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St. Thomas moves forward in mission with conf idence 

Dear Friends: 

  The Rev. R. Justi Schunior will 
soon join you, the good people 
of St. Thomas, as your next 
rector. She comes with 
enthusiasm for her work here at 
St. Thomas as priest and pastor. 
Justi will be in the off ice on 
Monday, May 15, and will preach 

and celebrate her f irst Eucharist at St. Thomas on May 21. I 
know you are excited to welcome her and to get to know 
her. The Search Committee has done excellent work 
guided every step of the way by the Holy Spirit. Justi too 
was following the promptings of the Spirit when she 
responded to the call of the Vestry to come join you in 
mission, ministry, and worship. I look forward to hearing 
good things from this parish in the coming months and 
years. 

During his episcopal visitation on April 23, our Bishop, 
Rob O?Neill, complimented the parish on a successful 
transition. For an interim period to be successful and 
effective a number of things have to occur. We say 
goodbye to one period in our history, and we take stock of 
where we are currently. We then plan for the future. We 
get ready to welcome new leadership. St. Thomas also 
found that we needed to stabilize our f inancial situation 
which we did with some hard work and genuine 
stewardship of our resources. We also realized we must 
complete the capital campaign projects in order to fulf il l 
our init ial commitment and demonstrate to ourselves we 
could do it. We did It! Undergirding those practical tasks 
we knew we must continue strong in our social justice 
ministry, enjoy our nurturing, vibrant worship, and then 
just plain have fun together as a community. All of this has 

occurred. St. Thomas moves forward in mission with 
confidence. 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank Deacon 
Sally Megeath for her faithful and visionary work of being 
a servant among us. She has brought to our attention the 
needs of the world and spear headed new forms of 
outreach. She has been both an organizational asset to the 
parish and a pastoral presence. We wish her godspeed 
and pray many blessings upon her. 

Now, I want to thank you the people of the St. Thomas 
Church. I was new to Denver and new to this parish 
eighteen months ago when I came to you as interim 
rector. You were welcoming and ready to go to work. We 
had a lot to do to make sure we got to this point where the 
Rev. Justi Schunior can assume the mantel of rector. I 
often felt that I only had to say there was a need to be 
f il led, a task to be done, an issue to be addressed and 
someone stepped forward and took leadership. That is the 
mark of a community of faith that believes in its future, 
that God is at work among you. I appreciate your kindness, 
support, and friendship. I leave f il led with gratitude. My 
last Sunday is May 14. I look forward to greeting you and 
thanking you personally. 

Faithfully yours, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 


