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Chal lenges and opportunit ies abound as we 
look toward the future

Dear Friends:

  Here we are in the dog days 
of August. People are stil l 
traveling. It won?t be long, 
however, before teachers and 
students will prepare for 
another school year. For us, 
the community of Jesus? 

disciples that make up St. Thomas Church, we will soon 
enter a crit ical period in our life together. September 
through the end of the year are crucial months in so many 
ways and will def ine how St. Thomas will move forward 
in mission and ministry.

In September the Search Committee will present the 
parish prof ile to us and make it available for interested 
candidates. The prof ile will be the result of what we have 
said St. Thomas is and how we envision our future. The 
prof ile enables us to take stock of who we are and more 
importantly where we feel God is leading us. This is of 
more than passing interest. The prof ile and the ongoing 
work of the Search Committee are a challenge and an 
opportunity.  

Whatever we think we are by God?s grace and whatever 
we would like to see in terms of mission and ministry are 
our calling. We have to take up yoke and pull the plow. 
We are the ones who make it happen. That is already 
what we are and what we do. Nonetheless certain things 
we may say we want to see in the life of St. Thomas will 
call for new resources of t ime, talent, and treasure.

From a preliminary report of the Holy Conversations, 
I?ve heard that St. Thomas desires solid faith formation 
for children and youth, a nursery for infants and toddlers, 
a full t ime rector as priest and pastor, great music to lead 
our worship, more visibil ity in the community, 
functioning small groups, building improvements, and a 
sense that we leave here nourished by word, sacrament, 
music, and fellowship. We value our commitment to 
social justice and an inclusive and welcoming 
environment. Some of the above are intangibles and 
others require material resources. Here is where the fall 
stewardship emphasis comes into play.

Our challenge is to fund the mission in a material 
sense. Equally, our challenge is to be good stewards of 
our time and talents. It?s always been so. The generations 
of St. Thomas have given us a grace f il led legacy. We are 
the generation to build on that legacy. The old high altar 
has a plaque on the north side: ?Sanctuary and Altar, Gif t 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Cobb Stebbins, Easter, 1930.? I 
take that marvelous gif t as much like a foundation stone 
and also as a marker pointing us forward. We are fed from 
the altar, and we go from that Table to love and serve. We 
are entrusted with this great treasure that is Christ?s 
calling. We are summoned with God?s assistance to make 
it happen. The next four months are our opportunity to 
answer the call.  

Faithfully,
Bob Hart, Interim Rector



Rect or    sear ch   updat e

The Rector Search Commit tee work cont inues?  
By Vicki Earnest       

And now the task of preparing, distributing, and 
collating the results of a parish survey is underway.  Soon 
you will f ind the document either in your email or 
mailbox. Please complete and return as soon as possible; 
the Committee will use these data to develop essential 
components of the Parish Prof ile....

Which is a document that describes who we are as a 
Parish, what we have been, and what we hope for in the 
future. This document will include what you have told us 
during our Holy Conversations and the information and 

opinions that you provide in the survey. The f inal Prof ile 
will be distributed to you next month, posted on our newly 
edited website (be sure to check it out!), and sent to 
prospective rector candidates as our process continues. 

The goal of the Committee is to present a positive and 
hopeful but realistic portrait of St. Thomas, with all of our 
faithful history and painful realit ies.   Your input is 
essential! 

The Committee thanks each and every parishioner who 
will ingly has contributed to our process, remembered us 
in prayer, and faithfully waits as our process continues.

Don?t Miss the Ice Cream Social  !

Saturday, Aug. 6, 2:30-4 p.m.

Remember the old ditty:  

 ?I Scream.. 

 You Scream.. 

 We all scream for?  

 Ice Cream!?  

The Pastoral Care Committee invites you to take a break from summer heat and join us in the Courtyard for an 
ice cream treat on Saturday, August  6, 2:30-4 pm. You will enjoy a dish, a cone, some fun toppings, and great 
company ?  fellow parishioners.  

Please RSVP by going to the "Events" section of our St. Thomas website (saintthomasdenver.org) and submitting 
an online reservation or call or email Maria in our parish off ice, 303-388-4395, off ice@saintthomasdenver.org.

See you there! 

http://www.saintthomasdenver.org/new-events/
http://www.saintthomasdenver.org/new-events/
http://www.saintthomasdenver.org/new-events/


By Peg Oldham, Our New Neighbors Commit tee

Worldwide conflicts have forcibly displaced 60 mill ion 
people from their homes.  If  these people were a nation, 
they would make up the 24th largest country in the world.  
Of this number, 20,000,000 are off icially recognized as 
refugees by the United Nations ? a greater population 
than many of the countries competing in the Olympics. 

In response to this global refugee crisis, the Executive 
Board of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has 
created, for the f irst t ime, the Refugee Olympic Team.  
IOC President Thomas Bach said: ?These refugees have no 
home, no team, no f lag, no national anthem.  We will offer 
them a home in the Olympic Village together with all the 
athletes of the world.  The Olympic anthem will be played 
in their honor and the Olympic f lag will lead them into 
Olympic Stadium.  This will be a symbol of hope for all the 
refugees in our world, and will make the world better 
aware of the magnitude of this crisis.  It is also a signal to 
the international community that refugees are our fellow 
human beings and are an enrichment to society.? 

There are ten athletes on the team.  They are: 

Rami Anis (M):  Country of origin is Syria; sport is 
swimming. 

Yiech Pur Biel  (M):  Country of origin is South Sudan; sport 
is athletics, 800m. 

James Nyang Chiengjiek (M): Country of origin is South 
Sudan; sport is athletics, 400m. 

Yonas Kinde (M): Country of origin is Ethiopia; sport is 
athletics, marathon. 

Anjel ina Nada Lohal ith (F):  Country of origin is South 
Sudan; sport is athletics, 1500m. 

Rose Nathike Lokonyen (F): Country of origin is South 
Sudan; sport is athletics, 800m. 

Paulo Amotun Lokoro (M):  Country of origin is South 
Sudan; sport is athletics, 1500m. 

Yolande Bukasa Mabika (F):  Country of origin is 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; sport is judo, -70kg. 

Yusra Mardini  (F):  Country of origin is Syria; sport is 
swimming. 

Popole Misenga (M):  Country of origin Democratic 
Republic of the Congo; sport is judo, -90kg. 

You can learn more about the formation of the team and 
the individual athletes by going to the International 
Olympic Committee website as well as numerous other 
articles to be found on the internet.  You will learn, for 
example, that Yusra Mardini f led Syria with her sister in 
2015. They traveled through Lebanon and Turkey and 
then boarded a boat with 18 other refugees. After the 
boat?s motor failed in the Aegean Sea, the sisters and 
another woman pushed the boat for three hours to the 
island of Lesbos. 

Let?s cheer these athletes on at the Olympics - and in 
their pursuit of a country to call their own. 

Refugee Olympic team - A team without  a country

A VERY SPECIAL GUEST WILL 
JOIN US AT ST. THOMAS ON 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
Nadia Amede, a Haitian teacher, translator and 
partner in the Colorado Haiti Project?s work at 
Petit Trou,  will attend our worship service and the 
coffee hour following Mass. Please come, meet 
her, and learn more about the wonderful partners 
we have in Haiti. Want more information? Contact 
Mike or Vicki Earnest. 

https://www.olympic.org/news/refugee-olympic-team
https://www.olympic.org/news/refugee-olympic-team
https://www.olympic.org/news/refugee-olympic-team
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Gun violence stat ist ics reveal  an American t ragedy
These are all quotes from an 

article in the June 13th issue of the 
N Y Times, "Compare These Gun 
Death Rates: The U.S. Is In A 
Dif ferent World." 

  "In the United States, the death 
rate from gun violence is about 31 

per mill ion people -- the equivalent 
of 27 people shot dead every day of 
the year." 

 "In Germany being murdered by a 
gun is about as uncommon as being 
kil led by a fall ing object in the 
United States" 

 "In Poland and England only about 
one out of every mill ion people die 
in gun homicides each year -- about 
as often as an American dies in an 
agricultural accident or fall ing from 
a ladder." 

By Scot t  Michael  Pomerenk 

August  20 ? November 8 

 The death of Trayvon Martin in Florida in February of 
2014 sparked the beginning of a nationwide debate. It 
centered as we all well remember on whether  young 
black males were automatically suspect because of their 
race. His death at the hands of an angry, suspicious, and 
seemingly racist white man opened this deep, old wound 
in the American psyche. 

Two years later the death of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri, shot by a white police off icer, 
escalated the tensions between African-Americans and 
the police. The Black Lives Matter movement arose as a 
result of the acquittal of George Zimmerman, who shot 
Trayvon Martin. The protests after the Ferguson incident 
turned Black Lives Matter into a national movement.

 Since then we have seen more deaths of black 
Americans ? Sandra Bland, Samuel DuBose, Alton Sterling, 
and Philando Castile, among others. Now we have 
witnessed the targeted and tragic murder of a number of 
law enforcement off icers. The racial divide has widened, 
leaving Americans sensing that the ancient injustice of 
racism in America stil l festers and has now erupted once 
again to challenge us.  

 We seem at t imes to be spiraling downward into an 
abyss created by our national sin of unresolved racial 
bias. Some of the rhetoric of presidential campaign only 
inf lames our suspicions that things are worse, not better.

 When this is coupled by the horrif ic violence done in 

the nightclub in Orlando, Florida, itself  an act of hatred 
and prejudice, we wonder if  our country is in the grip of 
its historic demons. The unending acts of terrorism and 
rampage from the Middle East through Europe increase 
our sense of our civil society at deep risk.

 The community of faith, the Church, is responding and 
must respond. We are the witnesses and followers of the 
One who said, ?Love your neighbor,? and even more 
challengingly, ?Love your enemies.? We are the bearers 
of the gospel of peace and reconciliation. Now is the time 
for us to examine our own consciences and behavior and 
act for reconciliation in the name of Jesus Christ.

For this reason I am calling for an extended period of 
devotion and action: Ninety Days of Reflection, 
Repentance, Reconciliation, Prayer, and Action beginning 
August 20 and ending on Election Day, November 8. These 
90 days will be focused on this issue of racial 
reconciliation. 

Every day there will be offered through all the means 
we can muster a ref lection, a portion of scripture, a 
prayer, a suggested act of reconciliation and a call to 
action. Whenever there is way to get involved through 
meetings, protests, organizations, and educational and 
fellowship events, we will draw attention to them, so that 
we the community of Jesus the Christ can decide how we 
wish to be involved in racial reconciliation through active 
nonviolence. 

As we approach this crucial national election we are 
called by our God to look inward and act outward. This is 
our God-given moment and our vocation as Christians.

Ninety Days of  ref lect ion, repentance, 
reconcil iat ion, prayer, and act ion 

GUN VIOLENCE



GUN VIOLENCE

Starting July 6 and continuing through November 2, 
church bells across Colorado, including those at St. 
Thomas, will be rung 49 times on Wednesdays at  1 p.m., 
one toll in remembrance of each person kil led in the 
Orlando shootings on June 12. 

As we toll the bells, we will 
hold in prayer not only those 
kil led in Orlando, but those 
kil led, injured, and bereaved in 
San Bernardino, Aurora, 
Newtown, Dallas, and countless 
other communities across our 
nation. 

Why are we doing this? Since 
the early Middle Ages, churches 
have rung bells to call people to 
prayer, and to call a community to attention. We will be 
ringing our bells to remember those kil led and to bear 
prophetic witness to the fact that on an average day, 91 
Americans are kil led with guns; around 33,000 people a 
year. 

And so we ring our church bells to speak out to those 
who with us can effect substantive and systemic change: 
our neighbors and our community, including our elected 
representatives in the U.S. Congress. 

Some of us are pro-gun and some of us are anti-gun. 

Even so, as people of faith we share in common an 
aversion to gun violence, and we believe there are many 
others in our community and across our nation who 
share this conviction. 

We hope the ringing of 
49 BELLS on 
Wednesdays is a 
project that compels 
our elected lawmakers 
to hear and remember 
their solemn duty to 
both the dead and the 
living: to stop polit ical 
posturing and to work 
together to pass 
legislation that fosters 
greater safety.  

When you hear church bells toll ing on Wednesdays at 
1 p.m., please stop for a moment and honor the dead, 
pray for healing for the injured and bereaved, and give 
thanks for the gif t of one more day of l ife. 

Members of St. Thomas' Gun Safety and Injury 
Prevention Group are organizing a schedule for 
bell-ringing. If  you would like to participate, contact 
Mike Earnest,  mpearnest@comcast.net. 

Wednesday bel l -ringing a reminder of  al l  who 
have died, and a cal l  to compel lawmakers to act

Loaves and Fishes Sunday is August  7
     Don't forget to bring food donations on Sunday, Aug. 7, to benefit the clients of the Greater Park Hill Food Pantry. 

Most needed non-perishable items include:

- Veggies (canned corn, green beans, peas)
- Fruit (canned peaches, pears, mixed fruit)
- Peanut butter
- Beans (black, pinto, refried)
- Canned tuna (in water)
- Entrees/heavy soups (canned chicken, chili with beans, vegetable soup
- Breakfast items (whole-grain cereal, instant oatmeal, breakfast bars)

 Please bring in a sack of one or many items? you will be helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

mailto:mpearnest@comcast.net


A postcard f rom the Gregorian Convocat ion
Dear Friends, 

Greetings from the Summer Convocation of the 
Brotherhood of St. Gregory! The week of July 17-23 our 
community gathered at Mt. Alvernia Retreat House in 
upstate New York for our semi-annual "monastery 
experience." As friars, we live in the world (cf. monks, 
who are cloistered in monasteries year-round), so this 
week in the summer and one in the winter are our chance 
to live in physical community, as opposed to the 
dispersed community we are most of the year. 

As vowed religious, one of our responsibil it ies is to 
pray the Daily Off ice from the BCP, but this week we get 
the great joy of praying together? and the added joy of 
chanting the Psalms and singing canticles and hymns. 

Here's a link to a recording of us at evening prayer on the 
f irst night: bit.ly/ 2aruru7 

 Besides the four off ices and a Eucharist each day, we 
spend some of our time in workshops led by various 
Brothers in their areas of expertise, designed to enhance 
our ministries. This year's offerings included "To Schlep 
Or Not To Schlep", "Lectio Divina With Hymns", and  and 
"Violence And Religious Life" (which was co-led by my 
Denver Brother James Patrick Hall BSG and myself). 

My favorite workshop was "Science As A Holy Icon" 
led by three Brothers who are medical professionals, 
about how the wonders of science and medicine are 
windows to God. We expected it to be intellectually 
stimulating, but were surprised at how emotionally 
engaging it was: we were all moved to tears as they 
shared their experiences of seeing holiness in the 
workings of the human anatomy and the gif ts of 
surgical skil l, medical research, and scientif ic 
exploration. 

The balance of our time together is spent enjoying 
one another's company, catching up with those we 

haven't seen in months, and getting to know new 
members. In the evenings we get to enjoy the delightful 
homemade beer of a Brother who has taken on the 
monastic tradition of brewing! We go from solemnity in 
the chapel to be boisterous conversation and laughter in 
the refectory, and both places are full of joy. 

You are connected to the Brothers, and they are holding 
St. Thomas in prayer. They are praying for our rector 
search, and on occasion pray for individual parishioners 
as I bring your prayer concerns to them. We invite your 
prayers for us. And as always, if  you have any questions 
about Gregorian religious life, please feel free to ask me! 

In God's love and peace, 

Br. Scott Michael 

Br. Scot t  Michael  l ight ing candles before morning prayer 

The f ive current  novices with the Minister General  

The of f icial  2016 picture of  the Brotherhood

http://bit.ly/2aruru7
http://bit.ly/2aruru7


St. Thomas concert  series

     On Sunday, August 21 at 3:00 pm, 
our series of short, 45-minute 
concerts on Sunday afternoons will 
feature our own Purnell Steen & Le 
Jazz Machine. Guest artists for this 
afternoon of jazz music include Ed 
Stephen, Kevin Smith, Myra Warren, 
Rob Bland, and a special mystery 
guest! 

Admission to 
all concerts 
in the St. 
Thomas 
Concert 
Series is free; 
a freewill 
offering will 
be taken. 

August  21: Purnel l  Steen and 
Le Jazz Machine

August
Bir t hdays  

2 ? Chauncey Price; Marti 
Smith 

4 ? Dewey Tran 

5 ? Marvel McCarty 

9 ? River Beckwith 

10 ? Mattie Springf ield 

13 ? Joe Taylor 

15 ? Jamie Swinnerton 

17 ? John Ahlenius 

20 ? Stephen Hubka; Molly 
McDermott 

21 ? A?shanti Harris, Joe 
Megeath 

22 ? Scott Bates, Joy Bland, 
Barbara Harrison 

23 ? Julie Overland 

27 ? Maxwell Atufunwa 

28 ? Olivia DeCecco; Ed 
Schmidt; Leslie Stewart 

     
anniver sar ies
7 ? Michael & Kristi 
Caston; Jim & Tana Knopf 

16 ? Dennis & Merrily 
Leonetti 17 ? Rafael & 
Alison Atayde 

19 ? David Wilhelm & 
Jean Emery 

22 ? Nathalie & Tory Moir 

25 ? John & Diane 
Pritchard 

27 ? Charles & Laurel 
Sparks 

Sept . 4: Chr ist opher  Lut her  and 

Fr iends on viola
     Christopher Luther has established himself  as 
a uniquely gif ted performer and teacher through 
his diverse musical background and uncanny 
ability to reach and inspire youth. 

     He completed his Doctorate of Musical Arts in 
Viola Performance from the Butler School of 
Music at the University of Texas. Dr. Luther 
began his performance career at the age of 8, 
f iddling at the Colorado Renaissance Festival. 
Since then, he has continued his diverse musical 
training with an undergraduate degree in Violin 

Performance and Jazz studies from the Lamont School of Music at the University 

of Denver. 

     He collaborated with artists including Burt Bacharach, Stevie Wonder, Natalie 
Cole, Patti Austin, Ruben Studdard, James Moody, Jon Faddis, Nancy Wilson, 
Richard Green and many others including a performance on the Jay Leno Show 
with Sarah Barrielles. 

     In addition to teaching viola, chamber music, and string pedagogy at the 
University of Northern Colorado, Luther added Alternative Styles to the string 
curriculum, making it one of few schools in the nation to offer such program 
diversity. Luther is the founder and director of the annual Colorado Viola 
Celebration, held at UNC. 

     Luther is faculty at the Montecito International Music Festival, and 
Pepperdine University?s summer music program in Heidelberg, Germany. He is 
the co-founder and co-director of Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp, now entering 
its 17th season. 

  Chris Luther is known to many at St. Thomas.  He emceed his sister Cosima's 
violin concert here several years ago, and played with her at the wedding 

reception for Josh Shipman and Tim Inman.  



     2017 will be an especially important year in the life of 
the St. Thomas community.  We will be welcoming a new 
rector? .and we will be continuing the vibrant growth 
which has been f lowering this year.  

     Just as the Search Committee has been solicit ing 
thoughts from every member of the congregation, the 
vestry is encouraging each of you to participate fully in 
more areas of the church. 

TWO SPECIAL INVITATIONS: 

Finance Commit tee? Budget  Process 

A budget has been called a moral document? do you have 
thoughts about how we should spend our money? 
Requests for money for certain areas or projects? August 
and early September will be when we will put together a 
 preliminary budget for 2017 (it can?t be f inalized until we 
complete the stewardship campaign and know what our 
pledges will be). The f inance committee prepares the 

budget, with help from wardens, clergy, and our f inance 
consultant. And you! It is then approved by the vestry and 
presented formally to the congregation at the annual 
meeting. So if  you have thoughts, please contact Ed 
DeCecco (ed.dececco@gmail.com, 303-819-8865) or 
Elizabeth Bennett (eliza5002aol.com, 303-322-2230, 
720-308-6699.)  We would be happy to hear from you, 
 talk with you, or meet with you. 

 Stewardship Commit tee - Join us!  St. Thomas is in better 
f inancial health than we have been for a long time? thanks 
to many of you who generously increased your pledges 
this year, and others who increased your giving of t ime, 
attended the auction, and otherwise contributed. In order 
for us to continue and expand future programs, and to 
bring our new rector here, we will need  to involve all of 
the people in the parish in giving of their t ime and 
treasure. We would love to get two people to help us. 
Could one be you? 

These are the highlights from the July meeting of 
the St. Thomas vestry:

- The Vestry elected Karl Reuter to f il l an 
unexpired term. The Vestry offered its gratitude 
for Michelle Cooney for her service on the Vestry.

- The Vestry voted a formal thank you to Sean 
Middleswart for his gif t to St. Thomas of the f ine 
care of our lawn.

- House for All Sinners and Saints gave notice that 
they are moving to a new and bigger space for 
their worship and ministry. HFASS outgrew the 
Great Hall a couple of years ago, and as much as 
they love St. Thomas, they felt the need for a 
larger venue. They have been looking for 18 
months and f inally found a location at 6th 
Avenue  and Pearl St., the old Immanuel 
Synagogue.  

- The Rev. Becky Jones has successfully 

championed an effort to create a new website for 
St. Thomas. Check it out, it?s a vast improvement: 
www.saintthomasdenver.org

- The Vestry approved major repairs to our 
sprinkler system.

- The Vestry approved the removal of the tree in 
the courtyard. The core of the tree is dead, and 
the outer branches are beginning to die. The tree 
has become a signif icant hazard to people and 
the building.

- The Vestry heard reports from the Search 
Committee and the Capital Campaign. The Search 
Committee will launch a written survey for 
parishioners in August. The Capital Campaign 
reports that architects are being interviewed and 
are preparing plans for inspection. The 
accessibil ity ramp in the nave may be the f irst of 
the remaining projects to get underway.

Kar l Reut er  ret urns t o vest ry  

Finance Com m it t ee seeks input  on par ish budget  pr ior it ies; 

St ewardship Com m it t ee look ing for  t wo new m em bers  

VESTRY NOTES

http://eliza5002aol.com/
http://www.saintthomasdenver.org


By Vicki Earnest

The coordinators and clergy of St. Thomas have decided 
that the September 11-18 host week for Family Promise 
will be our last host week of this year. Then we are taking 
a sabbatical from this commitment. 

Many of you, faithful participants in this mission, will 
question why? This is not an easy decision, and perhaps 
this is not the end of our participation in this endeavor. 
Let us think of this as a time-out and think of the next 
year as a period of discernment where we prayerfully 
contemplate our 
future participation 
in the other 
outreach 
opportunities that 
we have. 

Let?s look at the 
story of Family 
Promise at St. 
Thomas. In 2005, a group of parishioners decided to join 
the cooperative effort called the Interfaith Hospital i ty 
Network, wanting to reach into the community in a 
socially just effort. The IHN is group of churches 
providing housing, food, and some transportation to 
families experiencing homelessness. St. Thomas joined 
28-30 other congregations in this effort, hosting three to 
f ive families of 10-15 parents and children (our guests) 
for one week, four or f ive times a year. 

For each host week, approximately 150 hours of 
hosting meant more than 50 volunteers to drive, provide 
food and prepare meals, and host/entertain a couple 
hours each evening as well as two hosts to provide 
security and comfort every night. Wow! 

Many volunteers stepped up to do these tasks, but St. 
Thomas needed more man-hours and called on other 

churches in the area to participate: Montview Boulevard 
Presbyterian Church, Park Hill Congregational Church, 
and St.  Aiden?s Episcopal Church (in Boulder) were the 
init ial partners. Even Park Hill community neighbors, not 
part of the Parish, volunteered. Later, Messiah 
Community Church and Holy Redeemer Episcopal Church 
provided many volunteers. 

Init ially and through the years, the St. Thomas 
parishioners contributed bedding, towels, washcloths, 
toiletries, food, and money to support this valuable 

mission. The Parish even 
installed a shower and 
washer/drier for the 
convenience of the guests. 

In 2007, St. Thomas became a 
Jubilee Ministry of the 
Colorado Diocese, recognizing 
this commitment as a social 
justice mission. Later, the IHN 

collaborative became Family Promise, only changing its 
name but not its mission.  
Many, many St. Thomas parishioners have been faithful 
and cheerful contributors to these efforts, but in recent 
years, participation from other congregations has 
dwindled to just a few, and some regular St. Thomas 
volunteers decided to retire from this mission.

 In short, the Family Promise mission has been on 
life-support for a year or two. It is t ime to say good-bye for 
now, celebrate what we have done, and take time to think 
about our current and future outreach commitments.

In the meant ime, however, remember that  there is one 
f inal  host  week this year, September 11-18, and 
volunteers are needed! To volunteer, or to get questions 
answered, call or email Vicki Earnest at 303-355-7436 or 
vickiearnest@comcast.net. 

Saying goodbye to a beloved mission? for now  

St. Thomas will host a ?Safeguarding 
God?s Children? workshop on 
Saturday, Aug. 20, 9 a.m. to noon, led 
by the Rev. Becky Jones. 
Certif ication in Safeguarding is 
mandatory for all parishioners who 
are involved in working with 
children and youth, and is highly 
recommended for everyone else, 

especially vestry members and 
others in positions of leadership in 
the parish. The class may be taken 
either in a face-to-face workshop or 
taken online. Certif ication is valid for 
four years. If  you are unsure about 
the status of your certif ication, Maria 
Wilson keeps tabs on such things in 
our church off ice. To register for 

either the Aug. 20 workshop or the 
online class, go to the ?Safe Church? 
section of the diocesan website 
(coloradoepiscopal.org) and 
complete an online registration 
form. Please register for the 
workshop no later than Aug. 18. 

Saint  Thom as t o host  Safeguarding workshop on Aug. 20

mailto:vickiearnest@comcast.net
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/EpiscopalDioceseofColorado/safechurch.html
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LIBRARY CORNER

By Pat  Midyet

   Richard Rohr is a 
Franciscan friar--and a 
globally recognized 
ecumenical teacher, 
calling on a rich array 
of resources from a 
wide variety of 
traditions. Perhaps 
that explains the 
emphatic warnings 
from some Roman 
Catholic quarters that 
he cannot be trusted 
and is indeed 
dangerous. Others 

have embraced his compassionate, inclusive take on 
many of today's pressing issues to be gleaned from more 
than twenty books and many publications. His daily 
meditations on the internet offer food for thought as 
well.

In Falling Upward Rohr makes a compelling, some might 

say radical, case for discarding the very goals that served 
us so well in our earlier years: establish our identity and 
achieve success, often measured in terms of control and 
money. We so easily take up again and again trusted tools 
of the past. After all, aren't our later years consumed with 
getting old, dealing with multiple health issues, and 
f inally letting go of l ife? Rohr's counterintuit ive thesis is 
the exact opposite!  Growth continues--surges--with the 
gains to be realized from fall ing down. (Rohr is not afraid 
of a paradox.)

If  you're looking for a challenging and liberating guide 
to the "further journey", a change of game plan, you can 
f ind a copy of Falling Upward in our very own Jean Emery 
Library upstairs.

 

Our Library committee is keen to publish fresh voices with 
unique perspectives. If a book has caught your fancy, 
engaged your mind, and/or touched your heart, you can 
share that experience right here in a future Library Corner 
column. Just let our chairperson, Carol Donahoe, know.

Review: 'Fal l ing Upward' a l iberat ing guide to the journey

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Perhaps some of you can relate to 
this, but sometimes it?s hard to know 
what effect you are having with 
students. One student last term was 
lost from the get go and couldn?t 
seem to f igure out what we were 
doing. When it came time for the 
practical exam, I think she got 
11/100 or some incredibly low score 
like that. 

She is in my class again, and she is 
doing so much better. We recently 
had the practical exam, and she got a 
75% ! I?m not sure what she has done 
or what God has done with her that 
has opened her understanding, but it 

was so nice to be able to aff irm her 
improvements at the exam! 

While she seems likely to pass this 
time, others are not faring so well. 
Please pray for all of my students, 
those doing well and those not doing 
well, that God may open their 
potential in order for them to shine 
forth. 

I pray that God is blessing you in 
your lives and ministries as well! 

In Christ, 

Cathy  

Cathy Donahoe is 
a missionary with 
SAMS, the Society 
of Anglican 
Missionaries and 
Senders. She is 
serving in the 
Dominican 

Republic as a physical therapist in 
San Pedro de Macorís and Santo 
Domingo.  E-mail: 
cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations 
(checks made to SAMS with Cathy?s 
name in the memo line): PO Box 399, 
Ambridge, PA  15003. Snail mail: 
Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, 
Dominican Republic 21000  website: 
www.cathydonahoe.net 

Car ibbean Updat e: Who can predict  a t eacher 's im pact ?

http://www.cathydonahoe.net


St . Thom as Com m unit y Garden awash in produce

The garden is 

growing!  Here 

are just a few 

examples of the 

flowers and fruits 

that are being 

grown. If you 

haven't seen the 

garden for 

yourself yet, 

please stop by to 

see it!

Art  Show Coming to 
St . Thomas...Maybe!!! 
Can You Help? 

 We have a great deal of interest in reviving 

the art show here at St. Thomas...but we 
need someone to chair the event! 

 Would you consider doing it?  Contact 
Elizabeth Bennett at 720-308-6699 or 
eliza500@aol.com.



EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN AUGUST
6 ? Ice Cream Social 2:30-4:00 pm

7 ? Greater Park Hill Food Bank Sunday 

13 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 
8:30 am 

21 ? St. Thomas Concert Series featuring Purnell Steen at 
3 p.m .

14 ? Worship in the Park & Picnic at 9:00 am 

15 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

20 ? Safeguarding God?s Children Training 9:00 am-12:00 
pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for September issue 

Weekly: 

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

49 Bells ? Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Service ? 9:00 am 

When I f irst came to St. Thomas as interim rector in 
December of last year, Pastors Nadia Bolz-Weber and 
Reagan Humber told me that House for All Sinners and 
Saints had outgrown the Great Hall at St. Thomas. 
They had already begun the process of looking for a 
new home. 

This is, of course, good news but also sad news 
because we hate to lose this vibrant ministry that we 
have had the privilege to host. HFASS also expressed 
how much they love our building and the good people 
of St. Thomas. 

It is bittersweet for HFASS as well. I know we are all 
pleased that House has grown so rapidly. They are a 
witness to the 21st century Church.

HFASS has found a new home at the old Immanuel 
Synagogue in Capital Hill. They will begin worshipping 
there on August 7. Representatives from St. Thomas 
were present on Sunday, July 31, to thank House, 

receive their thanks, and wish them God speed. 

 HFASS is a blessing and we have been blessed by 
their presence.  

In Peace,

Bob Hart

House for Al l  Saints and Sinners is on the move!

Issuing a call for  al l t hose int erest ed in serving as acolyt es
     St. Thomas is recruiting adults as well as children 8 and older for our acolyte team. If  

you or your child would like to learn more about or participate in this meaningful 
ministry, please contact Deacon Sally (303-349-1557, smegeath@gmail.com) to 
schedule a time for training 

Deacon Speakin'



Come and beat  the heat  of  summer 
at  the St . Thomas Parish Ice Cream 
Social , Saturday, Aug. 6, 2:30 ? 4 
p.m., on our patio. The event is being 
sponsored by the Pastoral Care 
Committee and is open to everyone, 
of all ages. We?re hoping everyone 
who likes ice cream will attend! 
There?s no charge, but we would like 

to know how many to expect so we?ll have enough ice 
cream on hand. To reserve a spot, please visit the EVENTS 
page on our website (saintthomasdenver.org) and RSVP 
electronically, or call or email Maria, 303-388-4395, 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

Loaves & Fishes Sunday ? August  7, 2016 ? This year, we 
continue to hold Loaves & Fishes Sunday, the annual 
diocesan ingathering of food, in 
conjunction with our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday 
of the month; donations will benefit 
The Greater Park Hill Food Pantry.  The 
most needed non-perishable items are 
veggies (corn, green beans, peas), fruit 
(peaches, pears, mixed fruit), peanut butter, beans (black, 
pinto, refried), canned tuna (in water), entrees/heavy 
soups (canned chicken, chili w/beans, vegetable soup), 
and breakfast items (whole-grain cereal, instant oatmeal, 
breakfast bars).  Please bring in a sack of one or many 
items? you will be helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? The next 
meeting of the St. Thomas Men?s Group 
will be on Saturday, August 13 at 8:30 
am at the Park Hill Golf  Course, 4141 E. 
35th Avenue, Denver.     

Worship in the Park & Parish Picnic ? Sunday, August  14 
? A wonderful event in our parish life is our annual 
Worship in the Park, a 9:00 a.m. outdoor mass at Fred 
Thomas Park followed by a parish-wide picnic. Invite your 
friends and neighbors and join us!  Fred Thomas Park is 
located in Stapleton on 26th Ave. and Quebec St.  Please 
sign up on one of the picnic sign-up sheets during coffee 
hour this morning. All are encouraged to bring a side dish, 
salad, quiche or brunch casserole to share. 

St. Thomas Concert  Series: Purnel l  Steen & Le Jazz 
Machine ? On Sunday, August 21 at 3:00 pm, our series of 
short, 45-minute concerts on Sunday afternoons will 
feature Purnell Steen & Le Jazz Machine. Admission to all 
concerts in the St. Thomas Concert Series is free; a 
freewill offering will be taken. 

Purposeful  Ret irement - a Hal f -Day 
Event  ? Thursday, August  11, 9:00 
am-2:00 pm ? For retirees and those 
preparing to retire, l ife is often 
f il led with tension and questions. 
Popular culture hypes retirement as 

a season of leisure and liberation ? yet the Bible never 
even mentions retirement. Join Saint Gabriel and Christ 
Church with support from the High Plains Region, as 
hosting the Denver Institute for Faith & Work?s half-day 
event as we seek to understand God?s greater purpose for 
retirement. ?Purposeful  Ret irement: Discovering God?s 
Cal l  for the Third Chapter of  Life? features engaging 
speakers and workshops to help attendees hear from God 
and apply what they?re learning to this distinct season of 
l ife. Learn more and get a ticket ($25 ? includes lunch) at 
DIFW.org/purposeful-retirement. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar 
f lowers is a great way to remember 
loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have 
gone on to sainthood before us.  To 
donate f lowers, please sign up in 
the Great Hall.  You may bring in 
your own f lowers or the off ice will order them with your 
$50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please 
join us for refreshments and 
fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome 
any contributions (store bought or 
home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour 

sign-up sheet is on the counter. Please sign up! Contact 
Susan Eaton at 813-629-2588 or Ginny Smith at 
303-404-3491 with any questions. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Worship in the Park 

& 

Parish Picnic

Sunday, August  14

9 a.m.

 Fred Thomas Park, 

26th Avenue and Quebec Street

 

 Join us for this wonderful  annual  event .

Invite your friends and neighbors. 

Please help us make sure everyone has a seat 
by bringing your own lawn chairs and extras.

Parishioners are also encouraged to bring a f lower to add to the altar vases

Picnic sign-up sheets are located in the Great Hall. 

All are encouraged to bring a side dish, salad, quiche or brunch casserole to share. 



Financial   Repor t   f or   June 2016
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


