
Gun violence stat ist ics reveal  an American t ragedy
These are all quotes from an 

article in the June 13th issue of the 
N Y Times, "Compare These Gun 
Death Rates: The U.S. Is In A 
Dif ferent World." 

  "In the United States, the death 
rate from gun violence is about 31 

per mill ion people -- the equivalent 
of 27 people shot dead every day of 
the year." 

 "In Germany being murdered by a 
gun is about as uncommon as being 
kil led by a fall ing object in the 
United States" 

 "In Poland and England only about 
one out of every mill ion people die 
in gun homicides each year -- about 
as often as an American dies in an 
agricultural accident or fall ing from 
a ladder." 

By Scot t  Michael  Pomerenk 

August  20 ? November 8 

 The death of Trayvon Martin in Florida in February of 
2014 sparked the beginning of a nationwide debate. It 
centered as we all well remember on whether  young 
black males were automatically suspect because of their 
race. His death at the hands of an angry, suspicious, and 
seemingly racist white man opened this deep, old wound 
in the American psyche. 

Two years later the death of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri, shot by a white police off icer, 
escalated the tensions between African-Americans and 
the police. The Black Lives Matter movement arose as a 
result of the acquittal of George Zimmerman, who shot 
Trayvon Martin. The protests after the Ferguson incident 
turned Black Lives Matter into a national movement.

 Since then we have seen more deaths of black 
Americans ? Sandra Bland, Samuel DuBose, Alton Sterling, 
and Philando Castile, among others. Now we have 
witnessed the targeted and tragic murder of a number of 
law enforcement off icers. The racial divide has widened, 
leaving Americans sensing that the ancient injustice of 
racism in America stil l festers and has now erupted once 
again to challenge us.  

 We seem at t imes to be spiraling downward into an 
abyss created by our national sin of unresolved racial 
bias. Some of the rhetoric of presidential campaign only 
inf lames our suspicions that things are worse, not better.

 When this is coupled by the horrif ic violence done in 

the nightclub in Orlando, Florida, itself  an act of hatred 
and prejudice, we wonder if  our country is in the grip of 
its historic demons. The unending acts of terrorism and 
rampage from the Middle East through Europe increase 
our sense of our civil society at deep risk.

 The community of faith, the Church, is responding and 
must respond. We are the witnesses and followers of the 
One who said, ?Love your neighbor,? and even more 
challengingly, ?Love your enemies.? We are the bearers 
of the gospel of peace and reconciliation. Now is the time 
for us to examine our own consciences and behavior and 
act for reconciliation in the name of Jesus Christ.

For this reason I am calling for an extended period of 
devotion and action: Ninety Days of Reflection, 
Repentance, Reconciliation, Prayer, and Action beginning 
August 20 and ending on Election Day, November 8. These 
90 days will be focused on this issue of racial 
reconciliation. 

Every day there will be offered through all the means 
we can muster a ref lection, a portion of scripture, a 
prayer, a suggested act of reconciliation and a call to 
action. Whenever there is way to get involved through 
meetings, protests, organizations, and educational and 
fellowship events, we will draw attention to them, so that 
we the community of Jesus the Christ can decide how we 
wish to be involved in racial reconciliation through active 
nonviolence. 

As we approach this crucial national election we are 
called by our God to look inward and act outward. This is 
our God-given moment and our vocation as Christians.

Ninety Days of  ref lect ion, repentance, 
reconcil iat ion, prayer, and act ion 

GUN VIOLENCE


