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Big changes bring opportunity and growth
Dear Friends: 

  St. Thomas has received some 
important news in the past 
week. The good news and 
expected news is that the Vestry 
has called a priest, the Rev. 
Rebecca Justus ?Justi? Schunior 
to be the next rector of St. 
Thomas Church. The unexpected 

news is that Deacon Sally Megeath will leave her diaconal 
ministry at St. Thomas and retire at the end of April. In the 
midst of all this ?news? perhaps we should pause to think 
about change itself . 

All things change. We know this. Sometimes we 
welcome change. Other times we don?t. In either case, 
change challenges us and causes us to ref lect on the past, 
the present and the future. Maybe though, we should also 
think about this in the light of our faith in our unchanging 
God. 

God creates all things. God is unchanging, but 
everything we experience in this world changes 
constantly. We and all around us become over time 
something dif ferent from what we and they were. Events 
move in new directions. People are transformed in various 
ways, good and bad. As much as these changes are 
inf luenced by circumstances, we as human can change by 
deciding to do so. Look at the changes that are part of 
what we have chosen to be and do given our trust in the 
unchanging love of God. 

In just the past two years the previous rector Ruth 
Woodlif f-Stanley moved on to new areas of ministry. I 
came, someone you didn?t know, to be the interim rector. 
Becky Jones left to be priest in a parish of her own. Now, 

Sally Megeath, our faithful deacon, will move into new 
areas of her l ife and ministry. Parishioners have died. 
Babies have been baptized. New endeavors have been 
undertaken. We have made the Great Hall and off ices 
accessible from the nave of the church. The accessible 
restroom is f inished, and we should have an updated 
kitchen by mid-April. Outside our church we boldly 
proclaim our commitment to Black Lives Matter and to 
Refugees. All this is change. 

Now we are ready and excited to welcome Justi 
Schunior to the community of faith that is St. Thomas 
Church. This is a time for new beginnings, a time to 
discern more deeply the call of St. Thomas Church. What 
shape does and should the mission of God take as we go 
forward. In the midst of this, remember God?s providence 
and undying mercy rests over all. For us change is 
opportunity and growth. Bold Living is our motto. Let?s 
embrace it. 

Faithfully, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 


