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By Mike Earnest  

Last Saturday, March 24, tens of thousands of 
protesters f il led Civic Center Park between the 
Colorado State Capitol and Denver?s City & County 
Building. Young people, their parents, survivors of the 
Parkland Florida school shooting, survivors of our own 
Columbine shooting, teachers and many other 
advocates spoke passionately for safety from gun 
violence in our schools, streets, churches and homes. 
They decried the inaction of Congress and state and 
local legislators to effectively deal with the growing 
epidemic of injuries and deaths in our city, our state 
and our nation. They demanded action and promised 
to use their voting strength to elect new leaders who 
will act. Everyone then marched through downtown 
Denver, chanting and waving banners of protest. 

Participating were at least sixteen St. Thomas 
members, some coming with their families. We were 
part of a much larger group of the Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun Violence (CFCU), a 
total delegation from twenty of their 38 member 
congregations. Also participating were Bishop Rob 
O?Neill, Diocesan clergy, and members of St. John?s 
Cathedral and many Episcopal and Lutheran churches, 
about 400 strong. They had, prior to the march, 
convened in worship at St. John?s Cathedral. 

It was an inspiring day and a peaceful but energized 
crowd. Now the struggle goes on; surely for years. 
Want to join us? Please speak with Rev. Justi, Mike 
Earnest, Marian Frank or Br. Scott-Michael Pomerenk. 

St. Thomas and Many Other Communit ies of  Faith  

Part icipate in the March for Our Lives 

By Jon Moore  

I want to f irst express my gratitude for the people of 
St. Thomas and their faith and trust in me as I step into 
this important role. The beautiful sacred space we 
have all inherited is a gem for the Park Hill 
neighborhood and I am excited to begin my work as 
your Junior Warden in earnest. This is my f irst such 
position with this level of expectation but I'm not 
letting that stop me. I want to gain your trust as I 
develop and learn new skills in caring for our space 
and I welcome continued prayers and patience in my 
learning. I am working closely with Rev. Justi, the 
Senior Warden, Vestry, and Building and Grounds to 
implement a sound Risk Management Plan, and Safety 

Procedures to both protect our space and our people. 
The Vestry and I are working side by side with Rev. 
Justi to expand our building use to offer more 
opportunities for people to experience our beautiful 
church. We are also looking into a suggestion box both 
online and in the church where everybody can be 
heard, and your leadership can respond quickly and 
effectively. In the meantime, with school and work I 
am looking into creative ways to be on the grounds as 
frequently as possible to ensure maintenance and 
projects are completed quickly. Thank you again St. 
Thomas. These are exciting times for our parish and 
community. Blessings and Peace. 

Junior Warden Report



LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley 

A couple of weeks ago, I was paging through my 
copy of TIME and happened upon a prof ile of a writer 
I had heard about, but never read? Marilynne 
Robinson. The prof ile was occasioned by the 
publication of a new book of essays, What Are We 
Doing Here? In the middle of the article, I read a 
quote from her editor, Jonathan Galassi, claiming 
that Robinson?s Gilead novels are ?one of the 
greatest contributions to American f iction in my 
lifetime, at least.? When I hear such bold assertions, I 
tend to have a ref lexively skeptical response, but 
something in the prof ile appealed to me, so I decided 
to check out the Gilead novels. And that sent me 
down a kind of Lenten rabbit hole; once I had started 
reading, I couldn?t stop until I had f inished all three 
of the trilogy: Gilead, Home, and Lila. I will focus on 
Gilead in this review, but I highly recommend reading 
all three, which focus on the same events, but from 
the perspectives of radically dif ferent characters. 

Gilead is usually categorized as an epistolary novel, 
and that is technically accurate. The central 
character, Congregationalist minister John Ames, is 
writ ing a letter for the young son of his old age, 
expressing the hope that what he writes will in some 
way compensate for his anticipated absence and will 
help his adult son to understand and get to know 
him. But the novel reads more like a memoir, and at 
t imes it seems as if  Ames has forgotten his audience 
as he struggles to understand his own life and family 
and the implications of his faith. 

Ames has some wonderful stories to tell. My 
favorite is the saga of his abolit ionist grandfather, 

also a pastor and a supporter of John Brown. An 
uncompromising Christian (Ames?s mother has to 
hide money for the family?s food in the sugar bowl so 
the old man won?t give everything away.), he stands 
as a reminder of sacrif ices we are called to make and 
how far we fall short. Robinson is reputed to be a fan 
of Herman Melvil le, and the grandfather would seem 
at home in a novel l ike Moby Dick. 

Personal tragedies, struggles with Calvinist 
doctrines, dif f icult ies between fathers and sons? the 
book is complex and challenging, but one of the most 
thought-provoking contemporary novels that I?ve 
read. I hope you will check it out. 

Other l ibrary news: Thanks to those of you who have 
made use of the Library and the Library Table. We 
will have one more Library Table before a summer 
break: Sunday, May 6. 





Apr il  Bir t hdays  
4 ? Ruth Knight 

7 ? Elizabeth Bullock 

9 ? Ann Will iams 

21 ? Emily Schlueter 

23 ? Lila Johnson 

25 ? Kathi Atkins; Maria Wilson  

26 ? Sandra Bradshaw 

28 ? Karla Bullock; Suzanne Laurila; 
Susan Rowlett 

29 ? Chelsea Rowlett 

anniver sar ies
 10 ? Paul & Barbara Moe 

16 ? Bill & Joy Ahlborg 

 WANTED: Two interested people to become members of the St. Thomas Community 
Garden. No gardening experience needed - just enthusiasm, a sense of humor, and a 
will ingness to learn. If  interested, email Ginny Smith at vsmith863@comcast.net. 



Join Us on Easter Sunday ? Apri l  1 ? Festival Eucharist at 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.; Easter egg hunt for children in the 
courtyard following each service.  

Food Ingathering on Sunday, Apri l  1 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food Bank. The 
Servants for Justice Committee prepares sacks with lists of 
the most needed items. The sacks are available at the back 
of the church. If  you would like to take a sack, f il l it with 
one or many items, and return it on the f irst Sunday of the 
month, you will be helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

Adult  Forum will have a month-long focus on ?Children 
and Youth? in April. Our guest speaker on April 15 will be 
Elizabeth Cervasio, Director of Children and Youth Ministry 
for the Episcopal Church in Colorado. Adult Forum meets 
on Sundays at 9:15 am in the Great Hall? but will not be 
held on April 1 & 8.  

Thursday Evening Class ? The small group discussion of 
John Sanford's Mystical Christianity: A Psychological 
Commentary on the Gospel of John, led by the Rev. Steve 
Weston will hold its last three meetings on April 5, 12 & 19 
in the second f loor meeting room from 7:00-9:00 pm.  

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the St. 
Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, April 14 at 9:00 
am at the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  Course), 4141 E. 
35th Avenue, Denver.  

The Creat ivity Group will next meet on Sunday, April 15 
following the 10:30 am service; the theme will be ?Render 
unto Caesar.? 

The St . Thomas Social  Just ice Book Club with discuss Paul 
Rogat Loeb?s book, The Impossible Will Take a Little While, 
on Wednesday, April 18, at 7:00 pm in the second f loor 
meeting room. All are invited to attend. 

The Boulder Renaissance Consort  will perform their 
summer concert t it led "Scholars, Sinners, and Saints" at. St. 
Thomas on Saturday, May 5, 7:30 p.m. The program 
features music from the medieval Carmina Burana, a set of 
drinking songs from Medieval and Renaissance taverns, 
and selections from The Cantigas de Santa Maria. 
Admission is free although a freewill offering will be 
accepted. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for refreshments 
and fellowship in the Great Hall after each service. We 
gladly welcome any contributions (store bought or 
home-made) or cash donations to help cover the cost. A 
coffee hour sign-up sheet is on the counter. Please sign 
up! Contact Ginny Smith at 303-404-3491 with any 
questions.  

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great way to 
remember loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays, and those 
who have gone on to sainthood before us. To donate 
f lowers, please sign up on the poster in the Great Hall. 
Please indicate if  you will bring your own f lowers or the 
off ice will automatically order them with your $50.00 
donation.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN APRIL
1 ? Easter Day ? Festival Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

1 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

14 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 9:00 
am 

15 ? Creativity Group following the 10:30 am service 

16 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

18 ? Social Justice Book Club at 7:00 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for May issue 

 

Weekly:   

Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am  

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers Rehearsals ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass 

Christian Education for All Ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am (April 
15-29) 



FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2018
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


