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Scientists say that 30,000 years after the Big Bang,  
the universe started singing.  
 
Vast soundwaves rang out  
and expanded through the primordial cosmos,  
and their ripples determined the eventual structure of the universe.  
 
I don’t pretend to understand all this.  
I just know what I read in Scientific American, 
and still I don’t understand most of it. 
But I know that astrophysicists call these primordial soundwaves 
baryon acoustic oscillations.  
They formed when regular matter started collapsing around dark matter. 
Dark matter being the mysterious SOMETHING  
that accounts for nearly three-fourths of all the energy in the universe.  
But I doubt that even Scientific American  
has the physics know-how to explain just what Dark Matter is.  
But it’s something. 
 
Nevertheless, it was the pressure from the Dark Matter  
that forged these baryon acoustic oscillations, or primordial sound waves.  
These waves oscillated outward for some 350,000 years, 
which really is just a blink of the eye  
in the estimated 7.8 billion years  
since the presumed date of the Big Bang.  
 
By the time the universe had cooled enough  
to stall the movement of these sound waves, 
matter had started to clump around the center and edges of the waves, 
causing galaxies to form in these places.  
This is how physicists think our world may have come into being. 
How wonderful, to think it began with a song. 
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John put it a little differently.  
“In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” 
And eventually, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  
 
What an odd way to refer to the pre-existent Christ, as the Word. 
The Word. 
It’s how we generally translate into English the Greek word logos. 
But logos has a depth of meaning  
and a multiplicity of meanings 
only partly captured in the English word “Word.”  
 
I had a professor in seminary  
who liked to translate “logos” as John uses it  
as “intimate conversation,”  
As in, “May I have a WORD with you?”  
And so the incarnate Christ is found  
in the conversation between God and god’s people. 
Wrap your mind around THAT, if you can. 
 
Beyond that, logos also implies an explanation.  
It is the power of thought, the power of reason.  
It is Wisdom. 
 
It’s interesting that in Greek, logos is a synonym  
for the Hebrew word dabar.  
which we translate into English as “statement.” 
 It’s something we “say.” 
 It’s something that is spoken.  
 
John tells us in his gospel that in the beginning was the Word,  
and that in that Word was life, which was the light of all people. .  
But the priestly writer,  
the author of the first chapter of Genesis, 
tells us that in the beginning,  
God SAID, “Let there be light.”  
And there was light.  
God spoke creation into existence.  
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Or maybe…it was even more marvelous that than. 
 
Genesis 1:2 says that while the earth was without form and was void,  
the spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters.  
 
The Hebrew word for spirit is ruach, 
 which is better translated as “breath.” 
Or it can be translated as “vibration” or “quivering.”  
 
And so we get the image of the breath of God vibrating out a sound,  
a kind of hum. 
It is music. 
It is God, singing the world into creation.  
As theologian Jurgen Moltmann says,  
“In the quickening breath and through form-giving word,  
the Creator sings out his creatures 
 in the sounds and rhythms in which he has his joy  
and his good pleasure. …  
It is the music of the spheres.” 
 
Can you close your eyes  
and imagine the most beautiful sound you’ve ever heard? 
Can you imagine what God’s song of joy would sound like? 
 
That is the Word. 
That is the word that God used to sing creation into existence. 
It is that word that God 
spoke to prophets and to our ancestors.  
And it is this divine song that took human form and dwelt among us.  
 
According to John, that Word came and lived in our world, as a human,  
for just a brief time some 2,000 years ago.  
But look carefully at the words of John’s gospel.  
John is saying more than that. 
This is a mystical text. 
John does strange things with tenses. 
One minute he’s speaking in the past tense,  
and in the very next clause, 
he’s speaking in the present tense,  
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and there’s no transition.  
It’s very awkward. 
He says, “What HAS COME into being WAS life.” 
It’s not what HAD come,  
it’s what HAS come, 
indicating that it’s still coming, right now, even as we speak.  
 
 
The light SHINES in the darkness and the darkness DID NOT overcome it.  
It’s not that the light shone in the past,  
when the darkness was trying but failed to overcome it.  
The darkness of the past  
was trying to overcome the light that shines in the present. 
 
John is skewing time for us.  
He’s bringing the past forward into the present,  
and taking the present and inserting it into the past.  
He’s got this weird thing going on  
where time is eternal  
and where there really IS no past or present or future.  
That’s all just our imagination.  
It’s like John is telling us past, present, future, 
it’s all the same to God.  
 
And if that is true, 
 then what happened in a stable 2,000 years ago  
is happening still.  
It’s happening now. 
The Word IS coming  
and IS dwelling among us,  
and we ARE seeing his glory. 
Right now. 
It is as urgent 
And as timely 
As today’s headlines. 
It isn’t old news. 
It’s breaking news. 
 
God’s song is in the air.  
God is singing to us right now.  
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God is singing out for joy right this second.  
 
And how are we to respond to this momentous song?  
God has told us what to do. 
We are in God’s image and likeness. 
Let us do what God is doing. 
Let us sing for joy.  
As the prophet Isaiah said in this morning’s OT testament, 
“For Zion’s sake, I will not keep silent.”  
As the psalmist said, “Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving.  
Make music to our God upon the harp.” 
 
Let us respond to God’s serenade. 
Let us join in the ancient love song between Creator and Created. 
Let all creation make a joyful noise to our lord.  
Joy to the world! 
The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King 
Let heaven and nature sing! 


