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Pul l ing together to do the work of  the church
Dear Friends, 

   The New Year of 2017 has 
dawned. We began it at St. 
Thomas on Sunday, January 1, 
by celebrating the Eighth Day 
of Christmas, the Feast of the 
Holy Name, commemorating 
when Jesus was given his name 
at his circumcision. Jesus is in 

Hebrew ?Joshua?. The meaning of Jesus? name is ?God 
saves.? We begin this year with all its potential and its 
uncertainty by placing ourselves within the saving grace 
of Christ. I wish you all the blessings of God and pray 
God?s guidance and protection upon St. Thomas Church 
and upon our nation. 

 I want to offer my personal thanks to the Stewardship 
Committee under the leadership of Mike Earnest for its 
f ine work. As you know, we have surpassed every 
expectation. Your commitment to the mission of God at St. 
Thomas Church is remarkable. The Committee presented 
both the basic facts we needed but also the challenge to 
achieve the goals of a full ministry program and a full t ime 
rector. We move forward now with confidence. 

 The work of the Search Committee is also moving at a 
more rapid pace. This self less group of fellow parishioners 
has given unstintingly of their t ime, talent, and energy. 
God will ing, we hope and expect a call to a priest to be the 
next rector of St. Thomas within the f irst months of this 
New Year. Keep your prayers f lowing. 

 A Christmas gif t to the parish is that we had two more 
inspections of the new accessible restroom. Now this part 
of the Capital Campaign projects can proceed. I also want 
to thank everyone for their faithful and generous gif ts to 
conclude the Capital Campaign. We hit the mark! 

 With the above in mind, we should begin to think about 
what it means to welcome new leadership. We will have 

not only a new rector fairly soon, but we will also have 
new vestry members. Leadership cannot function without 
the full support of the entire parish. And when the next 
rector arrives, it?s not a time to sit back and say, ?OK, now 
she or he can do it.? We are community. The rector and 
vestry do their ministry within the Body of Christ at 22nd 
and Dexter. It takes all of us. Part of welcoming involves 
pulling together to do the work of the church. Given what 
I have experienced at St. Thomas, I know we will do this 
with enthusiasm. 

 For your calendar: Annual  Meet ing, Sunday, February 5. 
 

Faithfully, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 


