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Chal lenges and opportunit ies abound as we 
look toward the future

Dear Friends:

  Here we are in the dog days 
of August. People are stil l 
traveling. It won?t be long, 
however, before teachers and 
students will prepare for 
another school year. For us, 
the community of Jesus? 

disciples that make up St. Thomas Church, we will soon 
enter a crit ical period in our life together. September 
through the end of the year are crucial months in so many 
ways and will def ine how St. Thomas will move forward 
in mission and ministry.

In September the Search Committee will present the 
parish prof ile to us and make it available for interested 
candidates. The prof ile will be the result of what we have 
said St. Thomas is and how we envision our future. The 
prof ile enables us to take stock of who we are and more 
importantly where we feel God is leading us. This is of 
more than passing interest. The prof ile and the ongoing 
work of the Search Committee are a challenge and an 
opportunity.  

Whatever we think we are by God?s grace and whatever 
we would like to see in terms of mission and ministry are 
our calling. We have to take up yoke and pull the plow. 
We are the ones who make it happen. That is already 
what we are and what we do. Nonetheless certain things 
we may say we want to see in the life of St. Thomas will 
call for new resources of t ime, talent, and treasure.

From a preliminary report of the Holy Conversations, 
I?ve heard that St. Thomas desires solid faith formation 
for children and youth, a nursery for infants and toddlers, 
a full t ime rector as priest and pastor, great music to lead 
our worship, more visibil ity in the community, 
functioning small groups, building improvements, and a 
sense that we leave here nourished by word, sacrament, 
music, and fellowship. We value our commitment to 
social justice and an inclusive and welcoming 
environment. Some of the above are intangibles and 
others require material resources. Here is where the fall 
stewardship emphasis comes into play.

Our challenge is to fund the mission in a material 
sense. Equally, our challenge is to be good stewards of 
our time and talents. It?s always been so. The generations 
of St. Thomas have given us a grace f il led legacy. We are 
the generation to build on that legacy. The old high altar 
has a plaque on the north side: ?Sanctuary and Altar, Gif t 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Cobb Stebbins, Easter, 1930.? I 
take that marvelous gif t as much like a foundation stone 
and also as a marker pointing us forward. We are fed from 
the altar, and we go from that Table to love and serve. We 
are entrusted with this great treasure that is Christ?s 
calling. We are summoned with God?s assistance to make 
it happen. The next four months are our opportunity to 
answer the call.  

Faithfully,
Bob Hart, Interim Rector


