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Rectors Reflections: Beyond Politics 

The Rev. Ruth Woodliff-Stanley, Rector  

 

One of my favorite Sweet Honey in the Rock songs begins "Can't no one know at sunrise how this 
day is going to end." 

Lately, that refrain has come to me too often as I've contemplated tragedies personal to global in the 
lives of friends and strangers. A dear friend of mine lost her beloved to suicide a few weeks ago. A former priest here (The 
Rev. Rick Kerr) lost his son in the same way last week. Many of you are dealing with loss and grief, as well.  

And when we cast the net wider, the heartache of the summer seems to know no bounds. The Holy Land is ablaze with ter-
ror and war in a conflict that seems to have no end. The rest of the Middle East cowers at the threat of militant extremists 
who revert to barbaric means of torture for women as well any who oppose their beliefs. There are currently countless 
women and children living in fear of the Fatwa's (religious edicts) by which they demand torture in the name of morality.  

Children and youth are crossing our borders with no hope of safe harbor or promise of being reunited with their families. 
Many endure horrors and never make it across the lines. They fear for their lives on both sides. 

Uganda's gay, lesbian, and transgendered citizens have been beaten, evicted, and murdered in the streets by haters who 
find cover in the country's brutal law of a life prison sentence for loving someone of your own gender. 

And then there are the planes that have gone down. 

It's a hot, hard summer for people we know and love and for people across much of our world.  

Not exactly a summer newsletter feel, I know. I'm missing the watermelon and the picnic blanket. 

None of these are topics we want to dwell on as we round the bend to summer's end. But all of these are realities in which 
we do dwell, this particular summer's end. 

"Can't no one know at sunrise how this day is going to end." 

I find myself thinking about these realities lately. I find myself thinking about my faith in Christ, my commitment to follow-
ing him. And I find myself wondering how to bring the two together.  

One of the great strengths of Christian community is that it transcends difference of perspective, political conviction, re-
gional and national customs, and so many other divides. It unites truly diverse communities around one altar. And I am a 
firm believer in maintaining the strength of this diversity. Though many of you know my political leanings, I do not favor a 
single party Church. I want to be engaged with people who make me thinking differently.  

There are some things, however, that are beyond politics. Some things that call forth from us a unity forged in the deepest 
convictions we hold. When we are baptized, we promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to respect the dignity of 
every human being. These are pledges that compel us to be active voices and workers for the protection of our sisters and 
brothers and children who are suffering indignity, violence, terror, and abandonment. 

For me, being Christian this summer has involved holding the very harsh realities these months have brought in my full 
awareness. At the pool, in the yard, on vacation, I cannot leave behind my awareness. Yes, that's a downer. But it's also 
what I trust and know others would do for me and for my family were we facing the same harsh realities.  

Awareness is where compassion begins. And compassion is the seed that we must nourish to change the evil in this world 
that so afflicts us all. 

On August 7th, while my family begins a journey of rest, adventure, and new beginnings, Rabbi Adam Morris is organizing a 
time for neighbors to gather and pray for peace in the Holy Land and everywhere. No politics. Just peace. Details are on 
page 4. Join your neighbors, if you can. And pray with them from a distance, if you cannot. 

Times like these call us together in a place beyond politics, beyond differences, to lift up a vision of compassion, justice, and 
hope. 

May your summer's end be filled with restful days and keen awareness held together by the strong compassion forged in 
you in your baptism. 
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Mike’s Musings : 
Progress in Haiti, an Update 

Mike Earnest 
 
Many of you are aware of my commitment 
to Haiti, and you have generously support-

ed our work there for years. As you may know, the Colorado Haiti 
Project (CHP) has served the community of Petit trou de Nippes in 
rural Haiti since 1989. Our main work has been to build and support 
the St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish and School.  The parish is an active, 
spirit-filled community of faith and of service to their neighbors.  
The school has about 700 students in ten grades. In addition CHP 
has supported vocational education for the school graduates and 
community members, drilled 12 water wells to make clean water 
available to most of the surrounding villages, and has done agricul-
tural project. 
We of CHP also have, since the early 1990’s, provided much-needed 
medical care to the community. For many years we sent medical 
care teams to the community once or twice per year.  Those teams 
treated hundreds of women, children and men during each several-
days’ clinic. But each clinic was only a brief moment in the life and 
health of the community.  So in 2011 CHP asked ourselves – Why 
not make a year-round improvement in health conditions and in 
healthcare access for the community?  So we developed and signed 
a partnership agreement with the Haitian Ministry of Health (known 
as MSPP) and the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti to improve and expand 
the very limited MSPP health services in Petit trou. We envisioned a 
comprehensive primary healthcare system so that the people of the 
community would receive the healthcare they need year-round. We 
now are in year two of the implementation of that plan. 
I have just returned from another working trip to Petit trou, travel-
ling and working with Tate Lowery, CHP staff person overseeing our 
health work, with Ernie Kandel, a volunteer physician who came to 
learn what we are doing, our Haitian interpreter Nadia Amede, and 
with Father Abiade Lozama.  Father Abiade is Priest-in-Charge of the 
St. Paul’s Parish and head of the school. He also is the wonderfully 
gifted and inspirational primary partner in Haiti for all of our CHP 
work.  We had a very exciting week together.  
For me the highlights were – We met with 25 women from small 
villages in the area and formally signed them up as Community 
Health Aides to serve the health and social needs of each of their 
villages. They are now becoming employees of CHP, funded by gifts 
and grants from generous donors. They also have received some 
training from MSPP and will assist the MSPP Health Agents who 
come to their village (see below). The amazing truth of these won-
derful, committed women is that they have been doing much of that 
health and support role in their villages as unpaid volunteers since 
CHP first recruited them in 2006! The women are very proud to be 
now recognized and paid as an important part of the health of their 
community. 

 

7 – Michael & Kristi Caston; 
Jim & Tana Knopf 

12 – Tim Inman & Josh 
Shipman 

16 – Dennis & Merrily 
Leonetti  

17 – Rafael  & Alison Atayde 

19 – David Wilhelm & Jean 
Emery 

25 – John & Diane Pritchard 

27 – Charles & Laurel Sparks 

 

2 – Chauncey Price; Marti 
Smith 

4 – Dewey Tran 

5 – Marvel McCarty 

9 – Rev. Ruth Woodliff-
Stanley 

10 – Mattie Springfield 

11 – Tim Inman 

13 – Joe Taylor 

15 – Jamie Swinnerton 

17 – John Ahlenius 

20 – Stephen Hubka 

21 – A’shanti Harris, Joe 
Megeath 

22 – Scott Bates, Joy Bland 

23 – Julie Overland; Margaret 
Schlueter 

27 – Maxwell Atufunwa 

28 – Carla Henebry-
Branscombe; Ed Schmidt; 
Leslie Stewart 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Continued on Page 4. 



 

Mike’s Musings Cont. 
We also met for the first 
time with fourteen (of 
eighteen total) candi-
dates selected by the 
Community Health Coun-
cil (also part of our new 
program) to become Pol-
yvalent Health Agents 
(ASCP’s) in the communi-
ty. The ASCP’s are the 
cadre of MSPP communi-
ty health workers who 
provide, on a regular 
schedule, immunizations, 
health education, prena-
tal services, preventive 
medicine aid etc to the 
villages of the Petit trou 
area. Because of limited 
budget, the MSPP has 
always had  
only 17 ASCP’s working in 
the Petit trou area, only a 
fraction of the 30 agents 
that should, by national 
policy, be working in the 
community. Now, with 
CHP’s help, the Petit trou 
community will have 
sufficient health agents 
to serve the entire popu-
lation, even the remote 
villages. All this is made 
possible by generous 
grants and donations to 
CHP. 
And, the previously very 
dark and dreary MSPP 
clinic in the town of Petit 
trou now has a reliable 
source of electrical pow-
er (a solar power sys-
tem), adequate water to 
clean the clinic and use 
for health services, a 
sterilizer, a  laboratory, is  
 
 
 
 
 

Library Corner 
Serpent in the Sky: The High Wisdom of  

Ancient Egypt, By John Anthony West  

      Pat Midyet 

How we look at the past shapes how we see the present--

and plan for the future. 

New technologies are changing the way archaeologists in-

terpret the continuing discoveries of artifacts surrounding 

those ultimate symbols of ancient innovation and engineering genius--the 

Pyramids, the largest stone buildings on the planet (going back to around 

2630 B.C.) arrived at through both breakthroughs and failures.  Such discover-

ies are not without controversy.  While some historians/scientists are happy 

to tweak--even throw out--long-accepted theses regarding these iconic struc-

tures found on the banks of the River Nile, others cling--rather ferociously--to 

revered theories of the past. 

This book provides a fascinating presentation of the many mysteries that 

have haunted researchers for centuries--nay, millennia--and some keys to 

unlocking them.  Just how old is the Sphinx?  What about that missing Phar-

aoh--was he really a Black African?  Were these monumental edifices just 

grandiose tombs erected to withstand the ravages of time and requiring in-

credible effort and vast resources--or something more?   

One comes away with not only a profound respect for the many disciplines 

pursued in search of answers--and the new questions posed along the way--

but also a deeper appreciation for the rich legacy of Egyptian civilization--

much like what Kenneth Clark accomplished for Western cultures.  Your con-

scientious reviewer did not read and digest every word (no exam involved!).  

Feel free to dip into and sample this new addition to our very own Jean Em-

ery Library. 

No Sides. No Politics. Just Peace. 
 

A Gathering For Peace 
In Israel and Palestine 

Prayer - Reflection - Music - Community 
August 7 at 7:00pm 

Park Hill UMC/Temple Micah 
5209 Montview Boulevard 

Hosted and Supported by: 
• Temple Micah 
• Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
• Park Hill United Church of Christ 
• Park Hill United Methodist Church 
• Messiah Community Lutheran Church 
• Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church 
• St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
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Mike’s Musings Cont. 
staffed by doctors relia-
bly and is nicely, newly 
painted.  It now looks 
and feels like a real, re-
spectable health clinic.  
All that has transpired 
through the cooperative 
efforts of CHP, the MSPP 
and Father Abiade. 
Finally in the grander 
scale of Haiti as a whole – 
things are remarkably 
better!  New paved roads 
and bridges continue to 
be built (now much clos-
er to reaching Petit trou), 
most of the displaced 
person tent camps that 
followed the earthquake 
have been emptied, 
roadside and urban trash  
is being cleaned up eve-
rywhere, traffic conges-
tion is notably less, the 
people seem visibly 
better dressed and more 
lively, small business 
signs are springing up 
along the road to Petit 
trou…. A lot is improving. 
That’s it for now.  Next 
month I want to share 
something about the gifts 
we, all of us who work in 
Haiti, receive from the 
people and the experi-
ence there. That is a 
powerful reason we keep 
at the work. 
Questions? Want to par-
ticipate or support? See 
me at St. Thomas or call 
me. 
Thanks to all of you who 
already have helped 
make this all possible, 
 
Mike 

Next Family Promise Host Week:  August 17-24  

Vicki Earnest 

For the second time this summer, St. Thomas will 
host families fro the Family Promise program.   Once 
again, the coordinators and I need your help!!   Be-
cause of summer vacations and the frequency of our 
host weeks, we may be short of volunteers.  If you 
can work with others to prepare and serve a meal, 
take an evening to help entertain our guests, spend 
an overnight at the church to provide security as 
needed, or drive the FP van to transport guests from 
the church to the Day Center and back, you have a 
place in our mission!    
Recently, I received feedback from the guests that 
was collected by the FP staff.   Here is what we 
learned: 

·        “ My first impression of the church and volunteers: 
o   Everyone was very nice and had a great set up for the pro-

gram. 
o   I was very impressed with the church and volunteers! 
o   Wow! 

·         What I liked most about the food: 
o   The dinners were awesome and we always had plenty to 

eat. Friday’s diner was especially amazing! 
o   It was very good and we had variety. 
o   Very good and tasty. 

·         What I would change about the food: 
o   Maybe provide drinks for lunch. 
o   Nothing x 2. 

·         What I like most about staying at this church: 
o   The volunteers were so friendly. 
o   Everything. 
o   My own space. 

·         What I liked least about staying at this church: 
o   Nothing x 2. 

·         To make future stays better, the volunteers could: 
o   Everything was great. 
o   The volunteers are absolutely amazing – I hope they don’t 

change anything! 
o   My stay was great, and the people were awesome. 

·         Comments on van transportation: 
o   It’s a great bonus to the program. 
o   The van drivers were also amazing people – very nice and 

safe drivers. 
·         What will stick out in my mind about my stay at this church: 

o   The wonderful volunteers and comfortable environment. 
o   The beautiful church and caring/nice volunteers. 
o   How great the food was and how nice the people were.” 

WOW!  What a wonderful testimony to what we do and what we are at St. 

Thomas!  Come, join us and be a part of this wonderful mission.  Contact me 

at vickiearnest@comcast.net or 303-355-7436  

 

mailto:vickiearnest@comcast.net
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Verse of the Day: August 1st, 2014 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many 

died through the one man's trespass, much more surely 

have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of 

the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. .  

~Romans 5:15 

Cathy’s Caribbean Quarterly  

Cathy Donahoe 

Every church has someone like Lila.  Early on in my time I learned that Lila was the mistress of the keys to the 

church, in part because she lived close by but also because she was involved in so much.  She cleaned the 

church, whether it was her turn or not.  She’s the one who filled our tank with water, so there would be wa-

ter available on Sundays for hand-washing and flushing the toilet.  She sang with gusto with Las Chicas Nices, 

coordinated the ministry schedule, was a DOK and made sure her many grandchildren came to church.  As 

with all of us, she could have disagreements with folks, one of which lasted quite a while.  Easter Sunday was 

special in many ways.  We had several baptisms, but additionally the Holy Spirit brought a long awaited rec-

onciliation between Lila and another member of the congregation.  Two days later, our Lord took her home.  

As most days, she was up early, saw her youngest daughter off to the bus for work before telling her oldest 

daughter that she was not feeling well.  By 7 am, the news was spreading around Santa Fe.  No longer would 

we have Lila at our side.  While her absence is felt, we are thankful to have had the pleasure of knowing and 

loving her.  Please pray for reconciliation between parties in dispute.  

The time has come for me to plan a few months back in Colorado, visiting my supporters around the state 

and sharing in person about what God has been doing the past 3 years here in the DR, while seeing how God 

has been working there.  God willing, I’ll be back near the end of August and plan to return to the DR after 

Christmas.  I look forward to reconnecting with you, if at all possible, during 

the fall term.  Please pray with me for preparations for this home ministry 

assignment as I also attend to ministries here. 

May your ears and eyes be open to God at work in your midst!  

On the Left: Victoria “Lila” Freeman reading the 

lesson for morning devotions at convention 

2014. 

On the Right: Fr. Felix is anointing my godson, 

Reynaldo, with oil to seal his baptism. 



Loaves and Fishes Sunday – August 3 – This annual event, which corre-
sponds with the Gospel reading of the story of Jesus producing loaves 
and fishes to feed a crowd, is our diocesan ingathering of food for Metro 
CareRing. Please bring non-perishable food items to church on August 3; 
Metro CareRing’s top three most wanted items are low-sugar breakfast 
cereal, canned peaches in light syrup, and low-sodium canned black or 
pinto beans.  Donations of King Soopers gift cards will also be gladly ac-
cepted!  
Save the Date for Habitat for Humanity – The St. Thomas Servants for 
Justice Committee is pleased to announce our parish’s Habitat for Hu-
manity build dates for this fall: Saturday, September 20 and Friday, Octo-
ber 10.  Please save those dates and plan to join our build team. 
Men’s Group Breakfast – The next meeting of the St. Thomas Men’s 
Group will be on Saturday, August 9 at 8:30 am at the Park Hill Golf 
Course, 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver.     
Altar Flowers – A donation of altar flowers is a great way to remember 
loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays and those who have gone on to 
sainthood before us.  To donate flowers, please sign up in the binder in 
the Great Hall.  You may bring in your own flowers or the office will order 
them with your $50.00 donation. 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed – Have you been enjoying a cup of coffee, 
tea, juice along with a sweet or other goodies after Sunday’s service?   
Then you know how pleasant and relaxing this time can be when we 
greet and enjoy each other.  Please consider hosting this special time by 
making coffee, providing the refreshments, and greeting your fellow pa-
rishioners.  Look for the sign-up sheet in the Great Hall, and if you have 
questions about how this all works and what to do, please call the church 
office.   
Upcoming Performances – St. Thomas Choir member Sonnie Doty will be 
appearing as Mary Sunshine in Expositions Theatrical Arts Company’s 
production of “Chicago” by Bob Fosse and Fred Ebb.  The performances 
are August 8, 9 and 10 at Su Teatro in the Santa Fe Arts District.  Tickets 
and more information are available through : 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/740889.  In September, she will be 
performing in “Shrek The Musical” at the PACE Center in Parker; tickets 
and more information are available through : 
www.inspirecreative.org.   

1-2 – EfM Mentor Training 
3 – Loaves & Fishes Sunday 
9 – Men’s Group Breakfast at 
the Park Hill Golf Course at 
8:30 am  
17-24 – Family Promise Week 
23 – Bold Living Deadline for  
September issue 
26 – Industrial Areas 
Foundation Meeting at 6:00 
pm 
28 – One World Singers 
Rehearsals Resume at 7:00 
pm 
30 – One World Singers Picnic  
 
Weekly:   
Theology Class – Tuesdays at 
10:00 am 
A.A. – Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 
Morning Prayer – 
Wednesdays at 7:00 am 
HFASS Yoga – First, Third, and 
Fifth Wednesdays from 6:15-
7:45 pm 
Al Anon – Fridays at noon 
Summer Sunday Service at 
9:00 am  
House for All Sinners and 
Saints – Sundays at 4:00 and 
6:00 pm  

AUGUST EVENTS & 

MEETINGS 

Announcements 
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Treasurer's Report:  

Financial Report for June 2014            John Clark, Treasurer 

This is not meant to be a Financial Report but it will have to do for now.  Cherie and I left the 

country on June 29th and returned on July 18th.  With June 29th being the last Sunday of June 

we could not close the month of June before we left and I had hoped that I could get the report 

done before the deadline for the Bold Living but with everything to do at Church and at home I 

just did not get it all done.  I will do a more complete report for June and July next month.   

Also, for those of you who have made pledges, I am working on the second quarter statements 

and will get them out soon.   

We had a wonderful trip to Romania and Russia and even though it left us behind in getting a 

number of things done we are glad we went but are also glad to be back home and will be 

getting caught up with everything soon. 

John W. Clark, Treasure  


