-American preachers of the early 20th century. 
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Vot ive candles

The f l icker ing 
l ight  of  prayer
By Sandy Schmidt  

   The votive candles that f l icker in the chapel at St. 

Thomas aren?t just decorative lights, though they are 
unquestionably beautiful. Rather, each candle 
represents a prayer, a powerful symbol of the light of 
Christ. 

  
Individuals 
may kneel, 
l ight a 
candle, say 
a prayer 
and then 
leave, the 
whole act 
taking less 
than a 
minute. 
But the 
candle 
continues 
to burn for 
hours 
afterward, 
reminding 
us that our 
souls never leave the presence of God.  The candle is 
not a substitute for prayer from the heart, but is an 
accompaniment. 

 If  you choose to light one of these candles, please also 
consider making a small donation of 50 cents or more 
to cover the cost of the candle. The offering box is on 
the front of the candle display. You may also write a 
check to help St. Thomas cover the cost of these 
candles, which can be considerable over the course of 
the year. If  you do, please write ?Votive Candle Fund? 
in the check memo line. 
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Don't  change a 
t hing, homeless 
guest s t el l  
Saint  Thomas 

By Vicki Earnest  

 St. Thomas hosted four families during our last assigned 
week, Oct. 25-Nov. 1. Many St. Thomas parishioners 
volunteered your time and talents to make our hosting 
successful ?  and our guests appreciate it!  Let?s learn 
something about their appreciation. 

 After every host week, the guests complete an evaluation of 
their t ime with us.  This is the evaluation for that last week: 

My f irst  impression of  the church and volunteers: 

- Very Kind 
- Nice and welcoming 
- The family basement area was very cozy and 

welcoming. The volunteers were a perfect 10 
-  Very large room! Volunteers were great with kids! 

 What I l iked most  about  the food: 

- Flavorful 
- Homemade 
- Always hot 
- I only had 1 meal during my stay due to il lness 
- There were always large portions 

 What I would change about  the food: 

- Nothing x 2 
- No comment 
- A bit more salad 

 What I l ike most  about  staying at  this church: 

- Great for the kids 
-  It was a great experience 
- The courtyard 
- Everything we needed was in one spot 
- The volunteers were great about occupying the kids! 

 What I l iked least  about  staying at  this church: 

- Nothing x5 

 

To make future stays bet ter, the volunteers could: 

- Nothing to change 
- Nothing x3 
- Everything was great 

  Comments on van t ransportat ion: 

- We drove 
- N/A x 3 
- Volunteers were absolutely wonderful 

 What wil l  st ick out  in my mind about  my stay at  this church: 

- Very warm embrace 
- The volunteers 
- The kind people 
- How much help I had with my son when I was il l 
- The volunteer that made the vampire capes for the 

kids! They loved them! 

 St. Thomas also received this hand-written thank-you note; 



Be  Not  Af r aid

A message f rom Presiding 
Bishop Michael  Curry on 
welcoming the st ranger

"Be not afraid!"    

Often in the gospels, fear grips the people of God, and 
time and again, either the angels, or Our Lord himself , 
respond with the same words of comfort: "Be not afraid."  

In times like this fear is real.   And I share that fear with 
you. Our instinct tells us to be afraid. The f ight-or-f l ight 
mentality takes hold. At the present moment, many across 
our Church and our world are grasped by fear in response 
to the terrorist attacks that unfolded in Paris last Friday. 
These fears are not unfounded.  We can and should 

support law 
enforcement 
off icials who are 
working hard and at 
great risk to protect 
us from crime and 
keep us safe. And 
yet, especially when 
we feel legitimate 
fear, our faith 

reminds us "Be not afraid." The larger truth is that our 
ult imate security comes from God in Christ. 

In the Book of Leviticus, God says to the people of Israel 
that, "the foreigner who resides with you shall be to you 
as the cit izen among you; you shall love the foreigner as 
yourself , for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt."  
Accordingly, we welcome the stranger. We love our 
neighbor. The Episcopal Church has long been committed 
to resettl ing refugees in our own communities f leeing 
violence and persecution. 

The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, through its 
Episcopal Migration Ministries service, works with 

dioceses and congregations, and the United States 
government, to settle refugees in communities across this 
great country.  The Episcopal Church has been engaged in 
this ministry for more than 75 years. We will not let the 
nightmare this world often is keep us from carrying out 
the words of Jesus who told us to be a neighbor to those 
in need. 

Refugees from places like Syria seek to escape the precise 
same ideological and religious extremism that gave birth 
to the attacks in Paris.  They seek entry into our 
communities because their l ives are imprisoned by daily 
fear for their existence.  Just as Jesus bids us not to be 
afraid, we must, in turn, pass those words of comfort to 
those who turn to us for help. 

But Jesus calls us to go even further: not just to love our 
neighbors and our kin, but to love our enemies.  This is 
particularly dif f icult when we are afraid. But even in the 
midst of our fear we stand on the solid ground of our faith 
and proclaim the faith in Christ crucif ied and risen from 
the dead. In practical terms, this may mean f inding 
strength in prayer, or in our neighbors, or in our churches, 
or in acts of solidarity with others who live in fear.  This is 
the hope that casts out fear.    

The fear is real.  So we pray. We go to church. We 
remember who we are in Jesus.  Our resurrection hope is 
larger than fear.  Let nothing keep us from that hope, that 
faith, that security in Gods dream for all of humanity. 

"Be not afraid!" 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

Just  as Jesus bids us not  t o 
be af raid, we must , in t urn, 

pass t hose words of  comfort  
t o t hose who t urn t o us for  

help. 



December  
Bir t hdays &

Anniver sar ies 
BIRTHDAYS

1 ? Sally Barton-Higgins 

2 ? Julie DeCecco 

9 ? Rev. Dan Hopkins 

14 ? Ed DeCecco 

16 ? Joy O?Hara 

18 ? Benice Atufunwa 

20 ? Cherie Clark 

25 ? Patrick Blake 

30 ? Pat Horoschak 

ANNIVERSARIES

10 ? Kyoshin & Morgan Harrower 

29 ? Pete & Teddy Hills 

Lib
ra

ry
 C

orn
er

By Carol  Donahoe 

 Did you know that the Emery Library has several special collections 

that are only available to you seasonally? Books for Christmas ? also 
Advent and Epiphany ? are now out on the shelves providing a wealth 
of reading pleasure for all ages. Many are classif ied as for children and 
young adults, but just remember, ?at Christmas, we are all children!? 

 I?m struck by the several short Christmas books by well-known writers 
of other genres: 

- Dillon Thomas? ?A Child?s Christmas in Wales? simply screams 
to be read aloud. 

- ?Esther?s Gift? by the prolif ic Jan Karon is another Mitford 
?warm cozy? in miniature. 

- ?Skipping Christmas,? John 
Grisham?s novel bil led as a 
modern classic, looks like 
good fun. 

- ?A Redbird Christmas? by 
Fannie Flagg, author of my 
favorite ?Fried Green 
Tomatoes,? includes a 
collection of Southern Cooking recipes (tempting, if  you can f ind 
the scuppernongs.) 

- A long-time favorite of mine is ?The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever? by Barbara Robinson, who may not be known for anything 
else, but this is a gem. 

- Truman Capote?s short story, ?One Christmas,? is another 
Christmas classic. 

- Popular Anglican writer Madeleine L?Engle provides an Advent 
tale, ?The Twenty-four Days Before Christmas: An Austin Family 
Story.? 

 The above are all traditional American stories, but our seasonal 
collection also offers stories and information about other cultures and 
other celebrations such as Kwanzaa, Los Posados, Hanukkah and more.  
Many choices await you in St. Thomas? Emery Library, located upstairs 
overlooking the patio. It?s open Sunday mornings and weekdays during 
off ice hours. 

Event s 

'Tis t he Season: 

A once-a-year opportunit y

5 ? Advent Quiet Day 8:30 am?1:00 pm 

5 ? One World Singers Concert at 7:00 
pm 

6 ? Metro Caring Sunday 

10 ? Contemplative Evensong & Simple 
Supper 5:45 pm 

12 ? Men?s Breakfast at the Park Hill 
Golf  Course at 9:00 am 

17 ? Contemplative Evensong & Simple 
Supper 5:45 pm 

21 - Feast of St. Thomas, noon

21 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for January 
issue 

24 ? Christmas Eve Family Mass at 5:00 
pm, A Gift of Music at 10:00 pm, Choral 
Mass at 10:30 pm  



Move   your    f eet

By El izabeth Bennet t  

     While our hearts are broken? again? by the 
downed Russian plane, by the atrocities in Paris ?  
we must somehow keep the meanings of the season 
in our hearts.  "It 's too bad that we don't have a 
seasonally-appropriate story about a refugee 
family f leeing from danger only to be refused a 
place to stay. Oh wait..." 

     I spoke last week with the African Center in 
Denver, a hub for refugees moving to Denver. The 
director told me that we don?t 
yet have many Syrian refugees 
in Denver? but we will. 

     It is a struggle for us to f ight 
our internal biases and fears. It 
is all too easy to prof ile, to 
typecast, to let our prejudices 
overcome our rational minds 
and our humanity. It is particularly easy when we 
have yet another horrif ic occurrence enacted by 
people who profess to be Muslim, and commit their 
inhuman crimes in the name of Allah and Islam. 

     It is unfortunate that ?Isis, Isil, Is? ? the varying 
names for the same terrorist organization ? are so 
similar to the word ?Islam.? 

     Since September 11, 2001, I have been 
profoundly grateful for the business I am in.  While 
a part of my mind instinctively recoiled against the 
image of bearded men with darker skin wearing 
knitted caps bringing death and destruction to my 
countrymen, my downward slide into racist, 
prejudiced thoughts, were stopped each time by 
the image of a face.  

     I am so fortunate. My business, African art, puts 
me into almost daily contact with an extraordinary 

group of men (and a very few women), some of 
whom I have known for almost 20 years. There are 
commonalit ies: They work SO hard; they are 
extraordinarily honest; they are generous with their 
knowledge; they are trustworthy.  

     There is Ebrima, who leapt past me to catch the 
fall ing wheelchair of a neighbor, a quadriplegic, 
whose chair went off  the sidewalk curb, and lif ted 
him tenderly back to safety; Haji, whose wife died 
in childbirth; Hamidou, who checked an invoice and 
returned money because I had overpaid him; Dioba, 

of the heartwarming smile; 
Mohammed visited a neighbor of 
mine who was dying, and helped 
carry him upstairs to the bed 
where he wanted to spend his 
last days; Yoro, who had polio as 
a child, but drove a regular car, 
moving his legs with his hand to 

break and step on the gas, and founded a school for 
crippled children in Gambia; Almalmy and Hamidou 
and Mamadou and Lamin, Saibo, Omar, Bakai, Abu, 
Gueria, Edrisa, Ibrahim, Oumaru, Alhaji, Baba, Abdul.  
And Kissimah, who courageously posted on 
Facebook the following video, ?Not in our name,? by 
Muslims disavowing terrorism. 

     I am sure for most, if  not all, of my trader friends, 
Sara and I are the only lesbians they know.  They 
treat us with respect, affection, and kindness. I 
think we help dispel prejudice and preconceptions 
in each other. 

     I wish, for all of us, friends who change us. I have 
found friends like that at St. Thomas.  Merry 
Christmas, friends! 

Let 's not  let  fear and prejudice 
overcome our rat ionalit y, humanit y

I  w i sh ? for  al l  of  us ? 
f r i ends who change us. I  
have found f r i ends l i ke 

that  at  St . Thom as. 



Did you know when you shop with a King Soopers Gift 
Card purchased at St. Thomas, we receive 4 percent of 
total sales? 
     This could amount to thousands of dollars of revenue 
for the missions of our parish ? without you contributing 

anything extra. Instead of using cash, check or credit card 
at the store, using a Gift Card is an easy way to shop, plus 
it helps St. Thomas. 
     We have the Gift Cards in denominations of $10, $25, 
$50 and $100. You don?t have to use the entire amount in 
a single purchase. Your receipt of each purchase at King 
Soopers will give you the exact amount left on your card.  
     Please see Eva Will iams or John Clark sitt ing at a small 
table in the Great Hall during coffee hour. They will be 
happy to help you with a purchase of a gif t card or answer 

Chr ist mas   of f er ings 

Chr istmas greens ~ Poinsettias ~ Music
Please be sure to indicate on your  check what you'd l ike your  
special donation to be used for. Put this form in the offer ing 

plate or  r eturn to the church off ice no later  than Sunday, 
Dec. 20, 2015

      Name  ___________________________________________________________________________

      Donation amount: _______________________________________________________________

       In memor y of: ___________________________________________________________________

        __________________________________________________________________________________

       In thanksgiving for : ______________________________________________________________

       ___________________________________________________________________________________

An easy way t o help t he par ish bot t om line



Let t er s

Farewell f rom Sonnie...
     When I started coming to Saint 
Thomas four years ago, my intention 
was not to become a member of the 
church. The sole reason for my 
intended attendance was to make 
money. 
     I had seen a sign on the wall at 
my college that there was an 
Episcopal church looking for a 
soprano section leader. Since I was a 
sophomore in college working on a 
degree in vocal performance, and I 
had grown up in the Episcopal 
church, I decided that I could ignore 
my immediate issues with 
Christianity.  Through the incredible 
love that poured out from the 
community, and a series of other 
events that I can only describe as 
prompted by the Holy Spirit, my life 
began to heal in ways I never 
expected. 

      Four years and a bachelor's 
degree later, and I feel I am a much 
healthier and better functioning 
person - spiritually, emotionally, and 
musically - than I was when I started 
my journey with all of you. However, 
I also see that it is t ime that I move 
on from my place at Saint Thomas. 
      Finally, after 13 years, my best 
friend, David, and I are at last going 
to be together as a family. I feel l ike 
I am in some sort of romance movie. 
It 's really ridiculous! My heart is full 
with joy and peace, and I couldn't be 
happier! 
     The unfortunate thing is that I 
have to say goodbye to you, my 
Saint Thomas church family, to go to 
New Hampshire to be with my new 
family. I wish I could take you all 
with me, but I do know that it is the 
right t ime for me to move on and I 

have complete peace about this 
being the right direction for my life.
      I love you all and will miss you all 
so much. You have all meant the 
world to me! This has been so much 
more than a singing job. It had been 
a place where I have been 
reconnected to God after years of 
actively running away. People know 
God through people and 
communities like Saint Thomas. It is, 
as Ruth said, a litt le piece of heaven 
on earth. People get a glimpse of the 
face of God when they walk through 
those doors. They aren't even 
prepared for it!  Thank you for all 
your love and support. Please feel 
free to email me at 
SonnieDoty@me.com. 

-- Sonshine Doty, soprano 

 

Needed: Volunteers for  a hospit al it y commit t ee...
     As a new member to St. Thomas, I 
was overwhelmed by the kindness 
and generosity shown by members 
at the funeral of Baby A.J.  The Hall 
was f il led with food!  Thanks to all 
who helped in so many dif ferent 
ways.  
     Rev. Becky has asked me to 
organize the hospitality committee 

here at St. Thomas.  We want to 
make sure we have food and 
volunteers for all  Church events, 
including Family Promise, Sunday 
coffee hour, weddings, funerals etc. 

 ?So then, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the 

household of faith.?  ? Galatians 6:10 

     Please contact me if  you are 
interested in serving on this 
committee. 

Blessings,  
Susan Eaton 

(813)629-2054
sreaton60@gmail.com 

Here's how to help your favor it e nonprof it  on Colorado Gives Day...

          The best fundraising day of the 
year for most Colorado non-prof its is 
next Tuesday, Dec. 8. Whether your 
passions are curing diabetes, feeding 
the hungry, helping the art museum, 
neutering feral cats, housing the 
homeless, preserving Irish 
dance? there is something there for 
you, and you are needed!!!

      Don?t have much money? Give a 

dollar to each of 10 causes. Not a 
computer person? Find a friend ? I?m 
available ? who will make your 
donations for you. 

     You can go online and schedule 
donations for next Tuesday.  I started 
today? and will probably think of 
more to add by next Tuesday.  Here?s 

my list: Denver Rescue Mission. 
Habitat for Humanity of Colorado, 

Energy Outreach Colorado,Colorado 
Coalit ion for the Homeless, ACLU 
Foundation of Colorado, Project 
Angel Heart, Arapahoe House, Food 
Bank of the Rockies, Spirituals 
Project, Denver School of the Arts 
Friends Foundation, The Center, 
Mercy Housing, Boys Club Girls Club 
Metro Denver.

-- Elizabeth Bennett
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Tribute t o a brother
     Words can?t express the pain and loss St. Thomas 
suffered when six-week-old Angelo Jerome (A.J.) Miller, 
son of Angie Miller and Eric McClam, died on Nov. 7.  At 
A.J.?s funeral on Nov. 15, his big brother, A?Shanti Harris, 
sang a rap song that he wrote to honor his brother. 

Brother Song 

By A'shanti Harris 

So much progress from day one, 

When I had held you in my 
hands. 

The memories will be around for 
forever. 

 As time passes, 

Our world collapses 

And it seems there is nothing 
that can get you through the 
tragicness 

But just know, you?re not alone, 

In this world, it?s friends, family 
that?ll get you through the cold. 

So uh, lift your head. 

Don?t be scared, 

carry on and be amazing. 

Keep the memories in your head. 

And uh, We?ll make it through. 

I know we always do. 

And just know he?s watching over you and will help you 
make it through. 

 Tiny man, yea you?re the man. 

You?ll in my heart for forever and ever, 

even though its breaking me apart. 

Ill remember you and never let the 
memories go too far, 

?Cause you?re my brother 

forever, not another 

That can replace you, erase you 

Take you away or defame you. 

 As life goes on we will carry on 

With you standing by our side 

And letting us know that you?re alright. 

I know you?re smiling 

Forever in our eyes. 

We know this pain will be forever, but we?ll 
all be there together. 

One day, I?ll see you again, 

In gods kingdom; till then, 

take care and watch over them. 

I mean your parents. 

Comfort them when they feel alone, 

And let them know you?re not gone. 

Tell them to always be strong. 

Dear St Thomas Family, 

     There are no words to express our gratitude for the 
love and support you gave me, Eric, A?shanti and our 
whole family after the passing of baby Angelo. We are 
devastated but your love and prayers have brought l ight 
into the darkest t ime of our l ives. In our time of need you 
did not hesitate to surround us with love and walk hand 
in hand with us while we grieve. Your prayers, hugs and 
guidance have helped to ease our burden and given us 
hope and strength to make it through just one more day. 

     In the coming weeks please continue to hold us in 
prayer as we ask God to carry the pain. As the years pass, 

we ask that you remember AJ and keep his spirit alive at 
St. Thomas. His time with us on earth was much too short 
and we miss him everyday, but we have faith in God?s 
greater purpose. 

     Angelo?s life touched many people and with your 
contributions, we made a donation on behalf  of St. 
Thomas to CJ Foundation for SIDS in AJ?s name 
(http:/ / cjsids.donorpages.com/Memorial/TinyManAJ) so 
that it can touch even more. This experience has 
solidif ied in our hearts what we already knew: St Thomas 
is a special place and we are truly blessed to call you 
family.   

Love,

Angela, Eric, A'shanti and Family

Thanks f rom AJ's family...
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announcement s

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the St. 
Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, December 12 at 
9:00 am at the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  Course), 
4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great way 
to remember loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays and 
those who have gone on to sainthood before us.  To 
donate f lowers, please sign up in the binder in the Great 
Hall.  You may bring in your own f lowers or the off ice will 
order them with your $50.00 donation. 

Cof fee Hour Hosts Needed ? Have you been enjoying a 
cup of coffee, tea, juice along with a sweet or other 
goodies after Sunday?s service?   Then you know how 
pleasant and relaxing this time can be when we greet and 
enjoy each other.  Please consider hosting this special 
t ime by making coffee, providing the refreshments, and 
greeting your fellow parishioners.  Look for the sign-up 
sheet in the Great Hall, and if  you have questions about 
how this all works and what to do, please call the church 
off ice. 

Event s   and    meet ings 
5 ? Advent Quiet Day, 8:30 am?1:00 pm 

5 ? One World Singers Concert , 7:00 pm 

6 ? Metro Caring Sunday 

10 ? Contemplative Evensong & Simple 
Supper, 5:45 pm 

12 ? Men?s Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  
Course,  9:00 am 

17 ? Contemplative Evensong & Simple 
Supper, 5:45 pm 

21 ? Celebration of the Feast of St. 
Thomas, noon

21 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living deadline for January issue 

24 ? Christmas Eve Family Mass at 5:00 
pm, A Gift of Music at 10:00 pm, Choral 
Mass at 10:30 pm  

Weekly:  

Dalcroze ? Mondays, 3:30-7:00 pm

Tuesday Morning Eucharist,  9:15 am

Theology Class ? Tuesdays, 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays, 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays,  
7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays, 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays,  noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 
10:30 am Sung Mass 

House for All Sinners and Saints ? Sundays 
at 5:00 pm 



November 29 - December 20 ? 
Four Meditat ions on the Magi  

Advent is traditionally a time of 
ref lection on the coming birth of the 
Christ Child. During the f irst 

advent the Magi were drawing close to 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. This Advent 
we will explore four 

medieval and Celtic traditions around 
the Journey of the Magi. We will use a 
technique from St. 

Ignatius? (1533) Spiritual Exercises, 
where ref lecting with our imagination 
and our f ive senses on specif ic entry 
points brings a ?freshness of vision ?  
the corrosive dust of routine is to be 
blown away.? 

Chuck and Lola Wilcox are long-time 
members of St. Thomas. Chuck is an 
actor by trade, Lola an organization 
development consultant, and both are 
playwrights and authors. They are 
working on a play called Letters from the 
Magi, which was originally developed for 
an advent series at St. Thomas many 
years ago. St. Thomas will host a reading 
of this new play in the near future, 
perhaps at Epiphany.

 December 27 ? No Adul t  Forum 

Saint  Thomas
 adul t  f or um

United Nat ions hit s mark 
in global malar ia reduct ion
By Tharanga Yakupit iyage

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 19 2015 (IPS) - 
?Today, we celebrate major advances in 
our f ight against malaria,? UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said, in a 
message marking the achievement of 
malaria reduction, as set out in the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

With just six weeks left for the MDGs 
deadline, the UN has announced that the 
MDG six targets to reverse the incidence 
of malaria by 2015 have been met and 
surpassed.

Since 2000, malaria interventions have 
contributed to a 60 percent decline in 
malaria mortality rates around the world, 
averting approximately 6.2 mill ion deaths 
primarily in young children.

In Africa alone, where 90 percent of all 
malaria-related deaths occur, there has 
been a 69 percent reduction in malaria 
mortality among children under the age 
of f ive.

This is in large part due to the global 
community?s focused and renewed 
elimination targets, making it the f irst 
t ime in history that fewer people are 
contracting malaria. Over 100 countries 
are already free of malaria.

?The world?s success in roll ing back 
malaria shows just what can be achieved 
with the right kind of determination and 
partnerships. It provides bold inspiration 
to all nations that seek to create a healthy 
environment for their children and 
adults,? said the President of the 70th 
session of the UN General Assembly 
Mogens Lykketoft.

?We can and we must eliminate malaria 
by 2030. This will require full 
implementation of the new strategy 
developed by the Roll Back Malaria 
Partnership and the World Health 
Organization. In it, we have the path 
forward ? I urge all member states to fully 
support implementation of this strategic 
plan,? he continued.

Or dinat ion
The Reverend Reagan Humber, 

pastor at  House for Al l  Sinners and Saints, 

wil l  be ordained to the priesthood 

on Saturday, Dec. 5, 3 p.m., 

at  Grace Cathedral  in San Francisco. 

Please remember to keep Reagan in your prayers as he begins 
this new chapter in his ministry. 

You may send him a note of congratulations at 
reaganhumber@gmail.com

mailto:reaganhumber@gmail.com


Financial   Repor t   f or   December   2015

     The Pledge income for October was quite low.  I 
don't know of any reason for this. We will have to 
see if  any of that is made up in November. 
     The reason for the negative number for Fund 
Raising was that we needed to purchase a new 
supply of King Soopers Gift Cards at the end of 
October and did not have time to sell them in 
October but have been selling them in November.  
So November Fund Raising will look better.           
You will notice large numbers for 'Other' in the 
income amount above and the 'Facility' in the 
expense amount.  These were for monies coming in 
from   the Church Insurance Company and going 
out from our 'Repairs and Maintenance line item.  
These were because of the water damage in the 
basement from our storm in the summer.  We had 
some of the insurance money come in and some of 
the expenses in September but a lot did not come 
in or get spent until October.  The rest of our 

income and expenses were close to budget.            
We are working on a budget for 2016.   

John Cl ar k

Expenses

Salaries, Payroll taxes, Health Ins., Pensions, etc. $16,310.31

Christian Ed., Music, Altar Supplies & Worship 
Expenses

$884.33

Office & Facility $15,499.30

Evangelism& Outreach $1,749.33

Finance Costs, Insurance, and Miscellaneous $2,760.68

Total $37,203.95

Income October 

Pledges $15,338.66

Plate $2,086.20

Special Offering $2,690.67

Fund raising -$401.80

Other $12,005.00

Total $31,718.73
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